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I. Introduction
A. The Bible and its approach to human sexuality p.11

1. We are created beings (Genesis 2:7; Revelation 4:11) p.12
a. If we weren’t created, and therefore answer to no Creator, we might judge the

rightness or wrongness of our behavior by its rightness or wrongness in our own
eyes.

b. But if we, as created beings, are accountable to our Maker, then it matters less
what seems right and natural to us, and more what is deemed right and natural to
our Creator.

2. Our Creator has specific intentions for our existence and behavior, which are spelled out
in Scripture.

3. These intentions are extended to our relationships in general and to our sexual
relationships in particular.
a. We are human beings
b. We are sexual beings as well
c. God is the author and original celebrator of sex (Genesis 1:26-30)

4. Sexual behaviors falling short of created intent are regarded by their Creator as serious
enough to warrant public rebuke (Matthew 14:3-4) and church discipline (I Corinthians
5:1-5), and are considered detrimental in ways that are unique and severe (I Corinthians
6:18).
NOTE: God finds sexual sin abhorrent precisely because He views healthy sex as being
so exquisite and meaningful p.13

5. The specific sexual sin of homosexuality is prohibited in both Testaments and is regarded
as one of many sexual behaviors falling short of created intent, along with adultery,
fornication, prostitution and incest.
a. Leviticus 18:22; 20:13
b. Romans 1:26-27
c. I Corinthians 6:9
d. I Timothy 1:10

B. Nancy’s story (cf. Her book, The Truth Comes Out)
1. 25 year marriage to a husband who was secretly a homosexual man - his AIDS diagnosis

and eventual death brought out the truth
2. Daughter, actress Anne Heche, embarked on a well-publicized lesbian affair

C. Joe’s story p.15
1. Molested as a boy by a stranger in a movie theater
2. Experimented with both sexes as a junior high student
3. Began random relationships with adult men as a high school student
4. At Calvary Chapel of Costa Mesa, California under Chuck Smith he received Christ in

the spring of 1971 (assuming mistakenly that conversion would relieve him of all his
wayward sexual desires)

5. Frequented pornography and adult bookstores
6. Had an affair with a good friend’s wife culminating in an aborted child
7. Used prostitutes, heavy drinking, and a year-long affair with the owner of a local gay bar

p.16
8. In the fall of 1978 he heard of the church where one did not need to choose between
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homosexuality and God
a. Attended the service and heard for the first time a pro-homosexual interpretation

of Scripture
b. The interpretation seemed full of holes to him but also offered a quick remedy to

his dilemma
c. After six years of trying to convince himself that the Bible condoned

homosexuality he repented and headed for home
9. Relocated, found a good Christian counselor, and settled into a Bible-believing church
10. Met a lovely young woman who he dated and, three years later, married
11. Began ministering as a pastoral counselor and speaker to Christian men struggling with

pornography, adultery, and homosexuality
D. High hopes

1. This book intended to be a one stop resource
2. This book written to equip Christians to discuss the subject intelligently and with

confidence p.17
3. This book is to show respect and empathy for homosexual friends and loved ones without

compromising truth
4. We hope churches will see the current misguided widespread acceptance and promotion

of homosexuality as an opportunity to begin fresh, vibrant dialogues on human sexuality,
and by what standards we should express it. p.18

5. We hope families with gay loved ones will seize the opportunity, however painful the
situation, to open up more honesty and clarity in the relationships.

6. We hope concerned Christian citizens will see the gay rights movement as an opportunity
to challenge the increased secularism of our times by reminding the American culture of
its Judeo-Christian traditions.

II. Part One p.19
A. The church in crisis, part one (truth revised) (by Joe Dallas) p.21

1. A crisis of truth p.22
a. this chapter focuses on the downward progression occurring among churches

influenced by the culture 
b. the following chapter examines the problems raised by churches who hold to the

truth but often in the wrong way 
c. In both cases the end results are the denigration, distortion, and finally, the

prohibition of truth, leading to crisis 
2. Church holds to truth; church influences culture p.24

a. Truth is, and it matters 
(1) God cannot lie    Titus 1:2
(2) falsehood is abhorrent to him 
(3) Satan was described by Jesus as the father of lies    John 6:44
(4) the fall of the human race is, in fact, largely attributed to the power of

deception    Genesis 3:1-5; I Timothy 2:14
b. Truth is both revealed to and commissioned to the church  - the church is

commissioned by God to reveal truth through preaching, teaching, and disciple-
making (cf.  Matthew 28:19-20)

c. The great commission requires the church to speak clearly on the matter of
humanity, God, and life 
(1) the truth of human value and its sinfulness    John 3:16; Romans 3:23

p.25
(2) the nature of eternal life - whether heaven with God, or hell without Him -
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is a vital part of the church’s message    Matthew 18:9; 23:33: Luke 12:5
d. The church cannot make disciples without knowing and teaching all three

elements as well 
3. Culture shifts from church’s influence; culture shifts from truth p.27

a. Once influential ... now ... becoming the influenced rather than the influencer 
p.28

b. Choice ... made ... either the church would hold to essential truths despite a
significant cultural shift away from those truths, or it would allow the culture’s
new ethic to shape its own 

c. When the church starts taking its moral and doctrinal cues from the culture, it is,
then, deteriorating 

4. Culture influences church 
a. Troy Perry - the openly homosexual founder of the pro-gay Universal Fellowship

of Metropolitan Community Churches states: “scientific information, social
changes and personal experience are the greatest forces for change in the way we
interpret the Bible” p.29

b. Brian McLaren - popular author and emergent church leader - recommends “a
five-year moratorium on making pronouncements” about homosexuality during
which we should “keep our ears attuned to scholars in biblical studies, theology,
ethics, psychology, genetics, sociology and related fields”

c. (Sadly) the world becomes the light of the church
(1) Apologist Dr. Ron Rhodes: “the culture-forming energies of Christianity

depend upon the church’s ability to resist the temptation to become
completely identified with, or absorbed into, the culture”

(2) Dr. Greg Bahnsen asserts: “when the church begins to look and sound like
the world, there is no compelling rationale for its continued existence”

5. Church avoids truth
a. Segments of the church show an increasing reluctance to take clear positions on

essential matters, avoiding truth in lieu of unity p.30
b. George Barna: “in spite of the fact that most Americans consider themselves to be

Christian, very few adults base their moral decisions on the Bible, and
surprisingly few believe that absolute moral truth exists” (1994 62% of born-again
respondents sided with the secular culture in agreeing there is no such thing as
absolute truth)

6. Church minimizes truth 
a. How important can sound doctrine - absolute truth - really be? 
b. St. Paul saw the importance of sexual morality among Christians   I Corinthians

5:11; 6:9-10; Ephesians 5:3 p.31
c. Biblical truth is minimized ...  in many local congregations

7. Church revises truth (despite the fact that scriptures in both Testaments that plainly
condemn homosexuality along with a number of other sexual behaviors in unmistakable
terms)
a. Christian composer and singer Ray Boltz announced his homosexuality in 2008 

p.32
b. Mel White, author, former pastor, and ghost writer for Billy Graham, Jerry

Falwell, and Oliver North declared himself openly gay in 1994 and formed
Soulforce, an organization committed to changing the minds of conservative
Christians regarding homosexuality 

c. American Idol finalist Clay Aiken disclosed his homosexuality in 2008 (he
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describes himself as a born again, openly gay Christian) p.33
d. Marsha Stevens composed the song “For Those Tears I Died” came out as a

lesbian in the 1980s, formed BALM (Born Again Lesbian Music), and performs at
pro-homosexual churches promoting a gay-friendly interpretation of Scripture 

e. Jay Bakker, son of PTL founders Jim and Tammy Faye Baker, is a New York
pastor who advocates for same-sex marriage and has traveled the country with
Soulforce 

f. Gospel artist Reba Rambo-McGuire has adopted the position that gay and
Christian are compatible (she and her husband participated in a worship service at
Glory Tabernacle MCC and closed the meeting by inviting gay pastors to come
forward so that she and her husband could wash their feet while apologizing for
the way Christians have maligned God’s work in gay churches) 

g. Peggy Campolo, wife of well-known author Tony Campolo, advocates for the
pro-gay interpretation of Scripture 

h. Anne Rice, author of The Vampire Chronicles and a recent convert to Christianity
testifies to both her newfound faith in Christ and her conviction that
homosexuality is not only biblically condoned but is a gift as well p.34

i. Sir Cliff Richard has chided the church for not accepting openly homosexual
ministers 

j. In 2008 the 218  General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church voted to delete theth

denomination’s requirement that clergy live in fidelity within the covenant of
marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness 

k. 2009 the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
voted to open the ministry of the church to gay and lesbian pastors and other
professional workers living in committed relationships 

l. 2005 the United Church of Christ became the first mainstream Christian
denomination to officially support gay marriages and its general synod passed a
resolution affirming equal marriage rights for couples regardless of gender 

m. 2003 the Episcopal Church’s House of Bishops confirmed Gene Robinson as the
Episcopalians’ first openly homosexual Bishop 

n. NOTE: truth revised is, in the end, truth discarded p.35
o. NOTE: but if the revision of truth regarding homosexuality contributes to our

current crisis, it does so in tandem with those who maintain the right position with
the wrong attitude, manner, and approach 

B. The church in crisis, part two (by Joe Dallas) p.39
NOTE: It is possible to hold to the truth yet still be in error - wrong attitude or approach while
being right in belief 
1. Church holds to truth  II Timothy 2:24-25 (“in humility correcting those who are in

opposition, if perhaps God will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth
...”) p.40

2. Church disobeys truth (truth preached but not consistently lived, believed but withheld, or
spoken without love)
a. Stats

(1) Christianity Today’s Leadership Journal found that 37% of pastors
surveyed admit to a current struggle with cyberporn p.41

(2) A poll by Focus on the Family suggested that 17.8% of all born-again
Christian adults in America have visited sexually oriented websites 

(3) 63% of men attending a marriage seminar in 2000 admitted to struggling
with porn in the past year (two thirds of whom were in church leadership
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and 10% were pastors)
(4) Today’s Christian Woman Magazine found that 34% of its female

readership admitted to having intentionally sought out pornography on the
Internet 

b. “Thou art the man!”
(1) As the prophet Nathan confronted King David concerning his adultery

with Bathsheba so too the church must be confronted    II Samuel 12:1-7
p.42

(2) Jesus hated hypocrisy especially in religious leaders who preached one
ethic and lived another   cf.  Matthew 23 

(3) St. Paul posed rhetorical questions to the Christian church regarding those
who simply held God’s Word in high regard but did not act thereon   
Romans 2:21-24

c. Holding to the truth is critical, and commendable, but only when it is held true in
our behavior as well as our profession (“be doers of the word and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves”   James 1:22) p.43

3. Church withholds truth 
a. The church must hold, but never withhold, the truth p.44
b. One of the greatest temptations for the modern church will be to shun its

prophetic role when speaking to the culture about homosexuality 
c. If current trends continue, repercussions for maintaining (much less promoting)

the biblical view will be such that many will be tempted to appease, rather than
oppose, the normalization of homosexuality 

d. And since that appeasement will constitute a withholding of essential truth, it will
likewise constitute a betrayal the church’s function as the conscience of the state

e. The dark side of the movement: there is an intolerant, heavy-handed element of
the modern gay rights movement that seeks not only to normalize homosexuality
but to also silence anyone who resists their efforts 
(1) 2003 in Sweden after the government added sexual orientation to its hate

crimes law, Pastor Ake Green was arrested and served jail time for
preaching a sermon pointedly condemning homosexual behavior while
commending love for homosexual people 

(2) in New Zealand a Christian video criticizing aspects of the gay rights
movement and advocating a traditional approach to sexuality was
confiscated and, initially, banned as homophobic and damaging 

(3) in Canada free speech was dealt a lethal blow when C-250 (the country’s
new hate crimes law) was enacted 

(4) 1989 the AIDS activist group ACT UP (Aids Coalition to Unleash Power)
invaded St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City while mass was being
celebrated, throwing themselves into the aisle in protest of Cardinal
O’Connor’s views on homosexuality and ...  trampling on the consecrated
communion wafer p.45

(5) Hamilton Square Baptist Church in San Francisco when a conservative
speaker known for his anti-homosexuality views was scheduled to address
the evening service, gay activists surrounded the church, physically
refusing entrance to people trying to get inside, vandalizing the building,
and terrorizing worshipers (the police refused to intervene)

(6) 2008 in Lansing, Michigan a gay “anarchist” group called Bash Back
invaded the Mt. Hope Church, throwing condoms and other objects in the
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sanctuary, taking over the service and kissing in from of the altar - stating
they were punishing the church for its homophobic stance

(7) small wonder, then, that some churches are reluctant in the face of these
sorts of disruptions to take a clear stand 

f. The church has, at times, a divine mandate to be controversial for the sake of the
truth. And to shun that responsibility is to say, by our silence, that truth is not
valuable enough to take a risk for; not essential; and, finally, optional. And when
truth is optional, it can no longer, with integrity, be called truth. p.46

4. Church mis-handles truth 
a. NOTE: speak the truth in love    Ephesians 4:15
b. When truth is mishandled, it is easily rejected. Worse, the credibility of the entire

church is crippled when a minority of local Christian speak truth, but without
love, reducing their message to the homosexual to a series of clangs and clashes
from bells that were meant to ring, but instead, merely omit sounds utterly
offensive and entirely ineffective. p.48

C. Homosexuality and the truth: a time to speak (by Paul Copan, PhD.) p.51
NOTE: Sobering at least and frightening at most to observe how casually both the culture and the
church are taking the concept of objective, verifiable truth and moral facts 
1. Basic issues with relativism p.52

NOTE: relativism maintains that a belief can be true for one person or culture but not
another; personal autonomy; selective
a. The unsustainable “you can’t legislate morality” view p.53

NOTE: we can and should legislate morality at a fundamental level when it
concerns, say, the safety and security of individuals and promotes the public good
by preserving the fundamental rights of all 

b. Legislating morality does not mean advocating “positive law,” which equates the
legal with the moral 
(1) these two are distinct and some things that are legal (e.g.  adultery and

pornography) are immoral, and certain practices that had been legal (e.g.
slavery and racial discrimination) are immoral 

(2) any recognition of human dignity and worth requires legislating morality 
(3) rights are granted because of inherent human dignity, which has been

granted by God, who made humans in His image 
c. The myth of neutrality 
d. The emptiness of the “right to choose” slogan p.54

(1) freedom to choose what? 
(2) choices can be immoral or moral - choice is not morally neutral in itself 

2. Law and morality (dangers of over-legislation and under-legislation - balance necessary)
a. Where possible, we should try to discourage behaviors without criminalizing

them.   Laws, when possible, should be the second line of defense.
(1) Historian Tacitus (AD 55-120) wrote of Rome: “the more corrupt the

Republic, the more numerous the laws.”
(2) Be careful, rather than quick, to act through legislation 

b. As citizens, we should engage in civil discussion or debate, seeking to persuade
with public reasons aimed at the public good p.55
(1) offer public reasons for the position we believe should be adopted 
(2) show concern for the public good 

c. Citizens should remember the three R’s
(1) rights of our fellow citizens without regard to their particular faith or lack
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thereof 
(2) responsibilities or duties to recognize the same rights for others 
(3) respect for others through free, truly civil discourse, debate, and

persuasion 
3. Marriage, the family, the church, and the government: divinely given institutions 

a. NOTE: government is to be a servant of good for those living within its borders 
Romans 13:4; I Timothy 2:1-4 
(1) the protection of basic individual human rights (life, property) p. 56

(a) equal treatment under the law
(b) basic civil rights 

(2) a respect for privacy as much as possible 
(3) a respect for the religious rights of individuals and groups to worship or

not according to the dictates of their conscience (freedom of religion)
(a) not favor or endorse one over against others - a sacred public

square
(b) not officially embrace a secular or naked public square (freedom

from religion)
(4) an effort to preserve the integrity of important institutions that contribute

to the well-being of society 
b. Christian political involvement p.57

(1) on the positive side of the ledger, the religious right has had a zeal to
change the culture rather than sit passively on the sidelines 

(2) on the negative side, the religious right will often nostalgically appeal to
“our Christian roots” or press for “a return to Christian America”
(a) to outsiders in our pluralistic society such language can appear

quite threatening
(b) such appeals are directed toward retaining the reins of political

power
(c) the common perception by outsiders is that Christians are an

interest group concerned about promoting their own welfare rather
then the public good 

(3) Christians must be on guard against the temptation to trust in political
activism - achieving the desired results through legislation and having
certain Supreme Court justices in place p.58

(4) rather than being change agents in society Christians have assumed that
the way to bring about lasting changes is to vote the right candidate in the
office 

(5) promoting our own views into law without winning the hearts and minds
of the broader culture leads to short-lived victories 

c. The prophetic role of the church
(1) churches must declare Jesus to be Lord over prevailing ideologies and

secularly motivated political commitments
(2) leaving social change in the hands of elected politicians or Supreme Court

justices abdicates our role as spirit-inspired agents of social and moral
change (“salt and light”)

4. The “no big deal” legislation question? p.60
a. Once the government sanctions and promotes same-sex unions as morally

legitimate marriages a drastic change has occurred 
b. Government sanctioning of gay marriage applies pressure to require other
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institutions to impose the recognition of same-sex unions as morally legitimate
marriages 
(1) adoption agencies/Catholic charities 
(2) businesses/companies (rental use of facilities) p.61
(3) Christian organizations holding a traditional, Orthodox Christian view on

homosexuality forced to allow gay leadership or lose tax-exempt status 
(4) religious educational institutions (housing for same-sex couples?)
(5) NOTE: Inter-varsity Christian Fellowship at Tufts University was

defunded because it did not allow gays in leadership 
(6) public school students forced to receive sex education that condones

homosexual relationships p.62
5. The relativism question

a. For many, marriage is just a social construction rather than a matter of human
nature/design and how best to function and flourish in light of that design
(1) group marriage? p.63
(2) incestuous marriage?
(3) bestial marriage?
(4) pedophilia? (cf. NAMBLA North American Man/Boy Love Association)

NOTE: the American psychological Association in its Psychological
Bulletin no longer views pedophilia as harmful 

(5) polygamous or polyandrous marriage (a man with multiple wives or a
woman with multiple husbands)?

(6) marriage to oneself?
(7) nonsexual marriage?
(8) marriage to material objects?

b. If marriage is just a socially constructed arrangement as a result of human choice
and preference it’s hard to see how any marital arrangement can rightly be banned

6. The “loving environment for children” question
a. Legalized same-sex marriage leads to talking about parents, not fathers and

mothers 
b. The term parent is changed to something like the person in the home caring for

the child p.64
c. Marriage is inherently geared toward reproduction - rather than needing to look

outside for adding to one’s family which gay marriage necessarily requires 
d. Complementarian role modeling is absent in gay marriage 

7. The “scientific” question p.66
a. 1973 the American psychiatric Association’s position on homosexuality was

reversed but this had nothing to do with advances in scientific research to support
the biology of homosexuality p.67
(1) prior to this time the APA had listed homosexuality in its Diagnostic and

Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(2) its about-face was the result of strong political pressure from gay activists

b. NARTH (National Association of Research and Therapy of Homosexuality) has
effectively utilized reparative therapy to help persons deal with unwanted
homosexual attraction with numerous success stories 

8. The “born gay sexual-orientation change” question
a. This book will elsewhere note the evidence that people are not born gay and that

same-sex attraction is not necessarily fixed for life if people are seeking change in
the right way 
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b. Same-sex attraction though not inborn is also not a choice but is deeply (but not
necessarily inextricably) imbedded in the psyche p.68
NOTE the work of NARTH and Exodus international as well as Joe Dallas’
Genesis Counseling

c. It may be misleading to talk in terms of radical and immediate “conversion” from
homosexual attraction to heterosexual attraction ... but rather a decrease of one
desire and an increase of another 

d. Thoughts, choices, actions, and reactions even if subconscious and established
early in life can shape the neurological patterns within the brain so that they
become deeply embedded - leading to a restructuring or transformation of the
brain in patterns that help shape the direction of lives, reinforcing thought
patterns, habits, and desires 
NOTE: Dr. Jeffrey Satinover (Harvard Medical School) ...
(1) the neocortex is the part of the brain that we might consider as the seat of

the will … it is also the part of the brain whose connections between the
neurons will be slowly modified over time, strengthening some
connections, weakening others, and eliminating some entirely-all based on
how experience shapes us 

(2) these changes make it that much more likely for us to make the same
choice with less direct effort the next time - and that much more difficult
to make a different choice p.69

e. Just because we are born a certain way doesn’t mean that it ought to be affirmed -
let alone that we are compelled to carry it out.   We shouldn’t make the mistake of
moving automatically from “is” to “ought” 
(1) what if one is born with a tendency towards aggression and criminal

activity?
(2) what if one has a tendency toward alcoholism or substance abuse?

f. Presumed explanations for behaviors are not the same as justifications for those
behaviors

g. St. Paul reminds the Corinthian believers that some of them had one time
practiced homosexuality    I Corinthians 6:11

h. The New Testament stresses the wrongness of homosexual behavior -
homosexual attraction is not the issue 

9.  Goals and strategies of the gay rights movement
a. While there are some homosexuals who struggle with their same-sex orientation

and want to change, there are yet others who just want to be left alone and not stir
things up politically - and there is also a vocal minority who make as their primary
goal the overthrow of the “archaic institution” of heterosexual marriage or
“radically reordering society’s view of reality” or “transforming the definition of
family in American culture” - indeed, the very fabric of society 

b. One of the movement’s key goals is to change the definition of marriage - a
redefinition that will affect us all 

c. Some goals of the gay rights movement are less ominous - issues such as legal
sanctions or permissions for homosexual partners to have health insurance
benefits for gay partners as well as hospital visitation p.71

10. Speaking and living the truth in love
a. The evangelical church that knows how to respond properly to homosexuality is

more the exception than the rule
b. Typically, inquiring homosexuals seeking a church home do not feel welcomed,
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and those struggling with same-sex attraction are not encouraged to confide in
Christians because they do not feel safe 

c. Evangelical churches should be warmly welcoming yet not affirming - a safe
place for all sinners to come investigate the claims of Christ and to find hope and
healing p.72

d. Christians should listen and love
D. A history of the gay rights movement in America (by Joe Dallas) p.77

1. A population, a community, and a movement p.78
a. There has always been a homosexual population made up of women and men who

are primarily attracted to the same sex
b. The homosexual community usually referred to as “the gay community,” “lesbian

and gay community,” or “gay lesbian bisexual transsexual community” (GLBT) is
comprised of those within the homosexual population who choose to thus identify
themselves, either to the public in general, or to a limited group, or only to each
other

c. The gay rights movement itself is made up of both homosexual and heterosexual
people who support the normalization of homosexuality in the culture and a
variety of social and political goals toward that end p.79

d. Many homosexuals choose not to be identified by their sexual attractions (often
called “closet cases”)

e. Overview: p.80
(1) initially the goal of securing tolerance for homosexual people through fair

treatment and protection from violence and ostracizing was the goal
(2) that evolved, in the mid to late 1960s, into efforts to see the culture not

only tolerate but eventually normalize homosexuality
(3) and that in turn segued into the demand for the culture to adopt a

uniformly pro-gay viewpoint and for different levels of discomfort or even
retaliation to be meted out to those who don’t conform

2. 1920-1970: a call for tolerance 
a. 1948 Sexual Behavior in the Human Male by Alfred Kinsey noted that

homosexuality was much more widely practiced and homosexual people more
common than most realized p.81

b. 1951 The Mattachine Society was formed by Harry Hay (the father of the gay
rights movement) - America’s first national gay rights organization 
(1) a masque group known as Societe Mattachine (a secret fraternity of

unmarried townsman who never performed in public unmasked)
conducted dances and rituals during the Feast of Fools at the Vernal
Equinox

(2) the name “Mattachine” Society was chosen because in the 1950s gays
were also a masked people 

c. 1956 The Daughters of Bilitis was formed in San Francisco - the nation’s first
lesbian activist group
(1) the name was taken from Pierre Louys’ 1894 erotic poem Songs of Bilitis
(2) together with the male Mattachine Society they published ONE magazine 

d. 1967 the first issue of The Advocate (a magazine targeted to homosexual readers)
goes on sale

e. 1968 the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches held its first
meeting establishing the first openly pro-gay denomination p.82

f. 1969 the Stonewall riots marked the official birth of the movement
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(1) June 28
(a) nine plainclothes detectives entered a gay bar in New York’s

Greenwich village called the Stonewall Inn
(b) intending to close the bar for selling liquor without a license they

ejected the nearly 200 patrons, arrested the bartender, three
transvestite customers and a doorman 

(c) outside the angry crowd swelled up to nearly 400 and began
hurling rocks and bottles at the police 

(2) June 29
(a) another crowd gathered outside the Stonewall Inn chanting

“legalize gay bars” and “gay is good” p.83
(b) fires were started and bottles were again thrown at police 

(3) four nights later another crowd, this one nearly 500 strong, took to the
streets in Greenwich Village marching and shouting slogans 

(4) immediately after the rioting homosexual activist groups began forming - 
first in New York and then nationwide 

g. How this period could affect the experience and attitude of a homosexual person
today:
(1) between 1920 and 1970 homosexual people were recognized in almost

exclusively negative terms ... the call for tolerance was often met with
dismissal or violence creating ...  “us versus them” mentality 

(2) the pent-up anger unleashed during the Stonewall riots testifies to this and
to some extent continues to fuel the resentment encountered today 

3. 1971-1985: a push for normalization 
NOTE: “Gay pride” was making demands rather than requests - a more defiant tone, less
apologetic 
a. 1971 Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, and Oregon repeal sodomy laws p. 84
b. 1971 a new gay militant group called The Gay Riders began campaigning for

television networks to feature and discuss gay people on the air 
c. 1972 a made-for-TV movie titled That Certain Summer portrays an American

housewife who loses her husband to a young male artist 
(1) other made-for-TV movies 

(a) A Question of Love
(b) An Early Frost
(c) And The Band Played On
(d) Tales of the City
(e) Prayers for Bobby

(2) major feature films advocating the acceptance of homosexuality and
criticizing the traditional view of sexuality as being outdated, ignorant and
dangerous 
(a) Victor/Victoria
(b) Making Love
(c) Longtime Companion
(d) Philadelphia
(e) The Hours
(f) Milk

d. 1973 the American psychiatric Association declassifies homosexuality as a
disorder (declaring it no longer abnormal)

e. 1973 Parents of Gays (later Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays - PFLAG)
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held its first meeting in New York City at the Methodist Church in Greenwich
Village p.85

f. 1976 during his campaign presidential candidate Jimmy Carter commits to issuing
executive orders banning discrimination against gays and lesbians in the military,
housing, employment and immigration 

g. 1976 Exodus International, the largest network of Christian ministries addressing
homosexuality from a traditional perspective, was birthed (dedicated to equipping
churches to minister to homosexuals and to providing redemptive ministries to
homosexuals and their families)

h. 1977 Dade County, Florida the board of commissioners approved an ordinance
prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation (publicly opposed by Anita
Bryant) p.86

i. 1978 former San Francisco city supervisor Dan White assassinates Harvey Milk,
an openly homosexual man, and also kills Mayor George Moscone p.87

j. 1980 The Courage Apostolate was formed to assist Catholics whose sexuality was
at odds with their faith to live chaste lives in fellowship, truth, and love

k. 1980 a US District Court judge orders the Army to reinstate Sgt. Leonard
Matlovich who was dishonorably discharged in the mid-1970s for disclosing his
homosexuality to a superior officer

l. 1981 the first cases of AIDS are found in homosexual men in New York and Los
Angeles (referred to at that time as GRID or Gay Related Immune Deficiency)

p.88
m. 1984 the virus causing AIDS is identified
n. 1985 movie star rock Hudson dies from AIDS 
o. How this period could affect the experience and attitude of a homosexual person

today: the conservative church came to be seen as the enemy of the gay rights
movement and of gays themselves - an enmity creating tensions and
preconceptions that commonly exist between gays and Christians when they
interact 

4. 1986-2008: a demand for conformity (the gay rights movement showed less tolerance for
those who resisted the shift)
a. 1986 the US Supreme Court rules anti-sodomy laws constitutional, allowing

states to continue making homosexual behavior illegal p.89
b. 1986 the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) began in New York City

giving “in-your-face” gay militancy a lean new look (utilizing public
confrontations and disruptions): “We’re Here, We’re Queer, Get Used to It!”
(1) March 24 demonstration on Wall Street to protest the profiteering of

pharmaceutical companies 
(2) later disruptions of mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
(3) also massive the street protests bringing traffic to a halt in New York City 

c. 1986 the American psychiatric Association removes “ego-dystonic”
homosexuality from their classification manual (“ego-dystonic homosexuality”
meant that while homosexuality was not itself considered an illness, if it clashed
with an individual’s conscience or self-perception it was ego-dystonic and
treatable for that reason)

d. 1988 (October 11 ) marks the first national “Coming Out Day” p.90th

e. 1993 the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell" policy is instituted in America’s military
(service members would no longer be questioned about their sexual orientation
and, provided they kept it to themselves, they were free to serve)
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f. 1997 Ellen DeGeneres’ character “Ellen Morgan” comes out as a lesbian on the
popular sitcom Ellen
NOTE: others who “came out” ...
(1) Rosie O’Donnell 
(2) Richard Chamberlain 
(3) Tab Hunter
(4) Clay Aiken
(5) Ray Boltz
(6) Michael Stipe
(7) George Michael
(8) Meredith Baxter 

g. 1998 (October 7 ) Matthew Shepherd is murdered in Laramie, Wyoming by Erinth

McKinney and Russell Henderson p.91
h. 1999 the religious gay activist group Soulforce is formed by Rev. Mel White and

his partner Gary Nixon with the intention of recruiting and training volunteers to
join in “confronting the anti-gay words and actions of fundamentalist Christians”
(1) White

(a) a former pastor and professor at Fuller Theological Seminary 
(b) a ghostwriter for Billy Graham, Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson
(c) an accomplished film producer and communicator 
(d) wrote his autobiography, Stranger at the Gate, in 1994  p.92
(e) asserted that teaching and preaching against homosexuality

constitute “spiritual violence” 
(2) endorsers:

(a) Jay Bakker 
(b) Arun Gandhi 
(c) Yolanda King 

(3) created disruption and protest at churches, Christian universities, and
Christian conferences around the country 

i. 2000 Vermont became the first to state in the country to legally recognize civil
unions between gay or lesbian couples

j. 2003 the US Supreme Court rules in Lawrence versus Texas that laws prohibiting
sodomy are unconstitutional, narrowly reversing its stance of seven years earlier
in Bowers versus Hardwick

k. 2003 Gene Robinson, an openly gay man, is elected bishop-designate of New
Hampshire by the Episcopal General Convention p.93

l. 2004 (May 17 ) same-sex marriages become legal in Massachusettsth

m. 2008 (May 15 ) the California State Supreme Court rules it unconstitutional toth

deny same-sex couples equal marriage rights
n. 2008 Barack Obama is elected president having promised to use the bully pulpit

to urge states to treat same-sex couples with full equality in their family and
adoption laws 

o. How this period could affect the experience and attitude of a homosexual person
today ...
(1) shift from pluralism to conformity 
(2) those who hold the traditional view now find themselves not only to be

outrageously politically incorrect, but, in many cases, called upon to
defend and explain such “bigoted” belief that homosexuality is abnormal

p.94
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E.  Terms, definitions, and concepts (by Joe Dallas) p.97
1. Introduction 

a. Be direct but respectful ...  accurate but not insulting ...  considerate but
uncompromised 

b. ABC’s - accurate, biblical and considerate p.98
c. can say a person is committing a sin without resorting to overly offensive terms 

2. Sexual orientation 
a. Heterosexual: primary sexual attraction is toward the opposite sex 
b. Homosexual: primary sexual attraction is toward the same sex
c. Bisexual: sexual attraction is toward both sexes p.99
d. There are no proper ways of expressing a homosexual orientation to be found in

the Bible 
(1) Romans 1:26,27
(2) Leviticus 18:22; 20:13 
(3) I Corinthians 6:9-10 
(4) I Timothy 1:9-10 

e. The Bible does not condemn homosexual or bisexual orientation as a deliberate
sin but any deliberate expression of homosexuality through action, sexual fantasy,
or lust is biblically prohibited.

f. It is mistake and, to many homosexuals, an insult to say, “you chose to be
homosexual.” 

g. Homosexual actions, like heterosexual ones, are certainly chosen… but the
orientation itself is an involuntary condition the homosexual person neither chose
or requested.

3. Terms referring to homosexual people p.100
a. Homosexual is a word first coined in 1869 by German author Carl-Maria

Kertberry in reference to men who were sexually attracted to other men 
b. Gay, according to historian John Boswell, was a code word in the early 20th

century for homosexuals ...  and implies approval more than the term homosexual
when it’s used in self reference  

c. Lesbian: comes from Lesbos, a Greek island of the East Aegean Sea where the
ancient Greek lyric poet Sappho lived in the sixth century BC (and whose poems
were about her passion for her students) p.101
(1) her writing is known for its celebration of love between females 
(2) her name is often involved as a less direct reference to lesbianism than the

word lesbian itself - some say that there was a “Sappho-like quality to the
relationship”

(3) term “lesbian” indicates approval and acceptance as well
d. Bisexual: person who is sexually attracted to both sexes 
e. GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender): term used to describe the modern

gay rights movement or homosexual community
f. Transgender: term generally used in reference to transsexuals - women or men

trapped inside the body of another often dressing and living in the role of the
opposite sex, and at times undergoing sex-change surgery to resolve their conflict

4. Common slang or pejorative terms p.102
a. Faggot or fag (homosexual man)
b. Dyke (lesbian)
c. Bull Dyke (noticeably masculine or mannish lesbian woman)
d. Fairy (noticeably effeminate homosexual male)
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e. Queer (used historically of all homosexuals or of those aggressively open about
their sexuality)

f. Queen (slang for flamboyant or imperious homosexual man)
g. Fag hag (heterosexual woman attracted to or who enjoys socializing with

homosexual men)
5. Commonly used terms or phrases we don’t recommend 

a. “Love the sinner, hate the sin” 
(1) well-intentioned saying that has become a cliché 
(2) others (one’s self included) seen as non-sinners or homosexuality seen as a

worse sin than others 
b. “Struggling with homosexuality” (only appropriate when referring to someone

who is in conflict over the issue and views it as a sinful tendency to resist) p.103
c.  “The gay lifestyle” (implies there is one lifestyle observed by all homosexuals

which is untrue)
d. “The gay agenda” (implies a uniform social or political agenda shared by all

homosexuals and/or implies that there is something inherently wrong in having an
agenda)

6. Commonly used clinical terms and references p.104
a. Gender identity (a person’s sense of identity as male or female usually including

their comfort with their own masculinity or femininity or their level of comfort
with the role the culture expects them to live out as a male or female)

b. Reparative therapy (a phrase referring to counseling, psychotherapy or to other
forms of psychological treatment for homosexuals who are in conflict over their
sexuality - that homosexuality represents unmet emotional needs or conflicts that
need repairing)

c. Gay-affirmative therapy (opposite of reparative therapy) p.105
d. Ego-dystonic homosexuality (one’s homosexuality is at odds with one’s world

view or personal desires and is therefore in conflict with one’s sense of one’s self
- ego-dystonic as opposed to ego-syntonic)
(1) the APA declared that homosexuality in and of itself was not a disorder

while still making treatment available for those to whom it was
unacceptable 

(2) in 1986 ego-dystonic homosexuality was also removed from the DSM 
(3) as of this writing the only diagnosis that can refer to a person’s conflict

over their homosexuality would be “sexual disorders not otherwise
classified “ 

e. Hermaphrodite (born with both male and female genitals - a physical abnormality
- complex medical condition requiring prolonged, thoughtful treatment and
decision-making p.106

f. AIDS-related terms
(1) AIDS: Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(2) HIV: Human Immunodeficiency Virus (virus that can lead to AIDS in the

person affected with it)
(3) HIV-positive/HIV-negative (person infected with or not infected with the

HIV virus)
g. Other commonly used terms p.107

(1) same-sex attraction (a term often used in lieu of homosexuality especially
among people who are uncomfortable applying the term homosexual to
themselves)
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(2) ex-gay (term used by many identify themselves as having either overcome
homosexuality or as having stopped homosexual behavior or as having
rejected the label/identity “gay”)

(3) homophobia (coined in 1972 by psychologist George Weinberg, a gay
activist, in his book Society and the Healthy Homosexual)

III. Part Two p.111
A. Understanding pro-gay theology (by Joe Dallas) p.113

1. Introduction
a. Argument: the claim that the Bible is authoritative but does not condemn

homosexuality
b. Requires a revision of Scriptures relative to homosexuality 
c. Churches that eventually adopt the revisionist view are often referred to as a gay-

friendly or open and affirming church or denomination p.114
d. Christians who identify themselves as homosexual, bisexual, lesbian, or

transgender often referred to themselves as gay Christians, or gay and lesbian
Christians

e. 1981 Dr. John Boswell’s book, Christianity, Social Tolerance and Homosexuality
(1) provided a popular and groundbreaking explanation and defense of the

revisionist view 
(2) argued that [Scripture] verses traditionally understood to condemn

homosexuality have been mistranslated, misinterpreted, or misunderstood 
f. contra cf.  Joe Dallas’ book, The Gay Gospel?: How Pro-gay Advocates Misread

the Bible
g. contra cf.  Robert Gagnon’s book, The Bible and Homosexual Practices: Texts

and Hermeneutics p.115
2. Genesis 2:18-24 (created intent)

a. Traditional view: God’s intention for human sexual relationships is limited to
heterosexual union between man and woman in marriage

b. Revisionist argument: a gay couple could hardly begin the population process -
these verses cannot be seen as a model for all couples 

c. Response: 
(1) while it is true that this passage does not forbid homosexual relations, it

provides the primary model for sexuality by which other forms of sexual
expression must be judged 

(2) male-female union introduced in Genesis is the only model sexual
behavior consistently praised in both Old and New Testaments p.116

3. Genesis 19:4-9 (the destruction of Sodom)
a. Traditional view: the men of Sodom were attempting homosexual contact with

Lot’s visitors and Sodom was destroyed for its great wickedness p.117
b. Revisionist argument #1

(1) Sodom was destroyed because of the inhospitality of its citizens - not
because of homosexuality

(2) Lot was violating Sodom’s customs by entertaining guests without the
permission of the city’s elders - thus prompting the demand to bring the
men out so that we may know them (no sexual connotation intended)

(3) Hebrew term “yada” means “to know” but of its use 943X a sexual
meaning is carried in perhaps 10 uses 

c. Response: this argument makes little sense in light of Lot’s responses
(1) act not so wickedly, my brethren 
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(2) he answered their demands by offering his two virgin daughters
d. Revisionist argument #2 

(1) rape, not homosexuality, was the sin of Sodom (violence - forcing sexual
activity upon another - is the real point of the story)

(2) had  the attempted rape been heterosexual in nature, judgment would have
fallen just the same p.118

e. Response 
(1) this argument is partially true 
(2) but Thomas Schmidt’s cited evidence from early literature connected

Sodom with more general homosexual practices
(a) Testimony of Benjamin 9:1 
(b) Testament of Naphtali 3:4
(c) Jubilees 16:5; 20:56 
(d) Philo and Josephus plainly name same-sex relations as the

characteristic view of Sodom 
f. Revisionist argument #3: general wickedness, not homosexuality, was the sin of

Sodom - pride, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness     Ezekiel 16:49 
g. Response

(1) this argument is partially true 
(2) homosexuality was only a part or symptom of Sodom’s wickedness 
(3) Ezekiel also says of the sodomites: “they were haughty, and committed

abomination before [the Lord]” (the sexual nature of these abominations is
suggested in  II Peter 2:6-7)

(4) Sodom and Gomorrah … indulged in sexual immorality and unnatural lust 
  Jude 1:7 p.119

(5) other texts 
(a) III Maccabees 2:5 
(b) Jubilees  16:6

4. `Moses and homosexuality   Leviticus 18:22; 20:13 
a. Traditional position: under Leviticus law homosexuality was one of many

abominable practices punishable by death
b. Revisionist argument #1 (idolatrous homosexuality is the problem)

(1) The practices mentioned in these chapters have to do with idolatry not
homosexuality 

(2) Hebrew word for abomination in Leviticus is usually associated with
idolatry

(3) homosexuality itself was not the problem but its association with idolatry 
(4) God was not prohibiting the kind of homosexuality we see today - He

forbade the sort that incorporated idolatry p.120
c. Response

(1) the prohibitions against homosexuality (Leviticus 18 and 20) appear
alongside other sexual sins - adultery and incest for example - which are
forbidden in both Old and New Testaments (God’s displeasure with them
whether or not any ceremony or idolatry was involved)

(2) despite the contention that the word for abomination is usually associated
with idolatry, it in fact appears in Proverbs 6:16-19 in connection with sins
having nothing to do with idolatry or pagan ceremony

(3) if the practices in these chapters are condemned only because of their
association with idolatry, then it logically follows that they would be
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permissible if they were committed apart from idolatry - but that would
also mean that incest, adultery, beastiality, and child sacrifice are also only
condemned when associated with idolatry - otherwise they are allowable
(no serious reader of these passages could accept such a premise) p.121

d. Revisionist argument #2: “you’re picking and choosing!” - Christians are not
under the law today so even if these verses do condemn homosexuality that
condemnation is not relevant today

e. Response:
(1) the Law is holy and good     Romans 7:12 

(a) the Law is a schoolmaster that makes us aware of our need for
salvation     Galatians 3:24 

(b) Jesus did not come to destroy the Law but to fulfill it    Matthew
5:17

(2) the New Testament clarifies portions of the law that are no longer binding
upon Christians 

(3) some commandments are contained in the Law but some also transcend
the Law p.122
(a) the abominations practiced and prohibited  in Leviticus 18:27

defiled the land when committed by the land’s inhabitants (and
God stated He abhorred the people who inhabited the land before
Israel did because they practiced these behaviors)   Leviticus 20:23

(b) Leviticus 18 and 20 prohibit incest, bestiality, adultery, and
homosexuality 

(c) these prohibitions are repeated in the New Testament as well
making them not only a part of the Law but of the broader biblical
ethic as well 

5. Jesus and homosexuality p.123
a. Revisionist argument #1: “Jesus said nothing about homosexuality” (argument

based on silence)
b. Response: the argument is misleading and illogical 

(1) it assumes that the Gospels are more authoritative than the rest of the
books of the Bible (but all Scripture is given by inspiration of God   II
Timothy 3:16) p.124

(2) it assumes that the Gospels are more comprehensive than they really are 
(a) ought one to believe that Jesus did not care about wife-beating or

incest because he said nothing about them?
(b) there are any number of evil behaviors Jesus did not mention by

name
(c) Christ’s silence on homosexuality in no way negates the very

specific prohibitions against it appearing elsewhere in both the Old
and New Testaments

(3) it is inaccurate in that it presumes to know all of what Jesus said     John
21:25 (also, homosexuality while absent from Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John is conspicuously present and forbidden in both Testaments) p.125

(4) it wrongly assumes that because Jesus said nothing specifically about
homosexuality He said nothing about heterosexuality as the standard (but
note that He spoke in specific terms about God’s created intent for human
sexuality   Mark 10:5-9)

c. Revisionist argument #2: “Jesus mentioned homosexuals favorably when
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referring to ‘eunuchs’”
(1) cf. the book by Episcopal priest Tom Horner, Jonathan Loved David, re:

Matthew 19:10-12 in which he stretches the definition of the term
“eunuch” (traditionally understood to mean castrated or without
reproductive organs) to also include homosexuals p.126

(2) he brings homosexual men under the umbrella of this passage 
(3) he also applies to homosexuals the blessings pronounced in Isaiah 56:4-8 

d. Response: the argument is misleading and inaccurate as it distorts the meaning of
the term “eunuch”
(1) the underlying Hebrew word comes from a root meaning “to castrate” 

NOTE: as was commonly understood eunuchs were castrated deliberately
to be put into service guarding women without the threat of sexual
interaction or they were born without testicles 

(2) the underlying Greek word is used of a “castrated person, or an impotent
man”    Acts 8:26-40

e. Revisionist argument #3: “Jesus healed a centurion’s male lover, thus offering
tacit approval of their homosexual relationship”    Matthew 8:5-13 p.127
(1) the servant and his master had a sexual relationship 
(2) the centurion’s concern for the servant was born not of brotherly but

romantic love
(3) by healing the servant Jesus offered endorsement of their love 
(4) the Greek term “pais” describes the younger partner in a male homosexual

union p.128
f. Response: the argument is misleading 

(1) the conclusion that their love was sexual is very questionable
(2) other words for a homosexual lover were available at the time Matthew

recorded this event - words that would have made a sexual relationship
between men much clearer 

(3) while it is true that at times there were sexual relations between servants
and masters the leap from at times to all the time is too large 

(4) this requires that we accept Christ’s endorsement of the sexual and moral
behavior of every person he healed and that’s too much to require (Christ
healed out of compassion not obligation)

6. Paul and homosexuality: Romans 1:26-27 (“natural” vs.  “unnatural”) p.130
a. Traditional position: homosexuality is described as unnatural/unseemly 
b. Revisionist argument #1: in these verses Paul is not describing true homosexuals

but heterosexuals who practice homosexuality - thus changing their nature which
is something God abhors) p.131
(1) the real sin is in changing what is natural to the individual 
(2) heterosexuals who deliberately commit homosexual acts violate their true

nature 
(3) this has nothing to do with lesbians and gays who are in loving, committed

relationships and to whom these relationships come naturally
(4) homosexuality if committed by true homosexuals is not a sin 

c. Response: 
(1) there is nothing in Paul’s wording to imply he even recognized such a

thing as a true homosexual versus a false one 
(2) Paul describes homosexual behavior as unnatural no matter by whom it is

committed 
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(3) when referring to men and women in these verses he uses two Greek
words that emphasize biology - “arsenes” and “theleias”

(4) both words are rarely used in the New Testament and when they do appear
they emphasize the sex of the subject 

(5) Paul notes that homosexual behavior was unnatural to them as males and
females

(6) he is not considering any such thing as sexual orientation 
(7) he is arguing that homosexuality is biologically unnatural to anyone

p.132
(8) the fact that these men were “burning in lust” for each other makes it

unlikely they were heterosexuals experimenting with homosexuality 
d. Revisionist argument #2: “these verses only apply to people given over to

idolatry, not gay Christians who worship the true God” p.133
e. Response: 

(1) idolatry certainly plays a major role in Romans 1
(2) but does the revisionist interpretation also apply to the other issues listed

in Chapter 1 - they are only sinful if practiced in the context of idolatry but
legitimate if practiced in a loving, responsible way?

f. Revisionist argument #3: “Paul is describing excessive, irresponsible sexual
behavior based on lust and promiscuity - this has nothing to do with responsible,
committed, loving homosexual relationships” p.134

g. Response: the people practicing homosexuality in this chapter were, according to
Paul’s wording, lusting after members of the same sex and engaging in same-sex
erotic acts 
(1) Paul condemns the thing itself without qualifying the condemnation to

only apply to homosexuality when it is practiced irresponsibly or with
many partners 

(2) the condemnation is of the thing itself - not the way it is practiced 
7. Paul’s use of the terms “Malakos” and “Arsenokoite” in I Corinthians 6:9-10 and I

Timothy 1:9-10 
a. Traditional position: by referring to “arsenokoite,” meaning homosexual, and

“malakos,” meeting homosexual prostitution or possibly pederasty (sex between
adult men and younger boys) Paul is saying that homosexuality, homosexual
prostitution, and pederasty are vices excluding their practitioners from the
kingdom of God which are soundly condemned in the Law p.136

b. Revisionist argument #1: 
(1) Paul was referring to prostitution only, or immoral behavior in general,

when he mentioned “arsenokoite”
(2) “malakos” does not refer to gay men but rather to men who prostitute

themselves, probably dressed as females or at least assuming a feminine
sexual role

(3) “arsenokoite” (it is claimed) is a word coined by Paul - never appearing in
Greek literature before he used it in the Scriptures 

(4) there were at the time other words for homosexual available in Greek 
(5) had Paul meant to refer to homosexuality would have used one of these

words already in existence 
(6) “malakos” is also used in Matthew 11:8 and Luke 7:25 of those who are

“gorgeously appareled and live in luxury” - not necessarily homosexuals 
c.  Response 
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(1) Paul coined 179 terms in the New Testament but coined words do not
significantly change the context of the verses in which they appear p.137

(2) “arsenokoite” combines two words, “arsane” (referring to the male gender)
and “koite” (meaning bed or couch used in a sexual connotation   Romans
13:13; Hebrews 13:4) - both of which appear infrequently in the New
Testament 

(3) nothing in the words male or a bed implies trade, buying, or selling -
making the claim of prostitution unlikely 

(4) “arsenokoite”is the Greek counterpart to the Hebrew phrase “mishkab
zakur” (“mishkab”is Hebrew for bed or couch with a sexual connotation
and “zakur” is Hebrew meaning male) p.138

(5) “mishkab zakur” is found in two texts where sex between men is expressly
forbidden    Leviticus 18:22; 20:13 

(6) the Septuagint uses the terms “arsane”and “koite” when translating
prohibitions against homosexuality in the same Levitical passages  
Leviticus 18:22; 20:13

(7) Paul’s term “arsenokoite”was taken directly from the Greek translation of
Leviticus’ prohibitions against homosexual behavior and his intent could
not be more clear 

(8) although “arsenokoite” is unique to Paul, it refers specifically and
unambiguously to sex between men

(9) “ ... we can sympathize with the deeply ingrained nature of homosexuality,
no matter what its origins, as we realize our own deeply ingrained sinful
desires.  And since we didn’t choose our inherited Adamic nature, we can
concur that homosexuals, by and large, have not chosen their orientation. 
But we can and must declare that if they claim to belong to Christ, then
they, like us, are required to put aside what seems natural, deeply
ingrained, and even unchangeable within, then submit themselves as living
sacrifices to God, yielding to his purposes instead of their own passions.
Only then can they, or any of us, find true peace.” p.139

B. Rebutting pro-gay theology (by Joe Dallas)
NOTE: this chapter contains suggested dialogue for interacting with homosexuals Biblically yet
graciously

IV. Part Three p.161
A.  Homosexuality and American psychiatry: where we’ve been and why it matters (by Joe Dallas)

1. 1869-1956: classification p.163
a. 1869, Carl Westphal, a professor of psychiatry in Berlin, publishes a case history

of a “female homosexual,” referring to her condition as “contrary sexual feeling”
and considers her lesbianism to be congenital, not acquired 

b. 1886, Richard von Krafft-Ebing produces Psycopathia Sexualis, in which he
approached the condition as both environmental and inherited

c. 1935, Sigmund Freud states in his “Letter to an American Mother” that
homosexuality…  i nothing to be ashamed of ...

d. 1940, Newdigate Owensby promotes pharmacological shock therapy for the
treatment of homosexuality (i.e. “aversion therapy”)

e. 1948, Sexual Behavior in the Human Male, Alfred Kinsey’s groundbreaking work
is released in which he states that 10% of the males surveyed claimed to have
been homosexual for at least three years (they had not necessarily been
homosexual all their lives, nor would they necessarily be homosexual in the
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future) p.165
f. 1952, the first edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental

Disorders (DSM) groups sexual deviations, including homosexuality, under the
category of “psychopathic personality disorders” 

g. Two issues were raised during this period that are especially relevant today:
(1) the power of classification and statistics to influence public opinion
(2) the myriad of professional opinions regarding the origin and nature of

homosexuality 
2. 1956-1973: challenge (the “abnormal” position was now to be called into question by

sympathetic doctors, zealously committed homosexual activists, and the growing
influence of a burgeoning gay rights movement) p.166
a. 1956, psychologist Evelyn Hooker begins publishing research on homosexuals ...

concluding that homosexuals were essentially as well-adjusted as heterosexuals
(this research laid the foundation for a massive challenge to traditional thought)

b. 1962, Homosexuality: A Psychoanalytic Study by Irving Bieber introduced the
Family Triad - Distant Father; Close Binding Mother - that would come to be
commonly associated with male homosexuality 

c. 1972, the term homophobia is coined by psychologists George Weinberg 
d. Why it matters: p.167

(1) is homosexuality primarily a moral issue or a clinical one?
(2) is it possible for someone having what is biblically referred to as unnatural

tendencies to still be essentially healthy, mentally and emotionally?
3. 1972-1979: confrontation 

a. 1969, the Stonewall riots marks the beginning of the gay rights movement in
America including defiance and aggression as well as demanding affirmation not
just tolerance 

b. 1973, The Board of Trustees of the APA approves the deletion of homosexuality
from the DSM-II and substitutes a diagnosis of “sexual orientation disturbance” 
(1) gay leaders began protesting the annual convention of the American

Psychiatric Association, demanding a reconsideration of homosexuality’s
diagnostic status, and further demanding that they be included in any
further discussions with the APA on the subject p.168

(2) the APA consented (intense discussion and debate followed)
(3) 12/15/1973 the Board of Trustees of the APA voted to delete

homosexuality altogether from the DSM (nearly 40% of the 10,000 voting
members disagreed with the board’s decision and noted that the entire
process seem to violate the most basic expectations about how questions
of science should be resolved) - the result was not a conclusion based on
approximation of the scientific truth as dictated by reason but was instead
an action demanded by the ideological temper of the times

c. Why it matters:
(1) the APA decision of 1973 is often cited as proof that the issue is settled ...

[but] has no bearing on the Christian position on the subject p.169
(2) the Bible speaks of homosexuality as well as other sexual sins in moral,

not psychological terms 
(3) what is deemed mentally sound by man may not be morally viable to God 

4. 1980 to the present: confirmation 
a. Introduction

(1) The ensuing decades show ongoing, committed efforts on the part of pro-
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gay leadership within the American Psychiatric Association and American
Psychological Association to see that the homosexual-affirming position
was confirmed, in policy and practice 

(2) Pro-gay advocacy groups within both associations worked to convince
their organizations to officially support gay causes (same-sex marriage,
antidiscrimination laws, and so on) and to officially condemn reparative
therapy (making it unethical for licensed therapists to offer it) 

(3) Traditionalist within both groups became more vocal in pointing out the
heavy-handedness of such tactics, forming more alliances with each other
and generating support from unexpected sources, including former APA
presidents who held to a pro-gay position but also recognized the rights of
patients who didn’t share that view to seek treatment compatible with their
perspective

b. 1980, DSM-III creates a new class, the “psychosexual disorders” (including
psychosexual dysfunction, paraphilia [fetishism], gender-identity disorder
[transsexualism], and ego-dystonic homosexuality [a classification referring to
those who are homosexual but did not want to be, making them suitable for
treatment]) p.170

c. 1982, the APA establishes the Caucus of Homosexual-Identified Psychiatrists
which later became the Caucus of Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Psychiatrists

d. 1985, The Association of Gay and Lesbian Psychiatrists is established 
e. 1987, the DSM-III (revised) deletes the diagnosis of homosexuality entirely,

leaving paraphilias and sexual dysfunctions as the two main classes of “sexual
disorders” (all direct mention of homosexuality was now completely expunged
from the manual)

f. 1991, the book, Reparative Therapy of Male Homosexuality, by Joseph Nicolosi
is released amid considerable controversy and celebration, from gays and
conservatives respectfully 

g. 1992, The National Association for the Research and Therapy of Homosexuality
(NARTH) is founded by Drs. Joseph Nicolosi, Benjamin Kaufman, and the late
Charles Socarides as an alternative for people seeking treatment for unwanted
homosexuality 

h. 2000, the American Psychiatric Association issues wto position statements, one in
support of same-sex civil unions and the other expressing reservations about
“reparative therapies” p.171
(1) the statement stated: “to date, there are no scientifically rigorous outcome

studies to determine either the actual efficacy or harm of “reparative”
treatments”

(2) thus the APA expressed tacit official disapproval of reparative therapy
without outright stating it is unethical or harmful 

i. 2001, Columbia University’s Dr. Robert L Spitzer released the evidence for his
conclusions that “homosexuals can change” (shift from homosexual to
heterosexual)
(1) he was Chief of Biometrics Research and Professor of Psychiatry at

Columbia University p.172
(2) he was also the instrumental figure in the APA’s decision to remove

homosexuality from its diagnostic manual of mental disorders 
j. 2004, Dr. Robert Perloff, former president of the APA, addressed a NARTH

convention, emphasizing “The Importance of Client Self-determination” (i.e. self-
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determination is the right of every patient seeking treatment)
k. 2005, psychologist Nicholas Cummings and Rogers Wright charged “intellectual

arrogance and zealotry” within the APA which they claimed was now dominated
by social-activist groups 

l. Why it matters: p.173
(1) controversies within the APA hold long-term major ramifications
(2) what exactly does “change” mean?
(3) what proof exists that a patient’s voluntary attempts to change can be

harmful?
(4) what about a patient’s religious or philosophical worldview… should it

not be respected?
(5) is it really the place of either the American Psychiatric or Psychological

Associations to dictate to its practitioners what their position on
homosexuality should be ... ? p.174

B.  Theories of origin, part one: Inborn theories (by Joe Dallas) p.177
1. Introduction 

a. Homosexuality: an incurable condition or a chosen sin?
b. Homosexuality, in counseling - attempt to change the homosexual’s feelings or

teach the client to live with them?
c. Homosexuality: what are the theories concerning its origins? (presumptions are

likely to color conclusions)
(1) what are the theories’ claims and are they accurate? p.178
(2) what is the world view of the theorist?
(3) is the theory confirmed in, comparable with, or contradicted by the Bible?
(4) if the Bible confirms a theory one can solidly support it 
(5) if the theory itself is not found in Scripture, yet doesn’t contradict

Scripture, it can be considered 
(6) if the theory is clearly contradicted by Scripture it should be rejected
(7) theorists proposing homosexuality as a symptom of fallen nature take a

position the Bible confirms, warranting support 
(8) theories claiming homosexuality springs from family dynamics suggest

something the Bible neither confirms nor denies - so such can be at least
considered

(9) theories insisting homosexuality is normal and to be accepted because it’s
observable in nature are to be rejected on the basis of equating the
morality of mankind with that of the animal kingdom 

d. Homosexuality: causation (options) p.179
(1) inborn
(2) developmental
(3) spiritual/demonic 
(4) interactive 

2. Inborn theories: an overview
a. Claims that homosexuality is something with which one is born and that alone

accounts for it 
b. It is something genetic (determined by a gene or a set of genes) or biological

(caused by prenatal influences other than genes)
c. Historically, proposing homosexuality was inborn didn’t necessarily mean

viewing it as normal - some saw it as an inborn abnormality (like a birth defect)
while others argued it was an inherited condition (as is natural skin color)
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d. Scientific and sex researchers have certainly tried to discover a biological or
genetic cause for homosexuality p.180
(1) genetic base 
(2) prenatal hormonalization of the brain

e. No serious scientists suggests that a simple cause-effect relationship applies p.181
3. Levay, Pillard, and Bailey: a new era

a. 1991, Dr. Simon LeVay examined the brains of 41 cadavers - 19 allegedly
homosexual men and 16 allegedly heterosexual men and 6 allegedly heterosexual
women 

b. His study focused on a group of neurons in the hypothalamus structure called the
interstitial nuclei of the anterior hypothalamus or the INAH3

c. He reported this region of the brain to be larger in heterosexual men than in
homosexuals 

d. He found this region of the brain to be larger in heterosexual men than in the
women he studied 

e. He postulated homosexuality to be inborn, the result of size variations in the
INAH3

f. His study had its flaws
(1) the results were not uniformly consistent

(a) three of the homosexual subjects actually had larger INAN3s than
the heterosexuals

(b) three of the heterosexual subjects had smaller INAH3s than the
average homosexual subject 

(c) i.e.  six of the LeVay’s thirty-five male subjects (17% of his total
study group) contradicted his own theory 

(2) LeVay did not necessarily measure the INAH3 properly (his peers cannot
agree on whether the INAH3 should be measured by its size and volume or
by its number of neurons) p.182

(3) it is unclear whether brain structure affects behavior or behavior affects
brain structure
NOTE: one year after LeVay’s study was released, Dr. Lewis Baxter of
UCLA obtained evidence that behavioral therapy can produce changes in
brain circuitry, reinforcing the idea that behavior can and does affect brain
structure 

(4) LeVay was not certain which of his subjects were homosexual and which
were heterosexual (it was assumed that if the patient’s records did not
indicate that he was gay he must have been heterosexual) (also 6 of the 16
reportedly heterosexual men studied had died of AIDS increasing the
chances that their sexual histories may have been incompletely recorded)

(5) LeVay did not approach the subject objectively (openly homosexual
himself, he told Newsweek magazine that, after the death of his lover, he
was determined to find a genetic cause for homosexuality or he would
abandon science altogether)

4. Michael Pillard and Richard Bailey’s twin study (1991) p.183
NOTE: psychologist Bailey is a gay-rights activist and psychiatrist Pillard is openly
homosexual
a. In each set of twins studied at least one twin was homosexual 
b. Among the identical twins, 52% were both homosexual so Pillard and Bailey

suggested homosexuality was genetic in origin
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c. But Pillard and Bailey’s findings actually indicate that something besides genes
must account for homosexuality 
(1) if 48% of identical twins, who are closely linked genetically, do not share

the same sexual orientation, then genetics alone cannot account for
homosexuality

(2) each set of twins studied was raised in the same household but if the sets
of twins in which both brothers were homosexual had been raised in
separate homes it might be easier to believe that genes played a role in
their sexual development (what effect does environment play?)

(3) to be meaningful at all one would need to examine identical twins raised
in separate venues 

(4) a later study on twins yielded results different from the Pillard and Bailey
(March 1992 the British Journal of Psychiatry published a report on both
fraternal and identical homosexual twins finding that only 20% of the
homosexual twins had a gay co-twin) p.184

5.  Other studies 
a. Studies based on fingertip ridges (30% of the homosexuals tested had a surplus of

ridges on the left-hand) p.185
b. Studies based on finger lengths (lesbians were found to have shorter index fingers

and heterosexual women; gay males tended to have shorter index fingers than
heterosexual males)

c. Studies based on birth order (regarding a male homosexual child the probability
that a male child will grow up as a homosexual increases by about 33% for each
brother born before he was)

d. Study of genes (increased rates of gay people among family members genetically
related to each other even when raised apart in different households)

e. Study of eye blinking inhibition (homosexual and heterosexual men and women
showed significant differences in responding to bursts of loud noises - the reaction
of lesbian test subjects was closer to that expected among straight men ... and gay
men reacted closer to that of women)

f. Hearing sensitivity study (structural differences in the inner ears between lesbians
and heterosexual women  - lesbians had inner ear characteristics that were more
like those of men) p.186

g. Studies of ear emissions (as a group, homosexual and bisexual women’s
emissions were slightly more like that of men and less frequent and weaker than
those of the heterosexual women)

h. Homosexual males’ responses to pheromones (when gay men and heterosexual
women were exposed to the smell of testosterone, the part of their brain that deals
with sexual response was activated but heterosexual men did not show this
reaction)

i. Lesbian responses to pheromones (lesbians’ brains reacted differently to sex
hormones than those of heterosexual women)

j. Brain-scan testing on homosexuals and heterosexuals (found key similarities
between the brains of homosexual males and heterosexual females versus those of
lesbians and heterosexual males) p.187

6. A biblical response 
a. Nothing in a truly biblical approach to the matter denies the possibility that

attractions to the same sex may have physical roots 
b. Differences may exist between a traditional position and a truly biblical one
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(1) traditional position 
(a) homosexual orientation is either chosen or caused by faulty

parenting, sinful choices, trauma, or a combination of all three
(b) attempts to prove homosexuality is inborn are engineered to justify

homosexuality and advance gay rights and should thus be
dismissed

(c) when someone truly repents of homosexuality they lose all
homosexual desires which further proves it cannot be an inborn
trait 

(d) to recognize the legitimacy of any “born gay” studies is to make
ungodly concessions to the pro-homosexual view 

(2) biblical position 
(a) homosexual orientation may be influenced by faulty parenting, or

sinful choices, or trauma, or a combination of all three 
(b) homosexual orientation could also be influenced, or even created

by, inborn characteristics, since the Fall of man has affected all of
us physically, psychologically, and spiritually 

(c) attempts to prove homosexuality is inborn may at times be
engineered to legitimize the behavior, but it’s inaccurate and unfair
to presume all such research is so tainted it can’t be considered 

p.188
(d) repenting of a sinful behavior by no means guarantees losing all

temptations toward that behavior
(e) acknowledging possible inborn tendencies toward a sin is a far cry 

from legitimizing the sin itself 
7. Accuracy of claims and worldview of theorists 

a. The jury is still out as to homosexuality being partially or completely caused by
inborn factors

b. Responses could be learned, not necessarily inborn p.189
c. Studies often neglect the consideration of the “chicken or egg” question: is the

difference in brain structures between homosexuals and heterosexuals the cause
for, or caused by, homosexual leanings?  (cause or affect?)

d. The National Association for the Research and Therapy of Homosexuality makes
a serious point regarding any studies of the brain by emphasizing the capacity of
brain structures to change in response to experience, making it all the more
difficult to determine cause and effect 

e. The accuracy of these studies can be answered with a “maybe” (i.e.  inborn
sources of sexual orientation) p.190

f. Bias need not invalidate results 
8. Theories in light of Scripture (is the theory confirmed in, compatible with, or contradicted

by the Bible?)
a. One can allow that the inborn theory itself need not be seen as contradictory
b. [Since] we are a fallen race, then the possibility of inborn sinful tendency has to

be considered   Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12; John 3:56; I Corinthians 15:50-54 
c. Inborn does not mean “divinely sanctioned”
d. Given the consequences of the Fall and the effects of human sin, we should not be

surprised that such a causation or link is found (the human genetic structure along
with every other aspect of creation shows the pernicious effects of the Fall)

e. Whether inborn or acquired, it is still, like all sexual contact apart from marriage,
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biblically condemned, and what is biblically condemned cannot be legitimized by
a quick baptism in the gene pool (biology does not determine morality) p.191

f. Still, if homosexuality is minimally, partially, or completely generated by inborn
elements, we need to know ([b/c] knowing would inform our approach to
homosexuals with deeper respect for the depth of their orientation, and the
enormous struggles faced by those dealing with what is often an unwanted
orientation that could be inborn as well as ingrained)

g. Christian leaders and conservative voices are recognizing the need to scrutinize,
but not necessarily discount, inborn theories 

h. Albert Mohler: “Christians must be very careful not to claim that science can
never prove a biological basis for sexual orientation. This does not alter God’s
moral verdict on homosexual sin (or heterosexual sin, for that matter), but it does
hold some promise that a deeper knowledge of homosexuality and its cause will
allow for more effective ministries to those who struggle with this particular
pattern of temptation.” p.192

C.  Theories of origin, part two: developmental, spiritual, and interactive theories (by Joe Dallas)
p.197

1. Developmental theories of origin p.199
a. Introduction 

(1) in the early psychoanalytic thought ... homosexuality was described by
Freud himself as a developmental issue - that is, an issue springing from
something that had gone wrong, something preventing normal sexual
development ([but] he ...  considered it a symptom of developmental arrest
- a concept that continues to this day to influence and guide the thinking of
many clinicians, ministers, and laity associated with the issue)

(2) the developmental theory [seems to have been] the dominant view among
psychiatrists and analysts for decades following Freud’s remarks 

b. Bieber and the homosexual triad p.200
(1) Irving Bieber’s book, Homosexuality: A Psychoanalytic Study of Male

Homosexuals, (1962) described a dynamic that seemed common to the
backgrounds of homosexual men, soon to be known as the triangular
system (i.e.  too close to mom and too far from dad)
(a) restrictive and binding maternal behavior on the part of the mother
(b) relationship with father marked by profound interpersonal

disturbance
(2) The developmental theory in general presumed male and female

homosexuals had not properly bonded with their parent of the same sex, or
had experienced some level of too-close bonding with the parent of the
opposite sex, or endured some form of trauma relative to the parent of the
opposite sex, or perhaps, another significant opposite-sex figure

c. Moberly, Nicolosi, and reparative therapy p.201
(1) Christian psychologist Elizabeth Moberly’s (1986) book, Homosexuality:

A New Christian Ethic
(a) proposed that the family dynamics described by Bieber left

[homosexuals] longing for deep yet denied intimacy with the
parent of the same sex (unmet yearnings for same-sex intimacy in
general) - [a] deficit in the relationship with the parent of the same
sex [and] a corresponding drive to make good this deficit - through
the medium of same-sex, or “homosexual” relationships)

Page 28 of  57



(b) Moberly insisted that same-sex intimacy was the answer to the
homosexual drive 

(2) Concurrently, ministries such as Exodus International (a national referral
network of ministries to homosexuals) and Homosexuals Anonymous (a
Christian 12-step approach to homosexuality founded on the principles of
Alcoholics Anonymous) were growing in visibility and influence 

(3) Dr. Joseph Nicolosi, a California-based psychologist, felt the population of
women and men who were homosexual in their orientation, but traditional
in their sexual mores, were done an injustice by the psychiatric community

 p.202
(a) he describes such people as “non-gay homosexuals” 
(b) he pointed out the need for clients dissatisfied with their

homosexuality to have therapeutic services offered to them
(services that would not contradict their worldview by insisting
their only option was to embrace the homosexuality resisting)

(c) he founded NARTH (The National Association for the Research
and Therapy of Homosexuals) - an organization advocating within
the psychiatric community for the rights of patients to pursue
treatments for homosexuality, if they so choose 

(d) such came to be known as reparative therapy (with “reparative”
applying to both the treatment of homosexuality and the
homosexual drive itself - attempts to repair either a damaged sense
of self, or a deficit experienced when same-sex intimacy, usually
with the parent of the same sex, has gone wrong in early
childhood)

(4) Therapist Janelle Hallman uses the phrase defensive detachment to
describe the mother-daughter dynamics (a detachment due to the
“daughter’s perceptions, sensitivities, or negative conclusions and beliefs
about her mother and the nature of their relationship”) p.203

d. Sexualization
(1) It could be logically argued that many heterosexuals had difficulty bonding

with their parent of the same sex, yet never experienced homosexual
desire - hence, according to the developmental theorists, the mystery of
sexualization arises

(2) Sexualization ... occurs when an emotional need is converted,
involuntarily unconsciously, into a sexual desire 
(a) Dr. Julie Herring Hamilton: “ ...to this child, it feels very natural

that he longs for male love. In fact, he typically thinks that he was
born that way, having craved male love for as long as he can
remember ... however, initially it was not a sexual craving, instead,
an emotional craving - a legitimate need for a non-sexual love, an
emotional need that has become sexualized”

(b) Dr. Judd Marmor notes: “a little boy whose behavior is effeminate,
who does not like competitive athletics, and who prefers music and
art, may be disappointing to a macho father, who tends to reject the
boy and distance himself from him.  The mother may respond by
over protecting her son ...” p.204

(c) [Wick note: or the boy distances himself with feminine approval]
e. Three-fold summary of the developmental theory 
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(1) The pre-homosexual boy or girl experiences an unsatisfactory relationship
with his/her parent of the same sex

(2) The parent-child problem could be as benign as an ongoing
misrepresentation on the child’s part 

(3) At a critical point in the child’s development, the emotional need for
same-sex bonding becomes involuntarily sexualized, thus the homosexual
response represents a sexual desire born of a legitimate, but unmet,
emotional need 

f. Accurate and biblical?
(1) A casual view of literature ... shows an overwhelming number of

[professionals] saying “yes” to the accuracy of the developmental theory ...
but criticisms deserve to be heard p.205

(2) It is subjective … rely[ing] on retrospective analysis on the patient’s part -
speculation and interpretation (the potential for inaccuracy cannot be
denied - conclusions based on data that’s largely or completely
unverifiable)

(3) It is one thing to say, “Many women and men report unsatisfactory
relations with their parent of the same sex, and a yearning for same-sex
love, which seems to have taken on a sexual component” ... [and] quite
another to insist, “all homosexuals had unsatisfactory relations with their
same-sex parent; therefore homosexuality always springs from unhealthy
family dynamics” p.206

(4) There is the question of the sexualization of same-sex desires - why does it
happen to some and not to others?

(5) Countless heterosexuals experienced unsatisfactory relations with parents
and peers of the same sex, yet never experienced homoeroticism 

(6) The sexualization of same-sex desires is a plausible concept, but it
shouldn’t be assumed to apply to all homosexuals (many lesbian women
and gay men report excellent relations with both of their parents just as
many heterosexuals report poor relations with theirs)

(7) There is a difference between traits and causes
(a) an historically unsatisfactory relationship with a same-sex parent

may be a trait shared by many homosexuals that did not
necessarily cause their homosexuality 

(b) or it may indeed be causative in some or many cases, yet not in
others 

(8) There may or may not be a genetic or inborn cause of homosexuality, but
there may be inborn characteristics that make some people more
susceptible to the sexualization of unmet need than others

(9) The developmental theory seems to hold true for many but, perhaps, not
all homosexuals (the jury remains out)

(10) The developmental theory does not contradict biblical teaching and is at
least compatible with Scripture p.207

2. The spiritual theory of origin
a. The belief that homosexuality is caused by the demonic forces ...  has few well-

known advocates 
b. Proponents of the spiritual theory generally agree that Satan, who hates humanity

and seeks its destruction, attempts to influence people through suggestion,
seduction, or possession to do things contrary to what is right and decent
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c. ...  to the spiritual theorists, homosexuality is a manifestation of demonic activity
in a person’s life, an activity to which the individual may well have opened
himself

d. some proponents of the spiritual theory see homosexuality as a route to demonic
possession rather than a symptom of it p.208

e. Demonic origins: and accurate and biblical approach? p.209
f. Neither the inborn theory nor the developmental theory is specifically spelled out,

or commended by, the Bible, but neither do they contradict the Word p.210
g. But the spiritual approach, with its insistence that homosexuality represents

demonic activity, appears to contradict what both the Old and New Testaments
tell us about sin
(1) not one Bible verse referencing sexual sin refers to it as a manifestation of

demon possession or oppression 
(2) Jesus addressed adultery, fornication, and lust in the Gospels without once

calling them demonic and without once advising exorcism or spiritual
deliverance as the solution 

(3) Jesus referred to sexual sin not as being demonic in origin but as being
human in origin - springing from the heart    Matthew 15:19

(4) Paul described sexual sin as a manifestation of the flesh rather than a
demonic problem   Galatians 5:19 p.211

(5) numerous examples of demonic possession in the Gospels and Acts [do
not] include manifestations of possession as of sexual nature

(6) nowhere in the Gospels, the book of Acts, or the epistles is exorcism or
deliverance recommended for or to a person who has been practicing
sexual sin

3. The interactive theory
a. The most solid theoretical ground is an interactive approach stating that

homosexuality is probably caused by a constellation of factors
b. The interactive theory considers both the inborn and developmental theories as

having merit, with each of them contributing to the formation of attractions to the
same sex (environmental and hereditary - the result of complex intermingling of
genetics and environment) p.212

c. It may simply be the case that a person is … born with a set of traits that makes
him/her more susceptible to homosexuality later in life, given certain
developmental variables p.213
(1) then, homosexuality, itself may not be inborn, but the traits that make it

more likely for one person to be attracted to the same sex than another are,
in fact, inborn 

(2) so the inborn and developmental elements may be working in concert,
producing sexual orientation together, rather than as single agents

d. The interactive model proposes that a combination of elements are necessary for
homosexuality to develop 

V. Part Four p.217
A. Counseling men who struggle with homosexuality (by Joe Dallas) p.219

1. Principle one: the Christian counselor must be informed p.221
a. Introduction 

(1) Know your state’s requirements for operating as a professional counselor,
which may include a Masters degree, supervised training, and a written or
oral exam 
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(2) Read what’s been written from a Christian perspective on the issue - e.g. 
(a) Reparative Therapy of Male Homosexuality: A New Clinical

Approach by Joseph Nicolosi 
(b) Handbook of Therapy for Unwanted Attractions edited by Julie

Harren Hamilton and Philip Henry 
(c) Ex-Gay?: A Longitudinal Study of Religiously Mediated Change

in Sexual Orientation by Stanton Jones and Mark Yarhouse
(3) A thorough working knowledge of biblical references to human nature, the

struggle between flesh and spirit, and sanctification is also crucial (cf. 
Romans 1;  I Corinthians; II Corinthians; Galatians) p.222

(4) Consult with The National Association for the Research and Therapy of
Homosexuals (NARTH) www.narth.com and Exodus International

b. APA positions 
(1) know the American Psychiatric Association’s current positions on

diagnosis, treatment guidelines, and ethical concerns
(a) the APA does not consider homosexuality to be a disorder of any

kind, sexual or otherwise 
(b) the counselor and those who come to the counselor should know

that while homosexuality may be immoral or spiritual issue, it is
not, according to the APA, a psychological one 

(c) NOTE: the counselor and counselee can discuss, agree or disagree
with be APA’s position but the counselor should protect
himself/herself and one’s client by letting the counselee know what
the APA position is 

(2) the DSM does classify “distress over one sexual orientation” under DSM
section 302.9 

(3) other DSM codes can be used as well if the man with whom you are
working presents other, more clearly diagnosable conditions 

(4) the American Psychiatric Association and American Psychological
Association do not endorse treatment for homosexuality (reparative
therapy) nor do they specifically prohibit or condemn it p.223

(5) refer regularly to the APA official website for updates on professional
ethics and referr to the NARTH website www.narth.com for updates on
controversies on clinical issues concerning the Christian professional 

c. Further considerations 
(1) there is no one counseling mode that’s proven to be more effective than

others for men struggling with homosexuality 
(2) what matters is that your approach is biblically sound, clinically viable,

and one in which you are well-versed p.224
(3) general recommendation: men working with men and women working

with women 
2. Principle two: the Christian counselor holds a biblical worldview while respecting those

with other perspectives 
a. Introduction

(1) men who are in conflict over their attractions (“ego-dystonic”) in contrast
to men who are attracted to the same sex and feel no conflict over these
attractions (“ego-syntonic”)

(2) some who have no internal conflict over their homosexuality but feel acute
external pressure to address it in counseling p.225

Page 32 of  57

http://www.narth.com
http://www.narth.com


(3) others who are undecided 
b. Avoiding compromise p.226

(1) it seems wrong for the Christian counselor to be aligned with goals that are
forced on the counselee so it helps to ask the counselee how he himself
feels about his sexuality, what goals he would like to pursue in counseling,
and then decide whether if these are goals the Christian counselor can [in
good conscience) help him attain

(2) if he is not in conflict over it, or is undecided, then [the Christian
counselor] cannot force him to accept [the Christian] viewpoint p.227

(3) [the Christian counselor] can not help a counselee achieve goals the
Christian counselor deems to be immoral 

(4) this isn’t to say that the Christian counselor is neutral on the subject;
rather, he is respectful of his counselee’s views (being both fair and
prudent to let an ego-syntonic counselee know the Counselor’s position on
homosexuality)

3. Principle three: the Christian counselor is clear about prognosis and approach p.228
a. Not making promises of change that cannot be realized 
b. Not being unclear as to what “change” means 
c. Not taking an approach that is unhelpful at least or harmful at worst 

4. Principle four: the Christian counselor provides a place of safety, education, and
exploration p.229
a. The counseling room should be a sanctuary - a place of safety
b. Goals

(1) achieve and maintain sexual purity
(2) greater self-knowledge
(3) clearer sense of direction
(4) relief at having been able to speak about things before unaddressed
(5) healthier relating skills
(6) reduced anxiety
(7) improved ability to manage temptations and desires

c. Elements of therapy p.230
(1) a good working relationship and strong sense of trust 
(2) identify and grieve past losses or abuse 
(3) provide an environment where feelings can be explored, validated, and

understood
(4) establish positive role models and friendships with both sexes (healthy,

balanced, and caring people that have respectful boundaries)
(5) become in touch with one’s own “wanting” or passion in life 

5. The [Christian] man who struggles: who he is, what he’s facing, what he needs to hear 
a. Introduction 

(1) holds to a traditional biblical view-which largely accounts for his coming
to you p.231 

(2) feels angry or bewildered that God has not removed his homosexuality 
(3) identifies himself primarily as Christian, but feels largely misunderstood

by the church (which he feels sees him as either the worst or weirdest of
sinners)

b. The role of sanctification in counseling and the role of counseling and
sanctification 
(1) as a believer in Christ the counselee is being sanctified     I Thessalonians
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4:3-4 
(2) correction is part of the sanctification process    Hebrews 12:8; Revelation

3:19 
(3) there is a difference between orientation and behavior  

(a) homosexual orientation is an involuntary condition for which one
is not morally responsible

(b) homosexual behavior is a voluntary act with moral consequences 
(4) theories of origin are useful but inconclusive
(5) the how is more important than the why (emphasize how to live obediently

more than why one is tempted to do the opposite) p.232
(6) prognosis for change (probably the individual will continue to be

homosexuality attracted to a greater or lesser degree)
(a) change in behavior
(b) change in perspective
(c) change in frequency of homosexual attractions
(d) change in intensity of homosexual attractions

(7) counseling goals
(a) develop tools for permanent abstinence from homosexual behavior
(b) manage of homosexual desires
(c) enhance of heterosexual response when and where appropriate
(d) address damage done to primary relationships if applicable p.233
(e) correct unhealthy relational patterns (if applicable)
(f) attain or maintain healthy relationships
(g) enhance intimacy with God
(h) other specific goals unique to the counselee and his situation

6. The ROUTE model  
a. Repentance (turning away from unacceptable behavior) p.234

(1) internal goals 
(a) clarified direction
(b) increased hunger for righteousness
(c) increased hatred of sin
(d) increased confidence in God’s grace 

(2) external goal: reject unacceptable behaviors by separating as much as
possible from them     Matthew six: 29-30 

(3) NOTE: all true change begins with repentance and repentance is about
action not just confession or acknowledgment (turning from what’s
unacceptable toward what’s healthy and right) p.235

(4) NOTE: obedience comes first 
b. Order (establishing a structure of disciplines and alliances to enhance direction

and motivation) p.236
(1) internal goals 

(a) deeper intimacy with God
(b) stronger and more consistent motivation
(c) deeper awareness of counselee’s belonging to and responsibility to

his primary relations (wife, family, close friends, community and
the body of Christ) 

(2) external goals
(a) establishment of devotional life of prayer, study of Scripture, and

personal reflection
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(b) establishment of weekly accountability if needed (personal checks
and balances) p.237

(c) making confession and restitution if needed 
c. Understanding (a working knowledge of sexual and emotional patterns) p.238

(1) internal goal: the “Aha” experience as in “now I see why I feel that way, or
experience this pain, or have these temptations”

(2) external goals p.239
(a) become better educated on root causes of sexual and emotional

conflicts
i) one can repent of sinful behavior but one cannot repent of a

legitimate need 
ii) recognize the need and learn healthier ways of meeting that

need    Isaiah 55:2  
(b) analyze family dynamics and personal history to better understand

patterns, tendencies and weaknesses of which to be aware (not in
an attempt to blame but rather to correct patterns) p.240

d. Training (to maintain sexual integrity) p.241
(1) internal goal: higher tolerance for discomfort, frustration, or “cravings”

and adaptation of a soldier or athlete mindset when addressing internal
conflicts    II Timothy 2:3-5 

(2) external goals p.242
(a) maintain consistency
(b) manage temptations when they arise

i) temptation is guaranteed and is no indication the counselee
is doing anything wrong 

ii) the goal is not to reach a point of freedom from temptations
but rather to successfully and consistently respond to them
when they arise   James 1:12 

iii) resistance of sin is an act of worship Romans 6:2-14
iv) relationship health is critical   

(c) attain, strengthen, or correct primary relationships 
e. Endurance (finishing the course     II Timothy 4:7) p.243

(1) internal goal: contentment and awareness of passion and calling 
(2) external goal: relapse prevention (steward mindset - manage his own body

carefully)    I Corinthians 6:19-20; 10:12
B. Counseling women who struggle with lesbianism (by Melissa Fryrear) p.247

NOTE: exchange “I’m 99.9% gay” to “I’m 100% His” p.248
1. Where she’s been: emotional roots

a. There is no one single factor that causes same-sex attraction 
b. There are a combination, and an accumulation, of a number of possible

influencing factors 
c. Five of the most common influencing factors follow below: p.249

(1) family dynamics (either real or perceived - each one perceives his or her
world differently - so one must consider what literally happened or what is
perceived to have happened)
NOTE: some have not accurately perceived their parents’ love 
(a) element one: the mother-daughter relationship 

i) fractured
ii) mother perceived as downtrodden and weak (causing the
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daughter to reject the perceived weakness of womanhood)
 p.250

iii) men perceived as more desirable role models:
a)  strong and in control
b)  not easily pushed around
c)  less likely to be victimized
d)  respected and valued more than women

iv) the mother, out of her own state of emotional
unhealthiness, is unable to meet the emotional needs of her
daughter - there is a reversal of need (the mother tried to be
more of a friend than a nurturer leaving the daughter
longing for maternal love)

v) daughter feels as if she is the parent
vi) lack of connection with the mother who is emotionally

absent, distracted by other things seemingly more important
than her child (her career, her boyfriends or her social life)
a) the daughter felt abandoned, ignored, or unaccepted,

leading to an eventual emotional detachment from
the mother

b) defensive detachment (a decision to emotionally
detach from the source of the pain) p.251

vii) disidentification with the mother leading to a longing for
connection with the feminine that becomes sexualized in
adolescence or adulthood (longing for a connection with
the feminine in themselves or looks to another female for
the identification and connection she is missing) p.252

viii) missed significant ongoing experiences of being the object
of another’s undivided, engaged, and regulating attention 

ix) NOTE: a mother may have really loved and valued her
daughter, but has been unable to either be with her or bond
with her as fully as the child wanted and needed her to
(long work hours, physical limitations, [and] situations that
can not be prevented can all be misread by the child who
might see them as rejection and in response emotionally
detach)

(b) element two: the father-daughter relationship p.253
i) the relationship with one’s opposite sex parent may also

play an influencing role - four things in particular are ideal
for a father to convey to his daughter:
a) protection
b) attention
c) adoration
d) support

ii) a father who is physically present and emotionally available
to his daughter conveys three important things to his
daughter  
a) a sense of worth as a person
b) a sense of value specifically as a female
c) a model for relating to the opposite gender in a
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healthy way
iii) when a father is physically absent and emotionally

unavailable and/or unaffirming (or so perceived by his
daughter) the converse may occur 
a) insecurity
b) devaluation as a female
c) inability to relate in a healthy way with the opposite

sex 
iv) early problems with the father can create negative ideas

about men in general (a girl’s perception, regardless of
whether it’s true, can become her reality) p.254

(c) element three: the parents’ emotional relationship 
i) in general, homosexual women did not observe as much

meaningful affection between their parents as did non-
homosexual women p.255

ii) marriages that were or seemed unhealthy caused the
daughter to reject the concept of wife and mother 

(2) sexual abuse p.256
(a) the occurrence of sexual abuse among lesbian-identified women is

disproportionately high 
(b) NOTE: Dr. Stanton Jones, Provost of Wheaton College and author

of the book Homosexuality: The Use of Scientific Research in the
Church’s Moral Debate adds, “experience of sexual abuse as a
child ... more then tripled the likelihood of later reporting
homosexual orientation ...”

(c) as a result of being sexually violated by a man, many women have
rejected their identity as a woman (because it’s perceived to be a
liability), shunned relationships with men, and turned exclusively
to other women for affection and love

(d) it is not to be maintained that sexual abuse by itself causes
homosexuality or that is in the background of every lesbian-
identified woman but it’s in the background of many p.257

(3) gender nonconformity (appearance, behaviors and preferences that are
typically considered masculine)
(a) Dr. George Reckers: 

i) “ ... gender nonconformity in childhood may be the single
most common observable factor associated with
homosexuality” as well as “ the retrospective sense of
having been different from other children” p.258

ii) “ ... this does not mean that gender nonconformity directly
causes homosexuality, but it may still have a substantial
developmental influence”

(b) the nonconformity itself often seems to be an indicator of future
lesbianism - [possibly] caused by prenatal hormonal influences or
influenced by peer or sibling relationships in which case the girl
will feel like a “tomboy” from early in life (looking or behaving in
a mannish way)

(c) some have tried to look like a man when living homosexually in an
effort to keep oneself safe 
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(4) peer pressure p.259
(a) for many, formative years were marked by an ongoing,

overwhelming sense of feeling “different” or “standing out” or
conflicts invisible and internal but no less real

(b) a girl compares herself to peers of the same sex and may not, in her
own estimation, measure up 

(5) judgments and inner vows
(a) may unconsciously make important conclusions or judgments

about people or things: herself, women, men, and the roles of
mothers and fathers, marriage, and sexuality 

(b) NOTE: Diane Mattingly wrote ...
i) “Girls disconnected from their mothers often begin to hate

their emotions and all the other things that make them
women ... but those internal characteristics ...  actually
make us feminine beings ...”

ii) [b/c of a] father’s verbal assaults [she may vow] never [to]
be like [her] mother - never be under the control of a man,
never be dependent upon a man, never be weak or admit
vulnerability p.260

d. Emotional needs (a strong but unmet need for intimacy with the same sex, or
homo-emotionality that develops into homosexuality when the emotionally
evolves into the sexual) 
(1) for some, lesbian relationships could be understood as an unconscious

attempt to restore what was missing in the relationship between a daughter
and her mother 

(2) for others, a breakdown in the affirmation process between father and his
daughter may ... leave her with a genuine need for love that is safe,
combined with the belief that “safety” and “men” don’t go together 

(3) many believe that at its core, lesbianism is not about sex - it is primarily
about connecting or more specifically about connecting emotionally with
another woman - a need that can later develop into a sexual expression
through the process called sexualization p.261

e. Sexualization 
(1) the EBE Theory (Exotic Becomes Erotic theory) - what is exotic, foreign,

or different to us becomes erotic 
(2) “sexualize:” a deliberate act of eroticizing or “lusting after” an individual

or an involuntary process by which an individual’s emotional desire
becomes a sexual desire

2. Where she is p.262
a. Women coming for counseling may not only be dealing with lesbianism but with

relational, identity-oriented issues as well (even if one has repented of lesbian
behavior, those issues are going to remain and need to be dealt with)

b. When a woman says, “I’m lesbian,” it doesn’t necessarily mean “I’m exclusively 
lesbian” (sometimes a woman’s sexual orientation is fluid/not exclusive in
attraction)

c. Four variations of same-sex behavior:
(1) same-sex experimentation
(2) emotional enmeshment p.263
(3) Generation Y or the Millennial Generation - a younger woman who is
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heterosexual but who has engaged in same-sex behavior for a variety of
reasons:
(a) actually trying to draw the attention of a young man in whom she’s

interested (such may arouse men)
(b) lacks personal sexual boundaries and so when confronted with the

situation sees no reason to refuse 
(c) considers bisexuality in vogue or chic 

(4) classic lesbianism (one who strives to fulfill emotional needs and sexual
desires solely in relationships with other women - often having very little
attraction to men or none whatsoever)

d. Dramatic increase in the number of younger women who are crossing over sexual
boundaries and engaging and often casual same-sex behavior 
(1) experimenting with bisexuality
(2) rite of passage 
(3) “LUG” (“Lesbian Until Graduation”)
(4) “BUG” (“Bisexual Until Graduation”)

3. What she needs p.264
a. Principle one: the Christian clinician must be informed

(1) stay abreast of one’s governing organization’s ethical standards and
guidelines

(2) know where one’s governing organization stands on homosexuality and
related issues and on treatment approaches

(3) practice: stay informed and be responsible (see Joe Dallas’ summary under
“A” above) p.265

b. Principle two: the Christian clinician holds a biblical worldview while respecting
those with other perspectives p.266
(1) a number of lesbians have no problem with their lesbianism but want to

work on other emotional or relational problems (each client has the right
to self-determination)

(2) practice: respect the client’s goals and beliefs
c. Principle three: the Christian clinician is clear about prognosis and approach

p.268
(1) many or most of the woman coming to a Christian counselor or pastor will

be ego-dystonic - in which case they’ll probably share [the Christian]
worldview (although attracted to women she doesn’t want to be)

(2) practice: clarify your beliefs regarding sexual orientation change and
treatment approach (be clear and have [both] biblical and clinical backing
for your definition of “change”) p.269

(3) make it clear to one’s client what sort of change she can expect and how
the counselor and counselee will attempt to see those changes happen 

d. Principle four: the Christian clinician provides a place of safety, education, and
exploration (cf. Joe Dallas’ summary above)

e. Principle five: the Christian clinician considers the uniqueness of the client and
attempts to address her individual needs p.270
(1) family dysfunction 
(2) emotional detachment p.271
(3) gender nonconformity
(4) sexual abuse
(5) sexual fluidity
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C. Change, growth, and the “post-gay” concept: a few words from someone who’s been there (by
Randy Thomas) p.277
1. An oversimplification: 

a. “ I don’t know many people on this journey out of homosexuality who willingly
use the “ex-gay” label for themselves - it implies that a person was once gay and
now is not, and never will be again p.278

b. The labels, “gay,” and “straight” were created to frame a modern cultural debate
over same-sex attractions and are not actually states of “ being”

2. Reflecting the inner change 
a. On some occasions people “repent” of homosexuality for wrong reasons: 

(1) they may truly be homophobic and self-loathing
(2) they may be living in fear or condemnation from an early oppressive

religious experience that preached to them a false gospel of works instead
of grace 

(3) they may repent because they have too (i.e. somehow in her mind
homosexuality trumps even God’s gracious atonement made available by
faith in Jesus Christ)

(4) [But God] want us to run toward him and allow his power to transform our
lives through grace, not through condemnation p.279

b. My journey (it is God’s kindness, not fear, that leads to a sustainable repentance)
(1) a change in attitude and perspective p.280
(2) what was I doing that grieved the Lord? p.281

3. So what changed?
a. less “cruisy” 

(1) no longer sexualizing men immediately upon seeing them
(2) having sex with other men immediately stopped 

b. porn thrown out 
c. remain single and celibate p.282
d. being “ex-gay” isn’t the goal p.283
e. becoming spiritually mature and more Christlike is the goal (trying to live up to

what the name “Christian” implies)
4. Post-gay: a new paradigm 

a. “Ex-gay” sets up men and women for a fall when that bipolar model doesn’t seem
to fit their experience p.284

b. “Post-gay” 
(1) a useful alternative (an ontological statement that is a vectorial statement -

a description of/instruction in a direction and magnitude/a movement - not
a position [ontology])

(2) less about being straight or gay and more about a choice of a journey 
c. Following God toward reality p.285

(1) “Post-gay:” a journey away from a false identity constructed around one’s
emotions into an identity grounded in following Jesus 
(a) for some a change in sexual orientation
(b) for others no change in sexual attraction but still choosing to leave

behind a false identity which defines an unchangeable aspect of
their being to walk by faith wherever God leads

(2) “Post-gay” is indicative of a life journey beyond gay, not necessarily an
identity brand (a choice to live outside the false social construct of gay vs.
straight) - not an easy journey but a “worth it” journey p.286
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D. Tips for ministry to homosexual strugglers (by Alan Chambers) p.289
NOTE: do’s and don’ts/guidelines
1. A case in point: me p.290

a. Did not feel homosexual but felt different
b. Others noticed the differences and teased him about them 
c. Dreamed about being accepted by the guys (later wished to be a girl so that guys

would really like him) 
d. Molested as a child by a teenage boy (innocence was stolen and craving for simple

camaraderie was hijacked - becoming confused with sex) p.291
e. Became a sexual addict - homosexual life was all about sex 
f. Grew up conflicted over sexuality (never wanting to or choosing to have same-sex

attractions)
g. Wanted to change  
h. Tried attending a “gay-affirming” church (tried to force himself to believe God

liked what he was doing)
i. Did not want to continue in what he’d experienced in gay life (hopelessness,

instability, and superficial existence)
j. Wondered if celibacy was the answer (could he be “gay” and live without sex -

“diet homosexuality”) p.292
k. Learned that his desire for men was at its core a desire for friendship, acceptance,

and affirmation from other males
l. [Realized that] homosexuality, on the other hand, was an immature and selfish

drive meant only to satisfy one’s own desires and needs, not a mutual relationship
based on meeting each other’s needs 

m. His journey into heterosexuality was difficult but successful as he persevered 
n. An older heterosexual man took it upon himself to mentor him 

(1) listened to him
(2) affirmed him
(3) hugged him appropriately
(4) treated himas his equal - as a man 

o. Confidence was built and he established friendships with other men his age -
healthy relationships p.293

p. Eventually met and married his wife (a female)
2. Five tips for effective ministry to homosexual people 

a. Keep it biblical (one who is well-versed in the Word can do a lot of good
addressing the human condition from a biblical perspective)
(1) God created human sexuality    Genesis 2:18-25 p.294
(2) we are a fallen race and the Fall has affected all parts of our life so it is no

surprise to experience all sorts of sexual brokenness   Genesis 3:16-17;
Galatians 5:19-21 

(3) we are dead in sin until Christ gives us life no matter what our particular
sins may be    Romans 3:23; I Corinthians 15:21-22 

(4) sexual behaviors apart from monogamous heterosexual marriage fall short
of God’s will    Leviticus 18; 20; I Corinthians 6:9-10; I Timothy 1:9-10

(5) when born-again one is given the power to turn from sinful behavior    
Romans 6:12-14 

(6) there is still a struggle between the flesh and the spiritual throughout one’s
life so some amount of temptation toward old behavior is guaranteed  
Galatians 5:17
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(7) growing in prayer (I Thessalonians 5:17) and the study of the Word (II
Timothy 2:15); deep and healthy relationships within the church (II Peter
1:22); and striving to serve others (Mark 9:35) are three key ingredients to
healthy living and overcoming struggle 

(8) former homosexuals are nothing new     I Corinthians 6:11
(9) happiness in this life is desirable, but not at the expense of eternal life  

Matthew 5:29-30
(10) put aside sin with an eye toward eternal rewards    Hebrews 12:1-4 

b. Keep it clear 
(1) call people to purity p.295
(2) call people to literal battle with the world, the flesh, and the devil himself

(godly warfare is an undeniable part of godly living)
(3) the biblical concept of “change” is not a complete and permanent relief

from struggle    Galatians 5:15; Romans 7
(4) the power of sinful temptations is greatly reduced through obedience and

sanctification (Romans 6:14; II Corinthians 3:18) but the presence of sin
and temptation, to some degree, is a fact of Christian life in this fallen
world    I John 1:8 

(5) change is definite, incomplete, and ongoing 
c. Keep it honest 

(1) speech should be grace-filled, but that’s no reason to shy away from an
honest assessment of one’s behavior
(a) be honest about homosexual sin
(b) be honest about homosexual people (untold numbers of lies have

been told about them)
(2) one can preach against sin without slapping stereotypes onto the persons

practicing it p.296
d. Keep it wise 

(1) ask for wisdom     James 1:5
(a) when to rebuke
(b) when to weep
(c) when to be silent
(d) when to confront
(e) when to encourage 
(f) when to persevere with a struggler
(g) when to turn an unrepentant rebel over to his or her own ways

(2) when the homosexual man or woman is repentant, he/she will be willing
to abstain from homosexual sex, and to take steps necessary to walk away
from that behavior, identity or both

e. Keep it relevant p.297
(1) encourage your church to host a seminar for your congregation on

homosexuality
(a) what the Scripture says about homosexuality 
(b) how the gay rights movement impacts the church 
(c) how to witness and to love homosexual people 

(2) work cooperatively with ministries in your area that already provide group
support or Christian counsel to people struggling with homosexuality 

(3) consult regularly with people who have been doing this sort of work (to
glean insights and practical suggestions)
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(4) from the pulpit address human sexuality from the biblical perspective
(a) homosexuality
(b) sexuality in general
(c) sex within marriage
(d) how to manage sexual desires before or apart from marriage
(e) the joy and value of sexuality contrasted with the damage done by

sexual sin 
3. Responding biblically p.298

a. Abstain from all appearance of evil   I Thessalonians 5:22 p.299
b. Flee from sexual sin    I Corinthians 6:18 
c. Church leaders must live by biblical standards (place in writing biblical standards

for church leadership and indicate that failure to uphold the same are grounds for
dismissal from position) p.300

d. Consult with The Alliance Defense Fund (a Christian legal organization devoted
to protecting churches and ministries)

E. Sexual addiction (by Nancy Heche) p.303
NOTE: The Sexual Recovery Institute (SRI)
1. Introduction 

a. Sexual addiction is defined as:      p.303-304
(1) a progressive intimacy disorder characterized by compulsive sexual

thoughts and acts (recurrent failure to control the sexual behavior despite
significant harmful consequences)

(2) the escalating negative consequences of sexual behaviors that are acted out
compulsively and impulsively, often without regard to personal relational
consequences 

(3) not on the type or frequency of sexual acts in which one engages, but the
“escalating negative consequences” and the disregard for the effects on
one’s personal life p.304

(4) when a person practices sexual activity to the point of negatively affecting
his or her ability to deal with other aspects of life ...  and becomes
dependent on sexual experiences as his or her primary source of
fulfillment ...  regardless of the consequences to health, family and/or
career 

b. Homosexuality and sexual addiction are not the same 
(1) many homosexual men and women are not sexually active, and thus could

hardly be labeled “sex addicts” 
(2) others may be sexually active, but display none of the symptoms

associated with sexual addiction 
c. Feelings and activities that surround addictive sexual behaviors: 

(1) shameful
(2) secretive p.305
(3) abusive 

d. The life of a sex addict is usually saturated with a profound sense of
unworthiness, disbelief in the idea of being acceptable to anyone on a deep and
meaningful level, and a history of attempted compensation for substitution in
fantasy (a jolt of pleasure such that for a brief while they can forget that they are
hopeless, lost, or destined for the trash bin of humanity)

2. A Christian position p.306
a. David Kyle Foster: 
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(1) “The ironic thing is that the sexual addict uses what God intended as a
primary means of intimacy (sexual relations) to achieve just the opposite
... the sex addict will depersonalize the object of his or her lust and use sex
as a flight from intimacy rather than a means of intimacy ... “

(2) “What is not known ...  is whether these conditions precede the initial
behavior or whether the behavior generates brain irregularities that then
precipitate further dysfunctional behavior ... ” p.307

(3) “Most addictions have their genesis in early childhood trauma, where self-
esteem and self-worth have been significantly compromised ...”

(4) “... biggest battle: turning from a focus on “self” to a focus on God ...”
b. Five points to consider when helping the sex addict:

(1) the addict needs to reject the addictive behavior by separating himself
from it (putting distance between the addict and the behavior and as much
as is possible removing access to that behavior)

(2) the addict needs to establish himself in daily fortifying (daily prayer and
scripture reading, reflection, and a mental review)

(3) the addict needs weekly accountability (secrecy is one of the most
empowering influences that keep addictions alive)

(4) the addict needs to make amends to those affected by his behavior
(repentance includes a willingness to address the damage a sin has done
and as much as possible repair that damage) p.309

(5) the addict needs to accept the fact that, to some extent, the addictive
behavior he’s renounced will have some attraction to him for the rest of
his life (prepare for the reality of lifelong temptations)

VI. Part Five p.313
A.  The parent’s dilemma (by Nancy Heche) p.315 

1. What happened? p.316
2. What we can do p.317

a. What went right? p.318
b. What went wrong? p.319

3. Answering some questions p.323
a. Let [your loved one] know that he/she cannot be a part of something that’s

morally and spiritually wrong 
b. Exercise your authority when deciding upon friends with whom he/she is allowed

to hang out 
4. Keep the conversation going
5. Find out where he/she is spiritually p.324
6. Offer but do not force counseling

a. the counseling relationship is a very personal, delicate one 
b. counseling requires willingness and high motivation on the part of the person

being counseled, and if that is not there not only does it usually not work but it
can also hugely damage the relationship between parent and child

7. Let him/her tell you what he/she is feeling (take their words at face value) p.325
8. Ask the right questions, then listen carefully/respectably to the answers p.326
9. Family situations 

a. Telling other family members (the individual should be the one to decide who is
told about his/her homosexuality and should assume the responsibility to tell them
in his/her own time)

b. Arguing about the issue (call a moratorium, agree that you’re going to disagree,
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and find other things to discuss when you’re together) p.327
c. Displaying affection (re: their partner - let your son or daughter know your

feelings about physical affection between them in your family’s company/come to
an understanding of what is or is not a workable approach)

B. The spouse’s dilemma (by Nancy Heche) p.331
NOTE: in many cases when a man/woman “comes out of the closet,” he/she brings a bewildered
and heartbroken [spouse] right along with him/her p.332
1. The spouse comes out too (cf.  The Straight Spouse Network) p.333
2. “How, and why, did this happen to me?” p.335

a. Prior knowledge (a person usually knows he or she is attracted to the same gender
early in life and prior to marriage)

b. Conflict over homosexuality (there are several reasons a person will choose to
marry someone of the opposite sex in lieu of partnering with some of the same
sex)
(1) cultural taboos 
(2) belief that her heterosexual marriage offers more stability than

homosexual partnership 
(3) religious conflict 
(4) hope that marriage will eliminate, or at least alleviate, one’s conflict with 

his/her homosexuality p.336
c. Ongoing homosexual attractions in spite of marriage 
d. Stressors(“defaulting” to the behavior that offers primary sexual gratification

becomes an increasingly attractive option)
e. Outside intimacy (a relationship that begins as a friendship but evolves into an

adulterous affair)
f. Accessibility weakens resolve p.337

(1) when that which a person is committed to resisting becomes more readily
available, inevitably it is harder to resist 

(2) the Internet has made all forms of pornography, homosexual included,
available in ways no one could have dreamed possible 

(3) one can now, in safety and anonymity, chat with others who are
homosexual, exploring their feelings and their options (weakening the
resolve of married homosexuals who were initially committed to fidelity)

3. What to do when a spouse discovers that his or her spouse is homosexual?
a. Ascertain where your spouse stands on his/her homosexuality p.338

(1) sexually active outside our marriage or only describing sexual attraction?
(2) currently involved with or in love with another man or woman?
(3) resisting homosexual tendencies or considering “coming out” and acting

on those desires?
(4) still committed to the marriage, undecided, or considering ending it?
(5) if still committed to the marriage, willing to get into counseling with one’s

spouse to deal with this?
b. Remember the difference between orientation and behavior
c. Consult with a qualified third-party  
d. Consider immediate medical concerns (medical testing for sexually transmitted

diseases and HIV) p.339
e. Avoid knee-jerk reactions 

4. The story hasn’t ended 
a. In many cases, the shock of discovery and the hard work of rebuilding is only the
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first part of the story
b. Repentance on the part of the homosexual spouse p.340
c. Forgiveness on the part of the other spouse 

C. The adult child dilemma: one woman’s first-hand thoughts (by Nancy Heche) p.343
1. Reports so far seem contradictory as to what effect same-sex parenting has, in the long

run, on adult children raised by a gay or lesbian couple
2. Small children bond with the adult raising them, whether biological or adoptive p.345
3. If the adults they bond with happen to be homosexual, that is not likely to change their

love for them 
4. However strongly one feels about homosexuality, there is  no reason to believe that

homosexual parents don’t love and care for their children  - so it is a given that, provided
the homes a reasonably safe place, the child raised by a homosexual couple will love both
adults involved 

D. Gay teens (by Nancy Heche) p.349
1. Introduction 

a. Some aren’t sure what their sexual preferences are so experiment with both sexes
(undecided, undefined, or confused) p.350

b. Gay-Straight Alliance Clubs (where openly homosexual, bisexual, and
heterosexual students can meet for discussions and understanding)

c. Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
d. The mean age at which lesbians first have sexual contact with other girls is 16; it’s

just 14 for homosexual boys p.351
2. Helpful categories p.352

a. The conflicted teen (in serious anxiety over his/her same-sex attractions)
b. The questioning teen (not certain where he/she fits on the homosexual-

heterosexual continuum)
c. The gay-identified teen (embraces his/her orientation and has probably announced

it to significant people in his/her life) p.353
d. “A number of studies over the past decade have indicated that rates of suicide

attempts, depression, and unhealthy behaviors are higher among gay teens than
among their heterosexual counterparts, and some studies suggest that early
identification as lesbian or gay, gender nonconformity, and early sexual
experimentation were linked to teenage suicide attempts.   Some would argue that
society’s “homophobia” accounts for their trauma; others insist homosexually
itself is their inherent problem.”

3. What to do?
a. Speak to parents

(1) teach how to respond biblically to challenges they face in the culture and
in their own homes p.354

(2) provide a clear understanding of what Scripture has to say about
homosexual behavior (biblically based education and godly standards and
compassion)

b. Speak to our teens
(1) prepare them to deal with people who hold different views and live

differently as well 
(2) realize that our children are very likely to know someone who’s

homosexual 
(3) understand that our culture is making a case to our children against

everything we’re teaching them about love, sex, and marriage
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(4) forbid our children to join the chorus of cruel, callous young people who
taunt, heckle, and terrorize their gay schoolmates p.355

(5) teach love, respect and conviction in equal measures so our children are
prepared to deal with their homosexual peers in a Christlike manner

(6) provide biblical guidelines for human sexuality
c. Stay relevant by explaining:

(1) the claims of Christ and the gospel
(2) their value in God’s sight and an hours
(3) our invitation to them (the gay teens) to be part of the church activities
(4) our position on homosexual behavior
(5) our request that if they disagree with that position, they will at least respect

our convictions while being with us
(6) our hope that they’ll feel free to come to us with any questions they may

have about this, and to talk with us anytime they want to pursue a walk
with Christ p.356

(7) what they can expect if they reject homosexual behavior and embrace a
lifestyle of abstinence before marriage 

d. Shawn Harrison’s essay, “Ministry to Gay Students”
(1) be ready to deal with your own stereotypes and prejudices (before any gay

student will trust you and open up to you they want and need to feel safe)
(2) be willing to pray for wisdom, understanding, and for God’s pure love to

flow through you 
(3) be aware: this is a journey, not a walk in the park
(4) be advised: same-sex attraction is mainly about broken relationships

between the sexes p.357
(5) be ready to offer counseling (outside support groups and counseling when

needed/student resources and resources for parents too)
(6) be ready to set strict guidelines in your ministry (no gay jokes, no gay

puns, no gay anything since gay students are looking for a safe place)
(7) be ready to pray (and when you have finished praying, pray again)

VII. Part Six p.361
A. Same-sex marriage (by Bill Maier) p.363

NOTE: the most radical social experiment ever proposed in our nation - redefining the institution
of marriage (radical redefinition of the human family) 
1. What the debate is and is not about p.364

a. It is not about whether gays and lesbians are nice people or good citizens (some
are, some aren’t, just like heterosexuals)

b. It is not about whether gays and lesbians can form loving relationships - of course
they can

c. It is not about whether gays and lesbians can be loving parents 
d. It is not about whether gays and lesbians should be treated with respect and

dignity 
e. It is about whether we have the right to redefine marriage 
f. It is about whether we acknowledge the wonderful human diversity expressed in

the two sexes, male and female
g. It is about whether men and women complement and complete each other in their

differences p.365
h. It is about whether mothers and fathers play unique and irreplaceable roles in the

lives of children, precisely because of their sex
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i. It is about whether there are compelling societal reasons to redefine marriage as
one thing and not as another

2. The institution of marriage 
a. As Christians we believe that heterosexual marriage was established by God

(1) God created human beings as two distinct, complementary sexes   Genesis
1:27

(2) marriage unites the two complement three sides of humanity into “one
flesh”

b. Marriage is not just a Christian institution - every one of the major world religions
upholds and honors marriage between a man and a woman p.366

c. Marriage provides benefits to adults, children and to society p.367
3. The results of same-sex marriage (statistics from the Netherlands mirrored in the United

States) p.368
a. Stability 

(1) gay men in “steady partnerships” stay together for an average of 18
months

(2) gay men with a “steady partner” have an average of eight “additional”
sexual partners per year

(3) monogamy and fidelity are virtually nonexistent in the male homosexual
community p.369

b. Unlimited redefinition? (if marriage is redefined in one way, there is no logical
reason not to redefine it in other ways: e.g. polyamory - polygamy or group
marriage)

c. Government enforcement (“male and female” and “mother and father” are
meaningless, outdated ideas) p.370
(1) same-sex marriage could mean a very real threat to our religious freedom 
(2) Christians who dare to suggest that gay marriage is somehow wrong or

immoral may be cited for a hate crime (already happening in Sweden and
Canada)

(3) complaints filed against churches may cause them to lose tax-exempt
status p.371

(4) adult desires placed above the best interests of children: intentionally
creates motherless or fatherless families 

4. Children need mothers and fathers 
a. Same-sex marriage intentionally creates motherless or fatherless families
b. There are numerous academic studies demonstrating that kids do better on every

measure of well-being when they are raised by their married, biological parents 
c. Regarding children raised by gay couples (cf. research of sociologists Judith

Stacey and Timothy Biblarz): p.372
(1) they are more likely to engage in behavior that is non-normative for their

gender 
(2) the girls are more likely to be promiscuous
(3) both the boys and the girls are more likely to experiment with homosexual

behavior 
d. Complementary contributions 

(1) many leading scholars believe that mothers and fathers provide unique
contributions in the lives of their children precisely because of their gender

(2) cf. Child Trends (a nonprofit, nonpartisan research organization dedicated
to improving the lives of children) p.373
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B. Gays in the military (by Joe Dallas) p.377
1. Homosexuality and the military ideal: a changeable status p.378

a. Introduction 
(1) Ancient Greece: warriors in openly sexual relationships with each other

were often held in high regard (cf. The Sacred Band of Thebes and an
army of 500 soldiers literally and selectively paired as couples) p.379
(a) defeated a Spartan Army three times their size in 375 BC 
(b) four years later won a decisive battle at Leuctra - vanquishing the

Spartans and establishing Thebes’ independence from Sparta 
(2) similar accounts from Ancient Greece, Rome, and medieval times are

easily found to reinforce the point that homosexuality and masculinity,
even the masculinity of the battlefield, have not always been seen as
exclusive 

b. Prohibitions and stigma p.380
(1) in Western culture, largely influenced by Judeo-Christian values, same-sex

relations have traditionally been prohibited, and those involved
stigmatized

(2) the prohibitions have been reflected in laws, moral consensus, and public
policy, including military policies, but the stigma has been less official,
though widespread

c. The shift in opinion (1980's) p.381
(1) DOD directive 1332.14 clarified and strengthened its position on

homosexuality as “incompatible with military service”
(2) but the gay rights movement made significant advances which called the

DOD reasons into question p.382
2. Clash and open debate p.383

a. Introduction
(1) President Clinton made no secret of his commitment to overturn the ban

on gays in the military 
(2) “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” touted by the president as a compromise, was in

fact mostly codification of existing law and people on both sides were
displeased with it p.384

b. Common arguments for allowing homosexuals to serve openly
(1) lesbian women and homosexual men have honorably and effectively

served in the military 
(2) the cost of investigating charges against homosexuals in the service is

exorbitant and unnecessary
(3) qualified and needed military personnel are discharged because of this

policy and the armed forces suffer as a result
(4) surveys indicate strong public support for overturning DADT 
(5) other countries that allow openly gay and lesbian personnel to serve

suffered no damage to troop cohesion or morale 
(6) concerns about troop cohesion if homosexuals are allowed to openly serve

are similar to those raised when the military racially integrated and those
concerns were found to be invalid 

c. Common arguments for banning homosexuals from serving openly
(1) heterosexuals are likely to feel uncomfortable bunking and showering with

those attracted to the same sex
(2) in cases of sexual harassment from someone of the same sex the victim
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may feel that any report of such behavior will be viewed as homophobic
and result in damage to their military career p.385

(3) a majority of military personnel favor the ban
(4) sensitivity classes and quotas may be implemented if homosexuals are

treated as a protected class
(5) civil rights comparisons are unfair when those objecting to homosexuality

are objecting on grounds of modesty, not prejudice 
(6) discussions on sexual ethics that are likely to arise between soldiers if

openly homosexual people serve are likely to create serious tensions and
disruption of troop morale 

3. How then should we respond? p.392
C. Gay parent teen: plus, minus, or equal?  (by Joe Dallas) p.399

1. Introduction 
a. Marriage as an institution and experience is certainly included in that fall.  

Among our finest patriarchs ... [was] disregard for the monogamy God intended,
and in Moses’ law, permission to divorce is granted to men on grounds as vague
and subjective as “displeasure” with one’s wife p.400

b. Jesus explained that Moses granted a bill of divorce only to accommodate man’s
hardness of heart, not God’s ideal   Matthew 19:8 

c. In  different centuries, cultures, and trends, marriage [has been] defined as a
property arrangement (by which a man purchases a wife), or a prearranged
political alliance, or a polygamous institution, or one prohibiting intermarriage
between races

d. (1960s): no-fault divorce, cohabitation, and “swinging” began to be seen as
alternatives to the traditional definition of a loving partnership  

e. Same-sex marriage advocates may rightfully and vehemently charge traditionalists
with hypocrisy, citing the high divorce rates, prevalence of live-in relationships,
and appallingly common use of pornography among Christians p.401

f. The Christian population exhibits inexcusable levels of sexual sin and a cavalier
attitude toward wedding vows 

g. A cynical response (understandable and to a point deserved): “Well, you’ve got
the heterosexual part down, but you sure could use some help with monogamy
and permanence!”

h. But charging one with hypocrisy only discredits one’s character, not one’s
position 

2. Should we change the standard? p.402
3. Just how sure are we? p.403

a. We can and should reduce unwarranted prejudice against homosexuals, but it
doesn’t take a redefinition of marriage to do so p.406

b. The question is not, “Do homosexual couples damage children?” (by and large, all
evidence says they don’t)

c. The better question is, “which provides a more optimal environment for children -
a home headed by a homosexual couple, or heterosexual one?” (the same question
can be asked regarding single parenting)

d. Two critical questions:
(1) Are children better off being raised by both the father and a mother?
(2) Are children better off being raised by their biological father and mother?

4. An optimal versus a permissible environment p.407
a. That two caretaking adults may be homosexual in their orientation does not
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preclude their ability to love, instruct, and protect their kids
b. The problem, rather, is in the nature of their coupling - a team of two men or two

women, no matter how loving and responsible, cannot provide the same diverse
unit, with its complementary parenting and communication skills, that a
heterosexual pair can 

5. Fathers count 
a. Active father figures have a key role to play in reducing behavior problems in

boys and psychological problems in young women p.408
b. Fathers provide role models for their sons to learn how to be a man; girls need

fathers to learn how to relate to a man 
c. Fathers are better able than mothers to constrain incorrect boys headed toward

violence and other antisocial behaviors p.409
d. Fathers teach sons and daughters better lessons than mothers regarding

assertiveness and achievement, and provide better formative experiences for
daughters in terms of developing the capacity for heterosexual intimacy, trust, and
even femininity

e. Fathers play differently with young children - they are more physical, they
challenge and foster independence more than mothers, and young children prefer
fathers’ form of play 

6. Mothers count (a mother’s parenting style is complementary to, but distinct from, a
father’s) 

7. Biology counts p.410
a. Extensive research tells us that children do best when they grow up with both

biological parents in a low-conflict marriage
b. It has been consistently found that stepfathers are not as close as nuclear families

and that stepparent- stepchild relationships are not as emotionally close as the
parent-child relationships 

c. On average, children do better when raised by two married, biological parents
who have low-conflict relationships 

d. Children living in stepfamilies are also likely to have significantly greater
emotional, behavioral, and academic problems than children living with their
biological mother and father 

8. So is gay parenting a plus, a minus, or equal to straight parenting? p.411
a. One can of course compare a seriously unhealthy heterosexual marriage ... to a

relatively healthy same-sex relationship, and easily conclude that a child will fare
better under the care of a stable homosexual couple than with an unstable
heterosexual one
(1) but pitting the worst-case scenario of one against the best case scenario of

the other hardly proves the point
(2) one could also argue that a child is better off with a healthy single mother

than with an abusive couple
b. The growing emphasis is on meeting adult’s rights to children

D. Pro-gay education in schools: why is what they are teaching so dangerous? (by Mike Haley)
p.417

1. Two types of change p.418
a. Political change
b. Cultural change 

2. Strategy one: talk about gays and gayness as loudly and as often as possible p.420
a. Media
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(1) television  
NOTE: The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation tracks the
number of homosexual roles on TV, encouraging networks to not only
include such characters, but to portray them in the best light p.421

(2) music
b. Schools (beginning as early as kindergarten, students learn about homosexuality

in different school settings, such as curricula and assemblies) p.422
(1) books 

(a) Heather Has Two Mommies 
(b) Daddy’s New Roommate 
(c) Gloria Goes to Gay Pride 
(d) King and King
(e) Jesse’s Dream Skirt 

(2) National Day of Silence (established by GLSEN: Gay, Lesbian and
Straight Education Network)

(3) Diversity Week p.423
(4) National Coming Out Day
(5) National GLBT History Month (sponsored by Equality Forum)

3. Strategy two: portray gays as victims, not as aggressive challengers p.424
a. Media p.425
b. Schools (cf.  the popular pro-gay school curriculum Project 10  built on the 10%

figure 1  perpetrated by Kinsey) st

c. Paula Ettelbrick, former legal director of the pro-gay Lambda Legal Defense Fund
states: “Being queer is more than setting up house, sleeping with a person of the
same gender, and seeking state approval for doing so. Being queer means pushing
the parameters of sex, sexuality, and family, and in the process transforming the
very fabric of society.” p.426

E. Hate crime legislation (by Nancy Heche) p.431
1. Definitions and descriptions 

a. Hate crimes are crimes motivated by hatred and prejudice p.432
b. Laws against hate crimes should not be confused with antidiscrimination or equal

opportunity laws prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation 
c. Hate-crime legislation has expanded in recent years to include crimes perpetrated

against homosexuals and transgender persons due to their sexual orientation (to
include more people and to cover more specific thoughts and words)

d. If words incite hatred or harm, they are considered a hate crime as well p.433
2. Concerns and dangerous

a. The danger with categorizing a crime as a hate crime is its attempt to discern
intent 
(1) there is a danger that motives not present may be ascribed to the

perpetrator of the crime 
(2) there is an advantage in being considered as part of a group which

deserves “special protection” as opposed to being covered under the
constitutional provision that “all men are created equal.”

b. Homosexual and transgender groups could use this legislation to silence the
church from speaking out against homosexuality and transgenderism

c. Defining hate crimes can create a conflict with free-speech rights (thoughts and/or 
opinions being penalized or governed)

d. To say acts of violence against individuals based on race, gender, sexual
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orientation, or religion are incidental or unimportant is factually and morally
wrong p.434

e. Still, many who oppose hate crime legislation do so for two primary and valid
reasons:
(1) such legislation unfairly elevates the worth of one individual over another

through stronger penalties for crimes committed against certain classes
(2) such hate crime laws are likely to evolve into “thought crime laws”

limiting freedom of speech and religion
f. Examples from around the globe   pp. 434-439

3. A Christian response p.439
a. Hear the matter    Proverbs 18:13
b. Examine the claims 
c. Watch our speech
d. Resist and oppose oppressive laws p.440

F. Transgender issues (by Nancy Heche) p.443
1. Introduction

a. More transgender people will be showing up in American churches and will be
open about their controversial lifestyle p.444

b. Popular films
(1) Boys Don’t Cry 
(2) The Crying Game
(3) Normal 

c. Television characters (Ugly Betty)
2. Terms and definitions p.445

a. Transgenderism (a person whose identity does not conform unambiguously to
conventional notions of male or female gender, but combines or moves between
these)

b. variations 
(1) cross-dressers or transvestites (enjoy wearing clothes of the opposite sex

(though in general they are identified as and with their assigned sex)
(2) drag queens or drag kings (men or women who dress in the clothing of the

opposite sex for the purpose of entertainment - adopting clothing and
mannerisms that he or she would not normally adopt in daily routine)

(3) transsexuals (from early in life feel trapped in the wrong body - having a
strong and persistent cross-gender identification and persistent discomfort
about one’s assigned sex)

(4) intersex or hermaphrodite (those who are either born with both sets of
genitals or with genitalia that are at least ambiguous)
(a) more of a medical condition than a psychological one 
(b) often approached by a surgery or other forms of medical

intervention 
c. it is common for people who self identify as transgender or transsexual to develop

a form of depression called gender dysphoria (a depression over the sex one has
been assigned as opposed to the sex one feels most comfortable being) p.446

d. lest anyone dismiss the seriousness of this depression, it should be noted that
suicide attempts, drug abuse, and horrendous efforts at self-mutilation are
commonly reported among young transsexuals

e. the solution, many conclude, is a process called sex reassignment, through which
the person’s body is hormonally and surgically altered  
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3. The work of the church p.447
a. “transphobia” (the pejorative label for those who disapprove transgenderism or

transsexualism)
b. As the transgender movement picks up steam, the church as a whole must be

prepared to articulate and defend the biblical position, while offering support and
discipleship to repent and transgender individuals p.448

G. HIV and AIDS p.451
1. Introduction 

a. HIV: Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(1) the forerunner to AIDS 
(2) transmitted through blood, semen, and pre-ejaculate, vaginal fluid, or

breast milk
(3) transmission through unprotected sex, sharing needles during intravenous

drug use, from mother to child in the womb or through breast-feeding, and
via blood transfusions p.452

b. AIDS: Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
(1) a set of symptoms and infections resulting from the damage to the human

immune system caused by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
(2) progressively reduces the effectiveness of the immune system, leaving the

victim susceptible to any number of opportunistic infections 
(3) most common forms of transmission of AIDS are through sexual

intercourse (anal or vaginal), shared hypodermic needles, blood
transfusions, and from mother to child in the womb 

2. The current situation 
3. A Christian response p.453

NOTE: Rev.  Bruce Sonnenberg’s ministry, He Intends Victory, reveals a redemptive
approach to the AIDS epidemic that deserves study and emulation 
a. Operate on the model of the Good Samaritan: don’t care so much how the

individual got into his/her condition but rather give the help that is needed p.454
b. Deal both with people who’ve been affected by HIV and those infected with it as

well p.455
c. There is not nearly enough teaching our churches about holiness and about taking

Paul seriously when he said our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit p.457
d. The amount of sexual sin in the church is discouraging, as is the lack of sound,

clear biblical teaching on the subject 
e. Overflow with [Christ’s] love toward the hurting and sick among us p.458

H. Afterword: a Christlike response (by Nancy Heche and Joe Dallas) p.461
1. Back to basics p.462

a. Preach the gospel
b. Make disciples p.463
c. Establish and strengthen community within the church body
d. Be a tangible witness of God’s nature, standards, and truths by our good works,

our love, and our clear voice
2. The modern church must shift in four areas p.464

a. From compromise to consistency (judgment must begin at the house of God    I
Peter 4:17) p.465
(1) George Barna: “Christians fail to transform the culture because they are

neither grieved nor humbled by their own sins.”
(2) Cal Thomas: “Why should the majority accept something they have not
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seen fully lived out by those who profess to believe?”
(3) compromised holiness begets compromised impact 
(4) how should we respond? 

(a) Pastors should preach on the sanctity of the sexual union and the
seriousness of sexual sin, defining and clarifying which behaviors
are forbidden by God no matter how popular they may have
become

(b) Pastors should invite members of their congregations to be honest
if they’ve fallen into sexual send and to seek help and
accountability within the church

(c) churches should offer groups, in-house counsel and care, or both
for people struggling with an ongoing sexual sin

(d) Christians, especially husbands and fathers, should come clean
about their own compromise and take the necessary steps to ensure
that compromise ends once and for all 

(e) Christian parents should ensure that their homes aren’t needlessly
defiled with movies, television programs, music, and Internet input
that contradict the values they espouse to embrace

(f) the church must repent of whatever immorality exists in its own
ranks p.468

b. From contempt to compassion
(1) taking a public stand against immorality is neither hateful nor unbiblical

(warn those we love if we believe they’re endangered)
(2) express God’s heart and mind, especially on matters that are of clear

public interest 
(3) saying the behavior is wrong is a far cry from also expressing undisguised

contempt for the people who practice it
(4) culture loves authenticity more than priggishness
(5) words and actions of contempt have too often poisoned our messages to

and about homosexuals (to hate the sin and openly rebuke it is one thing,
but to “hate the sin but defame the sinner” is a strange, unholy approach)

    pp.469-470
(6) from disgust to compassion (compassion does not mince words about sin

but it puts the sin in its perspective - sin is sin but it does not compel
disgust for another) 

(7) Christians should be taking as strong a stance against violence against
homosexuals as they do against same-sex marriage 

(8) how should we respond? p.472
(a) clearly speak against sin without resorting to stereotypes, sarcastic

remarks, or inaccurate generalizations about the people practicing
the sin we condemn 

(b) pastors should model for their congregations the difference
between clarity and contempt (since congregations absorb not only
their pastor’s words but their tone and attitude as well)

(c) find ways to serve homosexual people, through evangelism,
respectful dialogue, and acts of kindness when possible, without
compromising truth 

c. From confusion to clarity
(1) magnify the lack of moral clarity among believers and see where an
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epidemic of biblical ignorance, skewed priorities, and the new gospel of
ambiguity has brought us p.473

(2) if we ourselves don’t know right from wrong, then our role as salt and
light seems laughable

(3) vagueness among prominent, popular Christian leaders ...  leaves too many
believers uncertain as to what God has said, or not said, on issues as basic
as the definition of the family, the sanctity of the body, and the rightness
or wrongness of sexual union apart from marriage p.474

(4) clear teaching on human sexuality in general and homosexuality in
particular is sadly lacking - leaving [many] ill-equipped and unprepared

(5) a shift is needed from confusion to clarity NOW!
(6) how should we respond?

(a) pastors should recognize that many who attend churches today are
not familiar with biblical teaching on sexual behavior and should
not assume that professing Christians know they should not engage
sexually before marriage, view pornography, or form homosexual
partnerships (obvious truth is not necessarily known truth)

(b) pastors should teach more often and plainly on the reality of
temptation, ways to resist it, and how to manage the ongoing
struggle between the flesh and the spirit that is experienced (but
not always understood) by their congregations 
i) a growing cultural belief seeping into the church is one that

says, in essence, that if certain feelings are ongoing and
deeply ingrained, they must be God-given and should be
indulged p.475

ii) a renaissance of teaching Pauline theology on the old and
new natures would go far to counteract this trend 

(c) churches must lose their hesitation to involve church discipline
when necessary - whether applied to parishioners dealing with
homosexual or heterosexual sins (the difference between church
attendance and church membership needs to be stressed) 

(d) balance truth and grace in the best Christian tradition 
d. From concession to courage 

(1) whenever the gospel is preached in clarity and power, someone will be
inconvenienced p.476

(2) a critic is not necessarily an enemy, and even an enemy, no matter how
malevolent, may still have useful things to say 

(3) (be aware of) efforts to marginalize and finally silence whoever dares to
uphold and articulate a worldview which is a hindrance and inconvenience
to people with a conflicting agenda 

(4) pressure grows, nationally and abroad, for Christians to concede to the
demand to either convert or be silenced p.477
(a) concession is tempting, as it relieves the church of uncomfortable

repercussions that may well come if she takes an unpopular
position

(b) Dr. Francis Schaeffer: “A part of the Good News is to take a stand;
that is a part of the Good News in a broken, as well as lost, world.
It must be emphasized that there is no dichotomy between
preaching the Good News and taking a stand - and in fact, if there

Page 56 of  57



is nothing to take a stand upon there is no reason for preaching the
Good News.”

(5) what has been happening?
(a) Larry Kramer founder of ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash

Power)
i) invaded St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City during

mass and terrorized its parishioners 
ii) stated: “The new phase is terrorism ...  I don’t know

whether it means burning buildings, or killing people, or
setting fire to yourselves ...” p.478

iii) vitriol against anyone opposing the movement - especially
Christians 

(b) Cathy Renna (Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation):
“People often get their views from the religions, so we don’t want
the pulpit saying that gay is wrong.” p.481

(c) demonize a group often and effectively enough, and the public will
come to share your disdain for them, along with your belief they
should be marginalized, protected, punished p.483

(6) For the church, commissioned to express the heart and mind of our
Creator, courage trumps concession

(7) it will take God-inspired courage for lay people and leaders to continue to
speak with clarity on what is becoming the most volatile of all social
issues p.484

Page 57 of  57


