
Excited to Sacrifice for the Cause of Christ

Philippians 3:1-14

I was just learning to read when President John Kennedy gave his inaugural address in
1961. (Actually I was way behind everyone else in reading then and almostflunked first grade).
Famous words came out of that address that were repeated endless times to, and by, my
generation: ̂ ^And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you — ask
what you can do for your country." They almost seem foreign today where every group in our
country wants something - including me. Now I knew nothing about political parties back then,
but 1 saw people get excited about sacrificing - giving up time, treasure, safety and effort for a
higher cause. In this case, the cause of freedom! Listen to some of President Kennedy's words:

"For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forebears
prescribed nearly a century and three quarters ago.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all
forms of human poverty and all forms ofhuman life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs
for which ourforebears fought are still at issue around the globe — the belief that the rights
ofman come notfrom the generosity of the state, butfrom the hand of God.

We dare notforget today that we are the heirs of thatfirst revolution. Let the word go forth
from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new
generation of Americans — born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and
bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage — and unwilling to witness or permit the slow
undoing of those human rights to which this Nation has always been committed, and to
which we are committed today at home and around the world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the
survival and the success of liberty."

People were proud of what America stood for. They were willing to sacrifice for the cause of
freedom. Native-bom and immigrants alike were proud of this country's heritage, not because
our founders did everything right, but because they sacrificed for the'cause^or&eedom - rights
that come not from the generosity of leaders, but from the Hand of God. These words inspired
Democrats and Republicans alike in the years thatJollQwed.

Unfortunately that desire for self-sacrifice for higher principles didn't last. My generation -
sometimes known as the hippie generation with its love, peace, the simple life, not tmsting
anyone over 30 and a preponderance of mind altering dmgs - that generation grew older up and
became very materialist and "me" oriented. Self-fulfillment replaced bringing liberty &
freedom to all peoples of the world. Disillusionment set in as our attempts to make the world
better led to often to bigger problems. Self-sacrifice gave way to self-focus.
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So how in the world does God do it? How does Jesus keep His disciples excited about
sacrificing what we could enjoy now, for higher principles? How is it that generation after
generation of Bible-believing Christians have this passionate longing to do what is necessary
for the good news of Jesus to go to everyone in the world, despite all the problems and
obstacles in fi-ont of them. How does God inspire us to an outward focus? How does He help us
keep from becoming self-focused? We see a great example of this in the experience of the
apostle Paul as he recounts it in Philippians chapter 3.

PROPOSITION: Christians through the ages willing sacrifice for the cause of Christ because
of the awesome transformation God has done and is doing in their lives,

I. The foundation Phil 3:1, 3-9

A. People naturally find their value in their "perceived" self-image Phil 3:4-6
People naturally find their value in their "perceived" self-image - we have certain
inherited privileges and personal accomplishn^nts that we meld together into our
personal human achievements. And we naturally find our value in these. This self-
image becomes our "self-righteousness" — it is how we see ourselves as better than
others.

The apostle Paul describes how he used to see himself in v 4-6 which we read earlier.
He felt his ethnic background made him superior - he was a pure-bred Israelite who
worshiped the true God rather than idols. WTien Paul compared himself to other
people, he saw himself as being good because he carried out certain difficult religious
activities like circumcision. Paul definitely saw himself as above average in terms of
his zeal for God - he rigorously kept the rules the Pharisees said were important. In
fact, he was such an overachiever that he persecuted those who did not believe as he
did. In short, Paul saw himself as righteous before God because of the things he did.

As Americans, we face this same temptation. It is easy to think of ourselves as better
than other people in the world because of our nationality - we're Americans! Most
people in America think they are basically good and deserve heaven, even though we
would mess it up since we aren't perfect. Like Garrison Keillor used to say about Lake
Wobegon - it's the place where all the kids are above average! And when it comes to
God, we believe He will be impressed with what we have done in life, especially
when compared to others. This is how we perceive ourselves,

B. Christians recognize their failure but don't stay there. Phil 3:7-8
So before Paul committed his life to Jesus, he saw himself as "faultless" (end of v 6).
Yet we read in verse 7, READ. What a reversal! All of those human achievements
were no longer important. An incredible transformation had taken place. READ v 8.
Paul came to a personal knowledge of Jesus - the word knowledge here is experiential
knowledge. In regard to people, it refers to our getting to know someone personally.
Paul came to know a genuine personal relationship with the God of this universe. For
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that to happen, Paul had to let go of his "perceived" self-image that said he was
righteous and God was impressed with what he did. Instead Paul saw that He was a
sinner in need of a savior. We cannot come to a saving knowledge of Jesus without
genuine repentance — fully admitting our wr^gs without any excuses and desiring to
live differently. Having come to this place & being broken for our sins, the new
believer does not stay there. God begins to transform how we look at ourselves.

C. Believers find their value in what Jesus has done for them Phil 3:9

READ V 9. Our self-image no longer comes from who we are or what we've done —
it's not by om righteousness. Instead our value comes from what Jesus has done for
us. Not only does Jesus forgive our sins, but He also credits His righteousness to us. It
is like our checkbook of righteousness is overdrawn and now Jesus credits us with an
abundance. This righteousness is not because of what do,^^TiaYQ done. Nor do we
suddenly become perfect. Instead this "imputed righteousness" comes as a gift from*
Jesus through our faith. Jesus' death on the cross purchased our forgiveness. So now
God views us through the righteousness of Jesus rather than through our sinful
thoughts and actions. That's amazing grace! When we rightly understand this then the
problems with what is called low self-esteem and high self-esteem today vanish,
because our value doesn't come from what ̂  do. It doesn't matter if we are rich or
poor, popular or laughed at. This foundational change leads the Christian to get
excited about sacrificing for the Lord: *'Ask not how Jesus will make your life easier,
but get excited about the ways you can sacrifice for the Lord," The true Christian has
a new inner call. That new call is described in Phil 3:10-11. READ.

II. The new inner call Phil 3:10-11

A. Desire to put energy into a personal relationship that experiences God
("knowing Christ and the power of His resurrection")
READ 10a. Didn't Paul already know Jesus? He came to faith many years before?
Absolutely, Paul has known Jesus as His Savior and Lord for over 30 years at this
point. But Paul wanted to know Jesus more deeplv. As Christians, we want to know
Jesus more deeply - that is why we place ourselves under strong teaching from the
Bible every week.

We especially want to know the power of His resurrection. READ lOa/b. The
emphasis here is on the word "power*', or dynamite in Greek. The power of the
resurrection is the power to overcome resistance, problems arise, we can
complain, blame others, wish we could be rescued,^^l sorry for ourselves, hide away
or other similar responses. But what Jesus is empowering us to do is to face those
problems with the attitude of an overcomer. The same power that did the impossible -
raised Jesus from the dead, is the power God is working within us.

So many of you have been inspirational as you have demonstrated this. You had
overwhelming problems come into your life, like cancer, and you took on the attitude
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of an overcomer. I saw that same attitude this week when the up and coming Christian
author, speaker and defender of the faith with Ravi Zacharias Ministries named
Nabeel Qureshi posted this on Facebook Tuesday:

'^This is an announcement that I never expected to make, but God in His infinite
and sovereign wisdom has chosen me for this refining, and I pray He will be
glorified through my body and my spirit. My family and I have received the news
that I have advanced stomach cancer, and the clinical prognosis is quite grim.

Nonetheless, we are going to pursue healing aggressively, both medical and
miraculous, relying on God and the fact that He is able to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine.

In the pastfew days my spirits have soared and sank as I pursue the Lord's will
and consider what the future might look like, but never once have I doubted this:
that Jesus is Lord, His blood has paid my ransom, and by His wounds I am
healed, I have firm faith that my soul is saved by the grace and mercy of the
Triune God, and not by any accomplishment or merit of my own, I am so
thankful that I am a child of the Father, redeemed by the Son, and sealed in the
Spirit.

opK This is what is meant by wanting to know the "power of the resurrection". What
^  naturally knocks us down, we now face with a higher purpose and an expectation of

^9^^^^^^^ood_coming out nfit because of the power of God unleashed in our lives. That is not
I  our natural response, but it is what we are seeking to get to.

B. Willing to suffer for the Name and mission of Jesus
("participate in Jesus' sufferings, becoming like Him in His death")
READ V 10. Paul wants to '^participate in Jesus^ sufferings*' and to become like
Jesus in His death. You certainly don't hear many Americans wanting to share in
suffering! This is an evidence of how transformation our relationship with Jesus is

int to be. Our goals in life radically change. Now these sufferings are not Christ's
substitutionary sufferings on the cross - we can't suffer in a way that provides
forgiveness for others, because we aren't sinless. This is suffering for the sake of

\  righteousness. When we graciously represent Jesus clearly in truth, we will experience
suffering that is not fair or just. God turns that unfairness around to be
transformational. That is why we pray for the persecuted believers around the world
almbsFevery Sunday. By the way, some Christians claim to be suffering for Christ^^

^  when they are actually just obnoxious, self-centered and have poor relational skills.
J  That is not what Paul is talking about here.

C. Looking forward to heaven
("attaining to the resurrection from the dead")^£fi.
READ

hO

V 11. Our attitudes and outlook on life^ transformed as we look forward to
heaven. Our bodies will get old and breakdown ~ but after our time in this life is done.
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we will be resurrected to a new, eternal life with a body without pain, a mind without
worry and relationships full ofjoy & love. By the way, this is an unusual word for
resurrection as it is only used here in the NT. It is literally "resurrection out from the
dead." Paul isjipt in doubt about his future resurrection but is picturing how incredible
it is that we would be resurrected out of all the dead around us.

III. The continuous process Phil 3:12-14
So when we come to Christ, a great transformation is started in our perception and attitudes. No
longer is it^l about us and how we see ourselves. Instead it becomes all about Jesus and what
He has done - especially on the cross, in His resurrection and in His crediting righteousness to
our account.

So we want to know Jesus more - we want to know more of who He reveals Himself to be in

the Bible; we want to know more about what He is doing in this world, so we can join Him in
that work and we want to become closer to Him in our personal relationship with God.

That leads us to get excited about giving up things in this life for a higher purpose - bringing
this transformational message of Jesus to everyone around us. This is a continuous process God
is working in our lives. What can we do to cooperate with this work of God in our lives? We get
some glimpses of this in v 12-14. '

A. Maintaining humility Phil 3:12a, 13a
It starts with humility. READ 12-13a. Paul has told us what he aspires to and then
states clearly TWO different times - Pm not there yet. That is where I am aimed, but
I haven't achieved that. There is no such thing as sinless perfection in this lifetime.
Paul's dramatic conversion was 30 years before this. He has planted scores of
churches on his three missionary journeys. He has stood against every kind of outward
attack you can think of without compromising on Jesus. Paul has won numerous
spiritual battles. He is regularly seen as a spiritual gian^tn^^ay, yet Paul freely
confesses he is not that spiritual giant.

Humility - maintaining Biblical humility is very powerful in keeping that fervent
desire to know Jesus more and be willing to sacrifice freely for His work. Humility
comes rnore naturally when we release our righteousness as the basis of our self-
image and replace them with Jesus' righteousness freely given to us. We don't deserve
that so we can't think of ourselves as better. When we think our self-image &
righteousness comes from what we do, then we'll be worried about what other people
think of us. That leads to hiding, lying, deceiving, getting upset when people bring up
our shortcomings and myriad other dysfunctional actions - all to protect our perceived
self-image which is faulty to begin with and leads to self-focus and defensiyeness.

B. Not letting our past hinder our future T Phil 3:13b
There is a flip side to this because some people let their past failures define them.
READ V 13a/b. If our righteousness is really from Jesus Christ and not from
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V

ourselves, then our past failures should NOT hinder us from aspiring to serve Jesus
more in the future. When we think, "I'm a failure, I can never do better", we are
going back to the dysfunctional belief that our righteousness & our self-image come
from what we do. In our terms today, those with "low self-esteem" have a very high
focus on themselves. They think very highly^of themselves, but have not mertheiF^
"o^n expectations and are really dowm^'ftwould be unwise to encourage them simply
tSsee others things they do well at - because we would be replacing one form of
focusing on themselves with another form of focusing on themselves. We want to
encourage everyone - we all need encouragement - but encouraging people to value
themselves by what thev do wp backfire in time.

\\V"But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind ..." Do you let your past failures \w ̂
hinder you from seeking to do more or better in the future? Release those! In
forgiveness, God has let go of those past failures - now we need to let go of them.'^^^d^^^^ ̂
Humility keeps us from thinking we are better than we are, but letting go of our past
failures keeps us from being hindered by our past. "Forgetting what is behind" ^
doesn't mean we forget the wrongs we have done or the people we have hurt. At the
end of his life, Paul said, "I am (present tense) the worst of all sinners." But Paul
learned lessons from his past and put energy into moving forward with his new goals
ofjoining Jesus in His work^whcrovcr Paul was.

C. Continuous effort towards Jesus' goals for us Phil 3:12b, 13b
The false teachers of Paul's day claimed they had reached perfection and they had
received God's blessing because of it - much like the false prosperity preachers claim
today. They claim we can have heaven today - no sickness, lots of wealth & always
knowing what to. These perspectives actually encourage self-focus and sinful pride.
Notice the contrast in our verses. READ v 12-13. "I press on" ... "straining toward
what is ahead" - do you feel the incredible resolve unleashed here? Paul pursued
Christlikeness with the enthusiasm and persistence of a runner in the Olympics. He
wants to put in lots of effort to join Jesus in His work.

In fac^the Bible uses the language of the athletic games of the Olympics here so just
picture the single-mindedness the Olympic athletes talked about last month. Their
effort was intense, continuous and highly motived. The focus is on the goal, not where
we are. If we seem to be getting behind in the race, we don't give up - instead we run
harder. If we are struggling more with areas, we don't give up, we practice more. If
the going gets tough, we seek to overcome. Liberty and freedom were being
threatened around the world back in the 1950's - that caused Americans to want to

give up more for the cause, not give up. It is even more true in the Christian life.
Don't let your past hinder your future, but put all the more energy into the Christian
life.

D. Captivated by the goal (to bring Jesus to the whole world) Phil 3:14
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To keep going, we must keep our eyes on the goal. When my generation lost sight of
bringing freedom to all peoples, we went back to focus on our own comfort. READ v
14. As Christians we seek to vigorously work towards winning the prize to which God
had called us heavenward. Jesus talks a lot about rewards for Christian faithfulness.

He wants us to be more excited about what we will receive in heaven for the sacrifices

we make for Jesus today. These don't define our righteousness or self-image - but
they will bring great reward.

And what is this prize? It is not a gold medal. What then is it? Let me paraphrase what
the preacher Chrysostom told his congregation over 1500 years ago ... "It's the
kingdom of heaven, everlasting rest, glory together with Christ, God's rich
inheritance, brotherhood, ten thousand other good things which are impossible
to name — in fact it is impossible to describe the beauty of that prize." Sacrifice in
the Christian life brings great reward, it is for the highest purpose and it is empowered
by God Himself. The gospel allows no room for a bland, middle-class ethic that
strives to be neither hot nor cold. Lefs press on to take hold of that which Christ
Jesus has taken hold of us!

Dcw.er-
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