
Obeying God Rocks
Philippians 2:12-16

Neil Marten was a member of the British Parliament. One day he was giving a tour of the
Houses of Parliament to some of those in his district. As they were going along, the Lord
Chancellor suddenly appeared. Over there, they have really fancy and elaborate outfits they
wear for the most official business. The Lord Chancellor was fully decked out in all his regalia.
Everyone in the group instantly knew this was someone who was super important. Well the
Chancellor recognized Neil Marten in the group so he yelled out "Neil"! Not wanting to
disobey, all in the group suddenly dropped to their knees! © Somehow that never happens to
me when someone calls out my name from across the room! Today we want to look at
obedience to God as Christians.

You would think that obedience to God would be easy. After all, God created the universe. He
knows how things work far better than we do. So when he tells us something, we can have
confidence that it's going to be good for the long term. God the Son took on a human body and
died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins rising from the dead to prove it. He loves us
more than anyone in this world will love us, so we can be confident that what He asks us to do
comes from a heart of love. And God is above time and can read everyone's thoughts, so
anything He asks us has wisdom beyond anything that we can know. When we obey God's
commands they always provide something positive in our lives and they protect us from
something negative. So you would think that obedience to One so wise, so loving, and so
powerful would be easy for us. But as we all know, it's not.

Roger Staubach gives us some perspective on this. Football season is right around the comer so
we need a football illustration to kick it off. Roger Staubach was the famous quarterback of the
Dallas Cowboys who led them to many victories back in the early 70s. His coach was Tom
Landry, now in the football Hall of Fame - he was good. Coach Landry called all the plays.
Roger Staubach admitted that it began to bug him that he couldn't call his own plays when he
wanted to, but had to obey the coach. So when the coach said pass, he had to pass. When the
coach said to run, he had to run. Only in emergency situations was he to change the play and he
had better be right. Even though Roger Staubach considered coach Landry to have a "genius
mind" when it came to football strategy, his own pride said that he should be able to run the
team his way.

That is what we are like. God may be smarter, wiser and better equipped to call the plays of life,
but there is something in each of us that still thinks we should be in control. But there is more to
Staubach's story. As Roger later said, "I faced up to the issue of obedience. Once I learned
to obey there was harmony, fulfillment, and victory." Obedience to God doesn't bring
disaster, long term loss or loss of freedom - it brings what our hearts truly long for.

Last week we started a 4 week series in the book of Philippians where we will do a part of a
chapter each week - last week was a section in chapter 1 and next week we'll tackle a part of
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chapter 3. Philippians is considered the book ofjoy. So were going to look at this area of
obedience from a positive perspective rather than from the disaster of disobedience. These are
people who are already obeying God. In fact last week, I introduced you to the "prayer of joy."
The prayer ofjoy is where you see a special godly characteristic in another Christian's life and
in joy, you ask God to multiply it more. You're not asking because they're lacking in that area
nor are you worried they're going to lose ability - you're asking out of a heart of thankfulness
and joy. And that's very much how our passage starts out today.

PROPOSITION: As hard as it seems sometimes, obeying the Lord is always worth the effort -
in fact God is actively working inside us to desire and overcome so we can obey! Obeying God
rocks!

I. True Christians obey God Phil 2:12-13
READ V 12.

A. True Christians show evidence of obeying God Phil 2:12a
These Christians were already obeying Jesus - "as you have always True
Christians show evidence of obeying God» This obedience is not just to impress
someone - they didn't just obey when Paul was around to please him - they obeyed
Jesus at ALL times - whether people were watching or not — whether people knew
what they were thinking or not. True Christians show evidence of obeying God. It's
not that we're perfect, but we are choosing to obey rather than go our own way. Our
general focus in life is "Fes, Lord^ what do you want me to do! " We are regularly
willing to fight the inward battle betweei^what we naturally want and what Jesus
wants us to do. "As you have always - Paul is excited, thankful and joyful
about what they are doing in their lives. Obeying God rocks! So like the prayer of
joy, he encourages more and deeper obedience because of how beneficial that is to
people and churches and honoring God. These are not instructions because Christians
are messing up, but because they are doing great.

When we have a heart to obey God, we want to do it better. And Jesus wants us to
know His approval, even though we are not near the perfection He is going to
eventually develop in us. Accept these words and challenges today out of a joy that
comes from pleasing God and being victorious over some sinful practices. This is not
where we want to stay, but we get to take the next step in our Christian growth from
the place of victory and success. The majority of you who are here today - this is
where you are. Our heavenly Father is not an impossible taskmaster, or a person who
always finds fault or someone who is unpleasable. The Lord is pleased with your
obedience. So let's continue to put our whole heart into obeying Jesus.

B. True Christians put effort into obeying God Phil 2:12b
READ V 12. True Christians put effort into obeying God. "Continue to work out
your salvation with fear and trembling." Let's break this down a little bit and clear
up any questions you might have.
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•  "Continue"; that means they are already doing this. This is more evidence of
the pleasure of Jesus. "Continue" also points to our need to keep doing it.
Obedience isn't a level we reach and then can sit back to relax. Continue to put
strong effort into obeying God.

•  "Work out" — this speaks of the intentionalitv and the effort we put it into
obeying Jesus. It's not something that will come naturally or easily for us. Like
Quarterback Roger Staubach, there is a part of us that will want to do what we
want, when we want and how we want to do it instead of what God wants.

Never expect the Christian life to be easy; expect it to be transforming.
•  "Continue to work out your salvation with fear and tremblin2r This speaks

about the role of the proper "fear of God" in our obedience. "Fear and
trembling" refers to real fear, not mere awe or deep respect. As true Christians,
our fear is not of God himself nor that He is always mad at us. The Biblical
"fear of God" is that deep, penetrating, overwhelming fear we should feel
when we start to flirt with sin or rationalize disobedience - we want that fear to

come as we play around with temptation instead of fleeing from it. God
designed that to help us be more victorious in life!

There is a question that may have come up in this final phrase of v 12 - "continue to
work out your salvation with fear and trembling." The Bible clearly teaches that
our salvation doesn't come from works - what we do - but salvation only comes from
the grace of God. Salvation is a free gift that Jesus paid for on the cross when He died
in our place so our wrong thoughts and actions could be forgiven. We can NOT earn
heaven nor our salvation. We can only receive it through faith - by repenting of our
sins, believing in Jesus and surrendering to go God's way as stated in the Bible. So
how can one "work out their salvation"? The easiest way to explain this is to by
noting that the New Testament talks about salvation using 3 different tenses ...
• There is salvation in the past - this is also called justification. Salvation, past

tense, does not come from any effort or work we do for God. As we just
mentioned it is a free gift we receive in repentance, faith and surrender. That is
what happens when we come to Jesus Christ initially.

• Then there is salvation in the present - this is called sanctification. Salvation,
present tense, refers to the remaking of our actions, attitudes and perspectives to
become like those of Jesus Christ. This is something we put effort into - such as
doing spiritual disciplines, standing for Jesus in antagonistic environments,
showing compassion to those different than us and being generous in giving our
time, talents and treasures to the Lord's work. This is NOT our effort alone, in fact,
according to v 13, God does the heavy lifting. Salvation in the present is what we
are talking about here.

• Lastly there is salvation in the future - this is called glorification. Salvation,
future tense, is where God remakes our whole being to become totally perfect &
Christlike. He also gives us a new indestructible resurrection body. That happens
in the future after we die or we are caught up in the rapture. At that time we will no
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longer be tempted by temptation, get selfish, wallow in self-pity or have sinful
pride rise up in us - EVER!

So while justification is by grace alone through faith alone, sanctification is something
that we put our human effort into cooperatively with the gracious work of God.

C. God empowers true believers to want to and be able to obey God Phil 2:13
READ V 13. So while we are seeking to put effort into growing as Christians, what
Paul wants us to understand is that God is actually helping us far more than we think
or imagine. God is doing an incredible miracle in each of our lives as the Holy Spirit
works to help us WANT to obey Jesus - "God works in us to will... to fulfill His
good pleasure." Because God doesn't FORCE us to obey, this means we will often
feel a battle in us between what seems most fun-end easy and what really brings joy
and happiness long term. It is a bit like those cartoons where a little angel tells us the
right thing to do in one ear and a little demon tells us it will be fun to do wrong in the
other ear. Only more often than not, it's not a demon but our old nature that wants to
do wrong and it is God's Holy Spirit calling us to obey. —

Sometimes we think we are on our own in this battle with temptationf^elfishness or
laziness - but that simply isn't true. God also works in us to actl^lTie power of God in
us is giving us a genuine opportunity for victory. Our environment doesn't determine
what we will do! When we are weak, God's power is at work IN our lives in more
ways than we can imagine. Praise the Lord! Obedience to God does rock!

II. The wonderful results of wholeheartedly obeying God Phil 2:14-16
Because of this, God doesn't want us to settle for "ineffective obedience" but marvel at the
wonderful long term benefits of wholeheartedly obeying God. READ v 14. "Do everything*'
refers to obeying God here, not doing the dishes or cleaning your room (but a similar
principle applies). You are already obeying Jesus - don't mess it up by arguing or grurnbling
while you are obeying Him.

A. Ineffective obedience

1. Complains - "why do I have to do this" Phil 2:14a
Have you ever done something for Jesus, but complained while you were doing
it? **OK Lord 1*11 do it, but I don *t like it. '* I haye!^ This is ineffective obedience
- we lose some of the wonderful results of wholeheartedlv serving Jesus. The

word "grumble" here is a word that reflects having "a bad attitude". We are
doing what the Bible commands, but with a bad attitude. 'Why do I have to do
this?** You may have even felt that way coming today!

2. Argues - "this isn't fair" or "you need to take this away" Phil 2:14a
Or maybe you read one of Jesus' commands to sacrifice and you do it but you
argue, "Lord this isn't fair, others aren't doing as much as me." Or problems
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come into your life and we insist that Jesus "take them away" because you are
tired of the struggle. Arguing, when obeying, is ineffective obedience -
it loses some of the wonderful blessings of wholehearted obedience. Now Jesus
made it clear in a story He values obedience with a bad attitude over
disobedience with a good attitude - but that isn't our focus here. We are talking
about Christians who are obeying — don't lose the fullness of that obedience!

3. Doesn't hold Bible truth completely Phil 2;16a
Ineffective obedience also comes when we don't believe the whole Bible is from
God. READ V 16a. Those who "hold firmly to the word of life" share in the
wonderful blessings of obedience we'll see in a moment. But when we don't
accept the whole Bible as God's Word, but pick and choose what parts we want,
then we are going to disobey or have ineffective obedience. The whole Bible is
God's inerrant word to us. We are to interpret in a straightforward way using the
New Testament to interpret the Old. Today there is a movement that claims we
must update the Bible because culture has changed and we now know so much
more than when the Bible was written. They want to reinterpret the Bible's
commands. While the Bible is clear that marriage is between one man and one
woman for life, they push homosexual marriage. They called themselves
"modernists" in the early 1900's, theological "liberals" in the later 1900's and
now refer to themselves as "progressives". When I use the word ̂ ^progressive"
I am NOT talking about politics or political leanings! Repeat that "we're not
talking about politics." I just read an article promoted by a theological
progressive group that said what Christians have always believed about original
sin is wrong and must be ̂ ^re~interpreted". Eve's sin wasn't that bad but what a
parent expects from their kids so they can learn; God wasn't mad, the
consequences weren't that bad and they certainly didn't alter human nature or
the world. Jesus didn't die to pay by the penalty of our sin but died as an
example of selfless sacrifice for others.-5tart to believe these false teachings ssSt
it will radically affect your obedience to the4rue God of the universe. They Dbey
the god they created in their own image insteaJ>--^

B. Effective obedience

These short warnings are not given because that is what the Philippians are doing, but
as a reminder not to get off track spiritually - because obeying God rocks! As the
quarterback, Roger Staubach, learned - obedience brings incredibly positive results.

1. Builds godly character Phil 2:15a
READ V 15. Obeying God rocks! It helps transform us to be "blameless and
pure". As humans we are a mix of positive and negative motives, thoughts and
actions. The Christian life is not about trying to get a little better - NO, God is
seeking to completely transform us, starting from the inside out. When we obey
God's commands, we move this process along. When you chose to honor God
this morning, rather than do your own thing, that obedience unleashed more of

Page 5 of?



that transformation. When you chose to praise God in singing and scripture,
your obedience helps God's process of making us blameless and pure. AVhen
you chose to apply the Bible's teaching to your life in some way, you moved
beyond being nicer to building godly character in you. Now when that obedi
ence is wholehearted, the positive results are incredible. Obeying God rocks!

2. Overcomes negative environment/temptation Phil 2:15b
READ V 15a/b. Obedience confirms our standing as God's adopted children
whom He is verv pleased with - we are "children of God without fault." That
isn't perfection - but we are a delight to the Lord in a world that thumbs their
noses at God's commands. Our obedience helps us overcome the negative
environment we are in and the strong temptation to do wrong we have inside us.
That "warped and crooked generation" around us doesn't overwhelm us - it
isn't able to pressure us to conform - it isn't able to take away our long term joy
and hope! We are overcomers! When we obey God in the little things, we have
greater power to overcome the intense pressure around us to compromise!

When Christian Herter was governor of Massachusetts, he worked hard for a
second term. After campaigning hard one day and not having a chance to eat
anything, he showed up at a church supper in the evening. The server put one
piece of chicken on his plate. "Excuse me," Governor Herter said, "do you
mind if I have another piece of chicken?"

*'Sorryj" the woman told him. "I was told to only give one piece of chicken
to each person," "But I'm starved," the governor said.

"Sorry," the woman said again. "Only one to a customer." Normally the
Governor was an unassuming man, but selfishness was getting to better of him
so he gave in to try to intimidate her. "Doyou know who / am? I am the
governor of this state," i

The woman replied, "Do you know who I am? Em the lady in charge ofjy in Charge oi yp
the chicken. Move along, mister."

That's the confidence we begin to gain when we obey God^The culture starts
trying to pressure us to compromise and we actuaTijfgetstronger in our faith!
They tell us, "don*tyou know who we are - we are the smarty wise and
influential ones - we are going to laugh and mock you," We don't budge
because we are children of God without fault in a warped and crooked
generation! "Don't you know who I am? I am a follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Don't ask me to choose between Jesus and you because you will
always lose that question." When we wholeheartedly obey Jesus, we come to
know more of God's pleasure and can claim greater victory over negative
environments or strong inner temptations. Obeying God rocks!

3. Is a powerful, steady witness Phil 2:15c
Obedience to God is a powerful, steady witness. READ v 15. We shine like
those beautiful stars in the darkness of night. We are a witness to Jesus even
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though our obedience initially frustrates others. In John Kenneth Galbraith's
autobiography, he gives an illustration of the dedication of his family's
housekeeper, Emily Gloria Wilson:

"It had been a wearying day, and I asked Emily to hold ail telephone
calls while I had a nap. Shortly thereafter the phone rang. Lyndon
Johnson was calling from the White House.

"Get me Ken Galbraith. This is Lyndon Johnson."
"He is sleeping, Mr. President. He said not to disturb him."

"Well, wake him up. I want to talk to him."
"No, Mr. President. I work for him, not you. When I called the
President back, he could scarcely control his pleasure. "Tell that woman
I want her here in the White House."

Initially the President was frustrated and tried to get her to disobey. But after a
while, it became clear how special her character was. That is what happens
when we are committed to obeying Jesus and genuinely battling temptations
inside and outside of us. Just our being here is a great witness. Obeying God
rocks!

4. Confirms sacrifices of other believers Phil 2:16b

Our obedience also confirms the sacrifices of other believers before us. READ v

16. Faithful Christians sacrifice for others. When we see someone obey God -
battling inner temptations, standing strong against society's ungodly practices
and putting in effort against their own sinful habits - then our life becomes so
much richer, because we have seen God at work!

• So what inner temptation keeps pressuring you inside? It is worth the
effort to keep fighting that so you can obey Jesus

• What pressure from our society are you tired of because it keeps
pressuring you to compromise? It is worth the effort to keep fighting so
you can obey Jesus.

• What sinful habit or attitude do you sometimes give in to? It's worth the
effort to keep fighting so you can obey Jesus.

Obeying God rocks! The long term blessings are more than we can imagine.
And we aren't alone in this battle as God is working in us to will and to act to
obey Him! Feel God's pleasure in what you obeyed today! You are being
transformed! To God be the glory!
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