
1  I Experiencing God
^  Exodus 18:1-12 especially verse 11

For more than 25 years, we, as a whole church family, have intentionally done an all-church
spiritual project each year. A spiritual project is where we combine Bible teaching with hands-
on learning & practice over a couple month period. We do this together^ as a whole group.
Usually this involves going deeper into one of the spiritual disciplines - like reading through
the NT in 3 months, learning to pray evangelistically or for the persecuted church. We've done
40 days of generosity, practiced hearing & responding to God's quiet voice speaking to us and
been challenged to live like we are Dying. This yearU our all-church spiritual project is to
memorize a chapter of the Bible together. I know what you are thinking, but yes we can do it
and we are going to encourage each other so we can accomplish far more than we would on our
own. But that is not the focus of today's challenge.

The most comprehensive form of our "all-church spiritual project" comes when we align the
sermon teaching, small groups, Adult Sunday School, personal daily devotions, ministry
projects and other areas of the church around the same theme. We do this about every 5-7 years,
because of the immense amount of work involved as well as wanting to follow God's leading.
The first one we ever did was around 1991 and it was on the Seven Sins of America. The
UnSale that we ̂  ea^Spjyg, came out of one of these comprehensive all-church spiritual
projects. It was ̂dur^years ago that our all-church spiritual project was "Experiencing
God" using a workbook with daily devotions and projects by Henry Blackaby & Claude King.

This study was transformational for me personally. And our church as a whole - but in a
different way than you might think. That study helped us to see and understand the miracles
God was alreadv doing through our church efforts. When other churches went through the study
at that time, a number in those churches would complain that the examples used in the
workbooks were simpT^too incredible to believe. But when we went through the workbook, we
saw similar huge things God had already done through our simple efforts. For example, after
the fall of communism, our sister church in Belarus was in need of boots & shoes for its people
as their economy had completely collapsed and those items came from other countries. Not
having extra shoes ourselves that were good enough to share, one of our people contacted local
& national places to ask for shoe donations for our sister church in Belarus. Over the next 5
years, 60,000 pairs of new premium boots & shoes were donated! The wholesale value of those
donations was more than all the money we had ever collected as a church in our whole history
combined. That is unbelievable. Like the little boy with his lunch of 5 loaves and 2 fish which
Jesus used to feed more than 5,000 people, God multiplied our pathetically insignificant but
sacrificial efforts into a mind-boggling result. "Wow God, you are great!" Our picture of God
deepened, our faith grew and our willingness to sacrifice expanded. Together, as a local
church, we experienced God do what only God can do.

PROPOSITION: We 'experience God' when we see God do what only God can do as we obey,
serve, and witness for Jesus.
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1. Positive transformation from experiencing God Exodus 18:1-12
Now let's look at Exodus 18 to see how transformational it can be when we ̂'experience
God*' — when we see God do what only God can do!

A. "Knowing" is more than 'head knowledge' Ex 18:11
Most of the times when a teacher quotes from Exodus 18, it is to highlight the
management principle of delegation. That is at the end of this chapter. We want to
look at the beginning of this chapter where a leader & teacher of another religion
reverses all he has known, believed^d dedicated his life to BECAUSE he sees God
do what only God can do. READ v Jethro completely turns & changes his
whole life because he comes to recognize YWHW - God's highest name in the OT -
as the true God supreme over all gods, including the false gods that he devoted his life
to. "Now I know that the Lord is greater than all other gods." Notice in v 11 that
the word 'Lord' here has small capital letters for the 'ord'. In our translation, that lets
us know this is the word "YWHW" which is God's highest name in the OT. In the
KJV, it is the word "Jehovah " - every time you see the word "Jehovah " it is
translating the Hebrew YWHW. Notice that the key pivot point in Jethro's conversion
is seeing God do what only God can do. READ v 9-1 la.

The word "know" here refers to more than head knowledge. It is not just that Jethro
mentally thought these things. God has confirmed these truths through actions the
Lord did. This teacher came to experience God — he came to know God in a deeper
way than just mental thoughts.

B. We hear, read and learn about God Ex 18:1

So who is Jethro and how great is this transformation? READ v 1. Jethro is a "priest
of Midian", in fact some say the Hebrew phrase here actually implies he was the high
priest of Midian. Whatever the case, Jethro is a spiritually aware person who has given
his whole life to serving other gods - the gods of Midian. He is one who has taught his
people that the Midian gods are true, they are superior to any other spiritual being and
one should worship those Midian gods if you want to live life rightly. What an
incredible transformation here to go from such dedication and confidence in other
gods, to putting the Lord first in his life.

We also see in v 1 that Jethro is Moses' father-in-law. Since this event is happening
after God freed the Hebrew slaves from Egypt, Jethro has known Moses closely for 40
years. I'm sure Moses witnessed to his father-in-law for those many decades by his
words and actions. Yet it took Jethro seeing the true God do what only God could do,
to move from hearing, reading and learning about the Lord into true belief. That is
why one of our Visionarv Praver Requests we encourage you to pray once a week
(which you can get out in the tract rack in the lobby) — that is why one of our
Visionary Prayer Requests is "Father, we pray for You to regularly 'show up' with
evidence of Your reality as we witness and stand for Your truths & ways."
Successful witnessing is not based on us knowing all the answers, saying the right
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words at just the right time or living a perfect life. Successful witnessing is totally
dependent on God - He is the one that opens their hearts to be interested and He is the
one who provides the proof of our words. We just have to be a witness, or a
testimony, of what we know about Jesus and what Jesus has done for us. That is why
success in witnessing is simply sharing the good news about Jesus in the power of
the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God,

C. We get involved (which requires a sacrifice) Ex 18:2-7
A key to experiencing God is to get invoked in what God is doing. That will
ALWAYS require some kind of change and sacrifice in our life. In v 2-7 we are told
that at some point in the process of confronting Pharaoh to let the Hebrew slaves go,
Moses sent his wife and kids back to his father-in-law - probably for safety. So Jethro
is not just a by-stander. He has had a small part in God's work as he provided food,
housing, comfort and safety to Moses' family in those challenging days. In the future,
when we get reports back from India of what God is doing there, it will not just be
those who go over on the short term missions team who will rejoice - but all of us
who had any part not matter how small - those who helped with crafts, those who
collected change, those who gave in our major offering, those who prayed for the team
- all can get excited because we were a part of what God is doing. We will experience
God when we hear those reports/ 1

D. God confirms & deepens our spiritual knowledge through experience Ex 18:8-12
And that experience confirms and deepens our spiritual knowledge. We intellectually
know God is powerful, but when we sacrifice and join God in His work, then see God
do what only God can do, we really believe God is powerful - really, really powerful.

Notice, in v 8, that sacrifices & hardships are a part of experiencing God. READ v 8.

Notice, in v 9, that Jethro did not see God's miracles with his own eyes but learned
about them by others & then it was confirmed through Moses's report. READ v 9.

Notice, in v 12, the evidence that Jethro's change of heart and belief was not just
words. READ v 12. As a priest of Midian, Jethro regularly brought sacrifices to the
god's of Midian - now he has so transformed that he is bringing sacrifices and praise
to a very different God. That would be like a Muslim religious leader coming here and
praising Jesus in our worship service having believed Jesus is fully God, died on the
cross for our sins and rose bodily from the dead! That is a transformation only God
can do and it is one that God gives evidence to the person because it is such^^g step.

II. Seven realities of experiencing God / I
Experiencing God do what only God can do is transformational in any of us / whether it
draws us to Jesus or deepens our faith as Christians. In fact, I believe^^^^^^/eason why
many young people from Christian families are turning away is because tjiey never
experienced God do anything only God could do. Their profession of faitlTis oS^
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intellectual. Their parents made safety & comfort their goals in life so there was little
opportunity to need God to do the improbable or impossible. Seeing God do what only God
can do is really intoxicating in a positive way! The Experiencing God study we did
described 7 realities of experiencing God from the life of Moses. These are NOT a
sequential method for finding God's will.

A. God is always at work around us
(1) God is always at work around us. You have heard me say this countless times
because we have experienced it time and time again here. God has a plan to take
rebellious, stubborn, self-focused humans (including each of us) and make us ready
for an eternity in heaven where we will have free choice but never be selfish, self-
focused or ungrateful. Evil will be destroyed without making us robots. God has a
plan and He is working it — He alone can bring good out of even the worst situations.

B. God pursues a continuing love relationship with us that is real and personal
(2) God pursues a continuing love relationship with us that is real and personal.
God is not our divine bellhop to run around making our lives easier nor is He some
remote power that doesn't care about us. God pursues a relationship with us. He sent
Jesus to this world to die for our sins. God desires all people to turn to Jesus. People
may not answer the door when Jesus is knocking, but He knocks on everyone's door.

C. God invites us to become involved with Him in His work

(3) God invites us to become involved with Him in His work. This is quite amazing
because we could never do things up to His perfect standards. God doesn't ask us to
dream our dreams for Him &nd then pray for Him to bless our plans. He is already at
work which means He already has a plan. Let's join Jesus in His work which is not
centered_on_us but the transformation of people and bringing the gospel everywhere.

D. God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the
church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.
The testimony from Genesis to Revelation is that God speaks to His people revealing
His person, His purposes and His ways. How does God reveal Himself to us today?
(4) God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and
the church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.

E. God's invitation for us to work with Him always leads to a crisis of belief that requires
faith and action

(5) God's invitation for us to work with Him always leads to a crisis of belief that
requires faith and action. God doesn't call us to serve so people can see how great
we are. God's plan is going to be bigger than we could ever do, otherwise people
won't see God do what only God can do. That is going to lead to a crisis of belief
where we need to genuinely step out in faith beyond our comfort zone. Without that
step of faith, we won't experience God.
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F. We must make major adjustments in our life to join God in what He is doing
This leads to a 2"^ turning point where many people miss joining Jesus in his work. (6)
We must make major adjustments in our own life to join God in what He is
doing. Many American Christians want to serve Jesus when it's convenient or easy.
No wonder their kids don't see Christianity as a compelling and challenging life. God
calls us to make adjustments in our thinking, our circumstances, our relationships, our
commitments, our actions, and/or our beliefs. Moses couldn't stay in the desert with
his family and still stand before Pharaoh at the same time.

in wh
G. We come to know God by experience as we obey Him and He accomplishes His work through us

Once you've determined to follow God by faith and you have made the required
adjustments for God, you must obey him. (7) We come to know God by experience
as we obey Him and He accomplishes His work through us.

III. Experiencing God in everyday life
So how do we experience God in everydav life so we can be ready to trust Him when a
moment of destiny comes? Jesus told us that we must be faithful injittle things if we ever
hope to be faithful in big ones. '' '

A. Pray specific prayers for others & the advancement of Jesus' work
The easiest thing that you can do, is to regularly pray specific prayers for the
advancement of Jesus' work in the world, in our area and in the lives of specific
people in your life. Don't pray for comfort, ease or money - pray for transformed
lives, reconciled relationships, overcoming attitudes and boldly holding God's truth.
When we pray these kinds of prayers, we'll see more of what only God can do.

So last Sunday afternoon at the church picnic, a couple people felt the burden^ a
friend they knew whose spouse turned from Jesus and left them. So right there at the
picnic we prayed together for the relationship to be reconciled, the believing spouse to
be encouraged and God's conviction on the wayward one. No more than 90 minutes
later, I ran into th|: believing spouse whom I had never met outside of an occasional
visit to this church building. A mere coincidence? Specific prayer centered on God's
will for this world confirmed this was a divine moment that amazed me and called me

to obey and bring encouragement to the faithful spouse. Life is not dull when your
eyes are opened to what God is doing because of prayers.

B. Sacrifice some time, finances, convenience, etc. regularly for Jesus
A 2"^ thing that we can do, is to make sure that we are regularly sacrificing some time,
some finances, some of our convenience for the work that Jesus is doing in our area. If
you like to bake, bring things to gathering. If you can fix things, volunteer a couple
hours a month to help the building crew. If you are good with computers, talk to the
Admin team we can always use tech help. When we regularly sacrifice for the
advancement of Jesus' work, we see God do more things.
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C. Watch for spiritual openness and then respond immediately (it will be inconvenient)
A 3^^ thing that we can do is watch for spiritual openness in the people around us.
And we know if there is spiritual openness if we bring up the subject in a neutral way.
Now when you see any spiritual openness, dro^whatever you are doing and simply
engage in a spiritual conversation with them. It always seems to be an inconvenient
time. Put it off even a day and that moment will be gone - you won't have
experienced God do what only God can do. Witnessing isn't about going door to door
- although if you want to do that that is fine - remember witnessing is simply
sharing Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit & leaving the results to God.

D. Listen & observe what Jesus is doing in other believers' lives
A 4*^ thing that we can do in our daily life, is to listen and observe what Jesus is doing
in other believers lives. That is what Jethro did and it transformed him. God is always
at work around us - every week, someone in this church has seen Jesus do something
special. It's not about us but about Jesus, so God's biggies won't happen each week in
our own lives. I have probably experienced God more than most here - not because
God does more things in my life than yours, but because I regularly hear what God is
doing through the simple actions of others.

A couple weeks ago one of our people told me of the incredible things Jesus had done
in their life. Several months before they lost their job - things didn't look great as they
are in a declining industry and they were at an age that is often discriminated against.
But what God did two months later was nothing less than miraculous. Just listening
strengthened my faith because I saw God work in their story. , , ■ i l, I f

Remember the place we mlLs^ God's works the strongest are in problems, pains,
struggles and disbelief.'Many years ago there was a high school student playing
Softball that was killed by lightning even though there were no clouds. It is the reason
that high school coaches in Vermont today have special devices to track lightning far
away. I remember talking to a relative of that student several months later. They told
me how 3 weeks before the death, God had unexpectedly opened up an hour and a
half conversation about Jesus with that student where they were genuinely spiritually
seeking. God prepared that High School student to be ready for death, even though no
one had no idea it was coming. Since then I have asked many Christians who have
gone through tragic losses or problems ~ "Now that you look back, do you see
anything that God did to prepare you for this unforeseen event before it
happened?" Believe me, my faith has grown a lot just listening to those answers -
answers that the people had never thought about before I asked the question! Since
God is always at work around us there is an endless supply of encouragement if we
can listen to others share where they have seen God at work around them and not be
envious or jealous.

E. See God's hand at work around you (Listen for and share "God sightings")
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A 5th thing that we can do in our daily life, is to practice seeing God's hand at work
around in the little ways. Some people call these "God sightings". I took 3 evenings
this week to study how our nerves tell our muscles to contract. It is incredibly detailed
and not anything that could have happened by time and chance. I experienced wonder
and amazement as I saw God's Hand in this design. In July, I practiced praying for
problems rather than jumping in right in to solve them. I saw several clear times God
moved a person to recognize the problem and contacted me before I said anything.
Another clear "God sighting", God doing what only God could do. Every time I see
God's Hand at work around me, it encourages me, it challenges me, it calls me to
greater faith and sacrifice.

But most of all it confirms to me God's greatness, truth and love. Seeing God at work
makes my life significant even though 1 am not the focus at all. And it changes all of
life's questions. I no longer ask "What is God's plan for my life?" That is wrongly
focused on me and God will just be a way for me to advance. The right question is
"What is God's will? What is God's plan in this world?" That is what 1 want to
join in on whether 1 become a famous mega-pastor or an unknown one in the middle
of Vermont -1 get to see God do what only God can - that is experiencing God.
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