
Deception from Outside
^  II Thessalonians 2:3b-10

For the past month we have been going through the book of 2"'' Thessalonians. This was written
by the apostle Paul and associate missionaries Silas & Timothy while they were in Corinth. The
church at Thessalonica had been planted more than 1 years before^ ̂  this same missions team.
There was a lot of outward opposition, as was true of most cities they had started churches in
during that 2"'^ missionary journey. So Paul wrote an earlier letter to the Thessalonians to
encourage them in their faith in the midst of the constant OUTWARD persecution and
opposition. He also answered a number of questions and concerns they had.

About a year after the first letter, the Lord inspired the missions team to write a 2"^ letter to the
Thessalonian church because the outward situation has gotten even worse. But praise God, the
church people are overcoming, growing spiritually & seeing genuinely transformed lives. Their
missional focus is growing as they continue to boldly share the good news of Jesus with others
and are financially helping other churches despite their own poverty.

We first looked at the importance of faith, hope and love in our spiritual growth - these are
often referred to at the beginning of PauFs letters to the churches. Then we saw the many ways
Jesus encourages us in our faith so we may continue and be counted worthy of the kingdom of
God. Then 2 Sundays ago, we looked at the reality of heaven and hell. Last week, the theme
changed to deceptions as we started chapter 2. Jesus clearly warned believers that a great
apostasy, or turning from God's truth, would happen before His return. That deception comes
from within the church at large. This week we turn to deception from the outside.

According to the Bible, our world is headed for a final showdown between good and evil -
Christ and the antichrist. The antichrist is a megalomaniac, world leader who will arise and take
over the world. This will start peacefully through deception and then continue by force - much
like Hitler did in the 1930's. This leader's claims will be very deceptive for he will not be for
peace, but world conquest. Believers in Jesus will be persecuted to silence then eliminate them.
Then Jesus will return, halt history as we know it, and restore justice & God's values to this
planet for a 1000 year period called the millennium. While other passages on the antichrist deal
with things like his world conquest, outward power, oppressive ways, alliances, slick style,
empowerment by satan and false promises, this passage primary deals with the deceptive part of
this future world dictator. Let's start with the descriptions in this passage of this future world
leader who is elsewhere called "the antichrist".

Proposition: Deception has been and will be a powerful used by the opponents of Jesus to
encourage those who refuse to submit to the true God and believe His ways - Jesus will totally
overpower all deception.

I. The coming antichrist
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A. Sinflil, rebellious and egotistical II Thes 2:3-4,7a; Jn 17:12
READ V 3-4. Jesus' return for final judgement can't happen until "the man of
lawlessness" is revealed - this one who will oppose God & His ways and set himself
up as supreme in God's temple. This is the future megalomaniac leader which the NT
calls the 'antichrist' who will take over the world in opposition to Jesus. Notice he is
called "the man of lawlessness" — "lawless" is what characterizes his heart even
though he will look like a person of peace in the beginning. MTiat is "lawlessness"? It
simply means that the person is neither constrained by or respectful q/^law? They have
no boundaries except themselves. Whose law? By the context, "God*s law"\ That's
why he sets himself up against all that is God's, claims to be God, is doomed to
destruction and will be overthrown by the Lord Jesus at His return. With the large
number of people in our culture abandoning absolute truth and replacing it by seeking
out "their own truth", you can see why this deception will be received so easily.

This person is also "doomed to destruction". Since Jesus forgives all who are willing
to truly repent, admit their wrong and seek to go God's way - the fact that this person
is "doomed to destruction" means they are so stubborn, full of sinful pride, arrogant
and self-focused that there is no chance they will turn from their wicked ways. That
same phrase "doomed to destruction" is used of Judas in John 17:12 ~ Judas is the
disciple who betrayed Jesus. They are destined to be destroyed because their
wickedness is so great and they refuse to turn from their own error. This "man
doomed to destruction" is not just doomed personally, but v 9-10 showsjie
contributes to the destruction of others.

The ego of this person will be "offthe charts " as we see in v4. He will "exalt himself
over everything that is called God" - in fact, he will even proclaim himself to be
God. So he will claim absolute preeminence over all people and all gods. You don't
have to look hard to find examples of leaders with this attitude -^JusfTooFaFth^last ^
couple rulers of North Korea. In short, this "man of lawlessness" is willfully sinful,
rebellious, and supremely egotistical.

B. Adversary of the true God 11 Thes 2:4
(Daniel 9:26-27, 11:36-12:1, Matthew 24:15-21; Mark 13:13-14)
At the core, is genuine hatred towards God and anything associated with Him. This
leader opposes all Jesus is and claims - thus the term "anti—Christ". READ v 4. His
opposition to God and everything associated with Him is not just unbelief, but
elsewhere we know he will astive attack, demean, persecute, kill and try to destroy
anything related to the true God. This is what the Chinese leader Mao Tse Tung did in
the Great Culture Revolution where he tried to eliminate any evidence of any religion
in the country. It is what happened in Albania under the communists where all forms
of worship were outlawed, teaching about any faith meant 3-10 years in jail and their
1976 constitution said the state "supports and carries out atheistic propaganda in
order to implant a scientific materialistic world outlook in people". In fact, these
attacks to oppose God and rid everything publicly about Him has happened so often in
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the 20^'' century you would think that the value of "religious liberty'' would be high in
the news and history — yet you rarely hear of the hundreds of instances
happening even in our country every year. Speaking of China, the latest reports out of |
Zhejiang province where over 2,000 crosses have been ripped off the outsides of C-
churches, show that government people have been breaking into churches to install ^
security cameras to spy on them and then sending the churches the bills for the
equipment. Current Chinese leadership wants to put a network of surveillance cameras
over the whole country by 2020 - already the city of Beijing is considered 100%
covered - there is no where you can go in the city where the government can not see f
what you are doingTj&ie control of this future world leader will be more extensive than ■ ^
at any time in history.

h

As we mentioned, this future world leader "will exalt himself over everything called
God or associated with Him. Talk about extreme arrogance & grand delusion, he
doesn't just consider himself a god, but the greatest of gods! No wonder his doom is
sure. This leader will demand that all people worship him alone! V 4 also tells us there ^ I
will be a very visible, public and clear statement of this self-exaltation.'REXl&~w4ttr" " ̂
God gave a similar prediction 2600 years ago in Daniel's time - that a sinful, ^
rebellious & egotistical leader would set up "an abomination that causes
desolation" in God's holy place. Jesus also makes this prediction. Partial fulfillments
of these prophecies were done by Antiochus Epiphanes, who placed an altar to Zeus in
the Hebrew temple around 168 EC AND the full destruction of the temple by the
Romans in 70 AD. But while these desecrated this holy place dedicated to the true
God, none of them used the occasion to declare themselves God. That's still in the

future.

C. Entices with deception II Thes 2:9
READ V 9-10. Unlike Christians who seek to live in accordance with how Jesus

works - this leader will arise "in accordance with how satan works." and that

means a LOT OF DECEPTION!

1. Displays of power "signs and wonders"
(Acts 2:22; Rom 15:18-19; 2 Cor 12:12; Matt 12:22-24; Mark 13:22; Rev 13:2)
That deception starts with "all sorts of displays of power through signs and
wonders." These three words: power, signs and wonders are used elsewhere as
evidence of God's work. Peter used them in Acts 2:22 as evidence that Jesus really
was from God. Paul uses them in Romans 15 and 2 Corinthians 12 to show the

truth of the gospel and the rightness of the apostles' witness of Jesus.

These same types of displays ofpower will accompany the rise of this egotistical,
God-hating, deceptive, world leader. Think about how convincing it will be when
the antichrist does miraculous healings and instantly sets people free of addictions.
That is why Jesus warned us about it in places like Mark 13:22. These signs and
wonders will be very, very convincing. The same kind of evidences expected of the
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Messiah will be copied & empowered by satan for the rise of the antichrist.
"Power" indicates great ability - things done that are greater than we can do on
our own. "Signs" (semeiois) are special happenings that point to a greater truth.
And "wonders" (terasin) are works that inspire awe. No wonder the world will
welcome, cheer and give up their freedoms to this person at first. But satan's works
always have a major bondage that comes with them. The results are ALWAYS bad
in the long run.

I know it will seem strange to some here that ̂ atan can actually do "signs and
wonders". The evil spiritual forces around us have much more power than we
realize. In the book of Job, satan caused natural disasters, horrific weather, incited
people to stea^ attacl^otne^^nd caused physical sickness. Do YOU think you
could tell the difference between a miracle from God and a miracle from satan? On
my first and second trips to India -1 was in Bangalore. A very popular Hindu
leader lived there named Sai Baba who claimed to be the re-incarnation of a 19^"^
century Sai Baba. He was so popular that half million people came to his funeral in
2011, including top national leaders in India. Sai Baba claimed to have miraculous
powers - he would make small objects like rings, necklaces and watches appear
from nowhere. He claimed to heal people, resurrect them from the dead, teleport
himself, know what people were thinking and a host of other things. Because of
these powers, seen in signs and wonders, millions of followers believed he was
god, including many Americans who would fly over to his ashram. You will see in
heaven that Sai Baba definitely wasn't God, in fact he is accused by many of
sexually abusing young boys. As I listened to people there talk about him -1 heard
two very different pictures - in front of the crowds he acted one way and behind
closed doors a very different way. I saw how easy it was for people to be deceived
by signs and wonders - even ifjust perceived!

2. Lies "serve the lie"

The deception we think of the most from the spiritual powers of evil around us are
lies. As Jesus said about satan in John 8:44, "when he lies, he speaks his native
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies." Go back to v 9. READ. Notice
the signs and wonders "serve the lie'\ What is the lie? That following satan or the
antichrist will bring good things into your life. That doing what YOU want, when
YOU want and how YOU want is the way to happiness and fulfillment. That there
are no bad consequences from opposing God and disobeying His ways.
• Those are the lies that young people are fed when they are first tempted to

use illegal drugs. "When you take these drugs, they will make their life
happy andfulfilled again," But it ends in addiction that destroys them and
drives away or crushes those they love.

• Those are the lies people believe when they disregard God's moral values
on sexuality and think it will bring a better future. It has actually brought an
epidemic of sexually transmitted diseases no one talks about, a devastating
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effect on future generations who are not brought up with the same mother
and father for life, relationships built on performance instead of covenant
promises, massive insecurity and much more.

• Those are the lies people believe when they think, *Hf only I had more
money or more things, then I would be happy," Instead, that lie ends up
feeding greed that will never be satisfied, enslaving people to credit card
debt, materialism, and using people instead of loving them.

The antichrist will make lots of claims, but they will be lies.

3. 4 ways satan tempts people in OT "all the ways wickedness ..."
READ V 9b-10a. Those signs and wonders will not just serve the lie, but they
will also reinforce "all the ways wickedness deceives," This is talking about
the ways that satan normally tempts people. There are only 4 places in the whole
OT where satan interacts with a person and they represent the four "deception
challenges" you regularly face in your lives. The first way we are tempted is
when we are enticed to do that which is wrong or harmful because it looks or
feels good at the moment. This is what satan did in the Garden of Eden to get
Adam and Eve to disobey God. The 2"^ way we are tempted is when we are
intimidated to stop doing what is good & right because of pressure, pain or fear.
This is what satan tried to do to Job in the beginning of the book of Job. The
way we are tempted happens when things are going good. That's when satan
tries to provoke our sinful pride. That's what he did with King David to do a
military census when things were going so good in his life. And the 4^'' way
we are tempted is when satan satanizes - that is the accuser accuses. It's where
we began to feel that we're no good, or we're no use to anyone, or God could
never forgive us or any of 100 other internal feelings that don't take into account
God's wonderful grace through Jesus Christ. When Jim Ausmann heard me
share this he came up with 4 words to remind him of satan's deceptive
temptations: pleasure, pressure, pride, and pity party. I love the creativity in
this church - it's far better than any I have. Keep sharing with each other!

D. People willfiillv choose the deception II Thes 2:10
How can so many believe these lies, deceptions and false proofs? Because they want
to! They willfiillv choose the deception. READ v 9b-10. The effectiveness of the
lawless one is not just explained by the false "signs and wonders" but because people
have alreadv rejected the truth. The truth centers on Jesus - the real Jesus, not the one
people make up to fit their thoughts. They refuse to love God or His ways. They
refuse to accept God's free offer of forgiveness through Jesus' death on the cross.
They refuse to accept Jesus' bodily resurrection from the dead as God's supreme
evidence. That is why deceptive leaders may contribute to the future destruction of
others, but their deception is NOT the root cause. Refusing to love the truth is.
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II. Pre-fulfillments of antichrist I John 2:18; II Thes 2:7
But Neal, you've spent all this time speaking about a leader who isn't even here yet - what
does that have to do with my life now? Turn in your Bibles to I John 2:18.1 believe that
the book of Revelation, which focused on the future, is one of the most important &
applicable books for our lives today. I encourage people to use 4 simple principles to
understand the book — the last principal is what applies it to our situations today:

•  (Principles of interpreting the book of Revelation)
1. Go from the clear to the unclear - establish what is clearly said in a passage before

getting overwhelmed by what is unclear.
2. Read the book in a straightforward way. Clear statements are clear statements —

symbolic language is symbolic language.
3. Don't be afraid of symbolic language - this style transcends time periods & cultures.

Instead, let the text itself interpret the symbols.
4. Recognize the principal of ̂̂ pre-fulfillment".

What is this Biblical principle of "pre-fulfillment" which I also mentioned last week
but didn't have time to explain? READ I John 2:18. Notice there is a single antichrist
coming in the future, but preceding that there are many people with similar qualities to
the future antichrist who are at work toda}^whm4t4s4Tkcp=fee=^^d. Some of the things
that will happen in the future, are happening now in lesser forms. I call this pre-
fulBllment. It happens because of the consistency of the forces behind these people
and these events^. So you will run into people in your lives who act like the antichrist
■"buTifnesseFways. They are very egotistic, hate God, see themselves as the center of__^^^rc
the universe — knowing how God wants believers to respond when the future powerful
antichrist comes, helps us know how to rightly respond when we rpn into leaser, but
similar people and situations today

III. God's power at work in times of deception and opposition
God wants us to understand the bigger picture, have faith in His power, cooperate with His
plan and look forward to the future. (Repeat).

A. Currently restraining evil (it is not as bad as it could be) II Thes 2:6-7
Go back to II Thes 2:6-7. READ. We are told here that currently there is a force that
is holding back the secret power of lawlessness. That phrase "secret power" is the
biblical word mystery. Now when the New Testament uses the word ^^mystery^\ it
does NOT refer to something that is difficult to understand. It refers to something that
is impossible to kno^ until God reveals it - then it is straightforward to understand.
When we look at the evil in our world today, we would have no way to know that God
has a power at work that is actually restraining it. This power is holding back a lot of
wickedness. In other words, this world is not as bad as it could be. TV shows^d .A
movies showing a messed up world needing rescue are very prevalent today. That is
what((tt>uld happen if God were not restraining evil. That will happen in the end times
when this restrainer is taken away.
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The fact that God is actively restraining evil today, changes how we look at life. He is
very much in control - in fact He alone has the power to bring good out of even the
worst wickedness. Now there is evil in this world today, because God has genuinely
given us a measure of autonomy and the freedom to make choices. Because we all
disobey God and His commands, a lot of negative results come - which spawn
additional sin and negative results. Add in evil spiritual forces encouraging our sin,
ego, selfishness and sinful pride and it isn't a surprise that there are so many problems
in our world, job place, family and even church. As you know there was a terrorist
bombing at a concert in England recently and the singer Arianna is doing a benefit
concert tonight. She wanted to give free tickets to the 14,000 who were at the concert
that was bombed - guess how many in England called in this week saying th^y were
at that concert - over 25,000. More than 10,000 lied. ̂  hcM

The evil around is not a sign that God is absent ~ it is a sign God has genuinely given
us free choice and we have chosen poorly. You have probably experienced this
'restraining' in your own life. There are many times you wanted to angrily yell at
people, do wrong things, lie, deceive, cheat, or maybe even steal - and a quiet voice
inside you^challenged you not to. Some of those wjfere God's restraining. Evil won't
be eliminated until the Great White Throne Judgment by God. And God holds off^^
that judgment^in love^so that as many people as possible will turn back and surrender
their lives to Jesus so they won't be excluded from the presence of heaven. The only
one strong enough to restrain lawlessness in this way is the Holy Spirit.

B. Allowing evil forces to temporarily have their day II Thes 2:4
C. Complete & immediate destruction at Lord's return II Thes 2:8
READ V 8. Isn't this a powerful and encouraging truth! No matter how big the
problem, no matter how powerful the opposition, Jesus is going to totally and
completely annihilate it - with just a breath from His mouth and the splendor of His
glorious presence. The dictator antichrist may control mankind for a time, but he will
be no match for the Messiah. Jesus is Lord indeed. When you get overwhelmed by the
evil and wicked problems or people around, remember it is just temporary. Their
doom is coming and they will fall quickly just at the word of the Lord. And at that
time, everything will be clear. We will see with sight, but we know by faith now.
Jesus is greater than we could ever think or imagine. His glory will overwhelm us -
His splendor will fill us with joy - that's why we say at the end of our communion
services, "Maranatha - quickly Lord Jesus!"
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