
Does God Heal Everyone? Anyone?
'  II Corinthians 12:7-10

This week we start our summer teaching series on the book of James, but you'll notice our main
verse today is not in James! I like to keep you on your toes!!! Each summer we slow down and
take just a verse or two a week. We pick up where we left off the last week or the last summer.
So a short New Testament book usually takes 8-10 summers to complete. Since our first verses
this year are James 5:14-15 which deals with sickness, anointing with oil and prayer by the el
ders, I thought it would be most helpful to start with a bigger overview of the New Testament's
teaching on healing, particularly what the Apostle Paul personally faced.

For all of our medical advances, we seem to face more & more sickness, pain, disability and
physical problems for which there are no medicines, no cures or no answers. Where our culture
once thought science would solve all problems, we now seem to face more and bigger medical
problems. What is God doing in this area of sickness, pain and physical problems?
•  Some American Christians say God heals everyone who meets certain criteria - they

have enough faith, or are close enough to Jesus or go to a particular faith-healer or send
enough money to a TV ministry.

• Other American Christians are very skeptical about God's healing. "Yes", they say, "God
heals, but not by the means that are claimed today". In fact, when they investigate they
find many of the claimed healings aren't much of a healing.

• But for most American Christians, it is a jumble. They intellectually believe God can heal
but they haven't personally seen a truly miraculous healing themselves. They don't have
any confidence that their own prayers for healing are effective.

So let's now turn our attention to the Bible and what it says.

PROPOSITION: God miraculously heals some in our day, while providing others with extra di
vine power & grace to overcome until our true healing in heaven - both are equally for the ad
vancement of Jesus' work in this world both in individual character and others' lives.

I. The Apostle Paul's experience

A. Many healed through him Acts 19:11-12, II Cor 12:12
The apostle Paul saw many miraculous healings, especially in the city of Corinth. Acts
19:11-12 says: "God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even hand
kerchiefs and aprons that touched him were taken to the sick and their illnesses
were cured," These were genuine, complete and miraculous healing. Look down at//
Cor 12:12 READ, These miraculous healings were an authentication by God of God's
reality, power and His appointing Paul as an apostle. Paul knew what it was like to be
part of seeing other people be totally and completely healed. So clearly God miracu
lously heals.
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B. Could not heal some friends

(II Tim 4:20; Phil 2:25-28; I Tim 5:23)
Despite this gift of healing, we are told of at least three very close friends whom Paul
could not heal. In II Timothy 4:20 it says, "I left Trophimus sick in Miletus." In Phil
2 we leam that Paul's co-worker, Epaphroditus had almost died from a sickness he got
while serving Jesus. Paul's prayers did not lead to immediate healing. And in I Tim
5:23, Paul told one of his closest, fellow pastors to use wine as medicine - no mention
of calling an elder, anointing with oil, or laying on of hands for healing. So just as
clearly as God heals, God doesn't heal everyone during this lifetime, not even those
who are most dedicated to Jesus' work in this world. Now please remember that
EVERY true Christian will be healed- butfor most of us that won't happen until our
future after death when we receive our new, imperishable, super-duper resurrection
body. This is a broken world, our bodies will break down and we will all suffer some
kind of ailments no matter what we do.

C. Personally had an overwhelming, painful, persistent physical agony II Cor 12:7
Paul personally faced a very debilitating problem. READ v 7. Countless explanations
have been offered for what this "thorn in the flesh" was. We won't know for sure un
til heaven but we do know it was painful and it involved his body - "a thorn" in
volves pain, often a sharp one and "in the flesh" means it affects his physical body!
That it "tormented" him meant that it was overwhelming at times. So even though
God healed hundreds or thousands miraculously through him, Paul was not healed
himself of this painful physical problem despite his repeated prayer requests.

So don't be deceived by those who say everyone will be healed by God now or that
you haven't been healed because you don't have enough faith or that haven't asked in
just the right way. Instead, remember that God's miraculous healing now is for the ad
vancement of His work in this world. It is not to bring heaven on earth to us early. In
Paul's case, NOT being healed advanced God's work more than if he had been healed.

II, Paul's approach II Cor 12:7-10
So how does Paul approach pain, disability, and sickness in his own life - and presumably
this how he approached it in the lives of others? We get that in II Corinthians 12:7-10.

A. Asked God for complete physical healing "take it away"
First, Paul clearly asked God for complete physical healing. V 8. READ, "take it
away" - notice how he is praying like a child to the father. He doesn't struggle with
whether or not to ask God for healing. He doesn't wonder if he is worthy to ask for
healing or if he is doing enough for Jesus. Paul unapologetically asks God to complete
remove it. ^^Lord, take it away!"

B. Intensely asked God for that healing now "pleaded"
Second, we see this is not just a passing request. READ v 8. It says he "pleaded with
the Lord." He is intensely asking; he's appealing earnestly; he's begging God. There
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is a lot of emotion here. Paul is openly sharing his emotions here in all of their depth.
"Please, Lord, do this!'*

C. Repeatedly (3 times) asked for that healing "Three times"
Third, Paul is repeatedly asking for that healing. READ v 8. "Three times" - interest
ingly that is the same number of times Jesus pleaded with the Father to take away
the cross in the Garden of Gethsemane, Three times Paul intensely pleaded with Jesus
to take it all away. Unlike Jesus who was under a time deadline — this was probably
not 3 one hour intense prayer times back-to-back as the mob hurried to arrest Him.
Nor are these prayers just one time statements before a meal - these are serious, in
tense cycbs of deep interaction with God - probably over weeks and months.

D. Listened & accepted God's answer as his greatest good II Cor 12:9
(He let the painful sickness bring him closer to God)
Fourth, Paul listened and accepted God's answer as his greatest good. He re
sponded with a chJldJike, not a childish response. READ v 9.^"child-like" response
is to accept the answer of the wiser parent even though it is different than the child
asked. The child trusts the greater wisdom & perspective of the parent even though
they do not know or understand that reasoning. A "childish" response is to yell,
scream, complain & accuse the parent of not caring. A "childish" response thinks it
knows better than all others, including those with far more wisdom & experience.

God is basically saying "No, I am not going to heal you now" to Paul's passionate,
intense, earnest and repeated prayer for complete healing. Paul accepts that "No** an
swer as an expression of God's love. That "no to healing" is actually for a greater
good. Paul is going to experience more of God's grace in his life. That is, Paul is go
ing to experience more of God's miraculous work in his life than if he was healed!
Paul is also going to demonstrate more of Jesus' power and reality by not being healed
than if he was healed. In other words, Jesus' work in this world is going to be helped
more by not being healed, than by being healed. Why did God miraculously heal me
of being badly burned in an explosion, but then did not heal me of my muscular dys
trophy - both of which I learned of about the same time? Because BOTH of those ac
tions will greatly help Jesus' work in this world IF I ACCEPT THEM in childlike
faith & trust.

Maybe you have asked God to heal someone you love. If they didn't get better or even ^
if they died, how did you respond to God? Did you get mad at Him? It is wise to ask
why? Because what we are really saying at that moment is that we know what is besi
for the future, eternity and the 7 billion people on this earth.Tfiatradical self-focus"
is what pain naturallv does to us. But simple faith and trust in Jesus turns our childish
response to a child-like acceptance of God's greater plan. If we are not miraculously
healed, God wants us to let that pain bring us closer to Him. God could have set up
the world to give us a shot of morphine every time pain came up - but He didn't want
us to become drugged zombies. Instead God comes right next to us when we are in
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pain. Jesus is never closer to you than when you are in deep pain. What's more, for
the dedicated Christian, the Lord actually empowers us to overcome and assures us
that our pain & frustration won't be wasted - He will use it for the advancement of
God's work in this world. We aren't going to know HOW that will happen, but God
often gives us brief glimpse years later.

E. Rejoiced in what God does through it II Cor 12:10
God^s goal is transformation - Paul doesn't just get to the place ofaccepting his lot
in life ~ where we sadly & solemnly say this is the cross I must bear. No, Paul is so
transformed through NOT BEING HEALED that he is rejoicing in the midst of strong
pain and the "no" answer from God! READ v 10. Rather than removing the pain, God
gives Paul supernatural grace. Rather than healing physically to make ministry easier,
God unleashes more supernatural power through him, resulting in far more positive
done for this world & in his own life than if that physical affliction was gone. In other
words, God miraculously makes our frustrating ailments work FOR us instead of
against us - work for the church's advance instead of against the church. So powerful
was this realization about physical ailments (the word "weaknesses" in our verses),
that at the end of v 10, Paul applies that same principle to outward opposition to Jesus
& the gospel - insults, hardships, persecutions, and difficulties - those frustrating
things in life that make ministry and witnessing for Jesus harder.

I asked Wilson, "In India, Christians see more miraculous healings from God than
we do here in America, What do you say to the person who is NOT healed by God?"
He answered, "Our duty is to pray for you. We don't heal you, only Jesus does
that. If you are not healed, God knows why. Just rest and relax in the Lord." It is
the child-like acceptance of God's answer to our prayer for healing that transforms our
life and positively affects the lives of those around us.

III. Principles that help us
I think you have the overall picture intellectually, but because our emotions can be so strong
in times of suffering, let's walk through how this might look today.

A. Start by praying your heart - as a child to the Father
Picture yourself with someone you care about very deeply who is hurting badly from
an accident, sickness or physical problem. It could be your parents, your kids, your
spouse, your friends, your co-workers or other relatives. They may be faithful Chris
tians or they may be living for themselves. How should you pray? Start by praying
your heart - we pray as a child to the Father. Don't try to figure out if it is God's will
or not - simply stort by asking God in all the intensity you have at the time. The only
way we are going to know IF God will heal them now rather than in heaven is by
asking God clearly and directly to heal them. Now, there are times when the Holy
Spirit in us hinders us from praying for a miraculous healing, but outside of these situ
ations, why not ask God exactly what we are feeling? Don't worry about whether
people might think badly about God if we pray for healing and they aren't healed

Page 4 of 6



NOW. Pray as a child to the Father. "God is a big boy - He can take care of Him
self!" ©

B. Pray different ways about the same situation
(ask others, prayer chain, fasting, all day/night, regular, cry/breakdown, lay hands
on, call elders, etc.)
Second, if God doesn't miraculously heal at that time, then pray in different ways
about the same situation. Do these strongly.
■ You may choose to pray three times a day, 15-30 minutes each time for a week
■ You may choose to go away and pray Vi day all by yourself or pray a few minutes
12 times a day for a week or pray at each meal for a month

Those are ail serious prayers that God hears and answers when prayed in child
like faith. Some additional ways may include ...
■ Asking others to pray - send the request to the church's e-mail prayer chain, call a
few friends or share it with the people in your small group, ministry work team or
community group.

■ You may choose to fast with your prayers, or you may pray on your knees with
tears, or you may pray all night

■ You may have someone lay their hands on you or ask the elders to pray & anoint
with oil - which we will talk about next Sunday, the Lord willing.

There are many different ways you can pray seriously for physical healing.

C. Pray through three intense prayer cycles
THEN if the person is not healed on the^first cycle of prayer, simply pray through
three intense prayer cycles using a different approach each time. Give God time be
tween each cycle to physically or spiritually heal you or the other person. We haven't
talked about spiritual healing. Spiritual healing is where we are transformed in our at
titude as Paul was in this passage. It is where we become closer to Jesus, more confi
dent of God's love and convinced God is going to bring greater good to Jesus' work in
this world even though they're not healed now. REMEMBER there is nothing magi
cal about '3 times,' It is simply a good guideline to keep us from laziness on one side
and childishly not accepting God's answer of grace to persevere on the other hand.
And there is nothing wrong with praying for some healing all our lives as long as we
accept the "no" answer 'now' as an expression of God's wisdom and love, giving
thanks and praise to Jesus.

D. If no immediate healing, let it draw you closer to God
(that is, go through it together with Jesus)
If there is no immediate healing by the third time, then accept that as God's answer
and allow this time of pain to draw you closer to God. Go through this hurt together
with Jesus. ̂ ^Lord I don V know how Vm going to make it another day & I'm miser
able company to be around, but thank You for sticking by me." We accept the path
God has given in child-like faith. If we pray intensely for something AND we receive
God's answer in child-like faith rather than a childish temper tantrum, then WE WIN
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no matter what God's answer is. Remember God will heal every true Christian in the
future - that is part of the reason heaven will be heavenly. But ONLY God knows
what will positively transform our lives and most help the rebellious, selfish, deceived
& lost around us! ai]\vd\ uC^ ^

E. Insist on a grateful attitude (in yourself and others)
The final principal I leave with you is to insist on a grateful attitude in yourselfand
encourage it in others. Paul is rejoicing in his weakness, yet the stuff he was facing re
ally, really tough. The Bible says rejoice always - give thanks always. This is the long
range attitude we absolutely need for inner health. Yes, it is a process - we'll always
have times of frustration, agitation, irritability, discouragement, pessimism and nega-

ity. Those aren't the best response, but they aren't the end of the world IF they are
only temporary. At times, deep pain & really big problems Jumble our mmds, letting
our negative emotions control us. But as time goes on, outward thanksgiving & grate
fulness help put simple faith and trust back in the driver's seat. We live by faith, not
by sight.

So if you pray for physical healing and a person is healed - praise God loud and often.
If you pray for physical healing and a person is not healed - continue to pray and do
several cycles with different prayer approaches. THEN if the person is not physically
healed now, trust God that He will bring greater good out of this than we could imag
ine. Ask for His help to keep going, but also praise God for His wisdom, love and
grace. Remember it took both Jesus and the apostle Paul three intense times of prayer
before assurance of Almighty God's power & grace in that pain was clear. It is a pro
cess! Trust Him! To God be the Glory. Amen!
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