
Living a Life Worthy of Our Calling
II Thessalonians 1:5-7, 11-12 £?

There are many amnajcs wonderful examples around us of what it means to have a calling and
then live in a manner worthy of that calling. —

1. A police officer has a high calling to protect people as well as defend & uphold the law.
As a result he or she is supposed to be an example ofthe Law - they don't steal or cheat.
Plus they sacrifice for that goal - regularly putting their lives on the line.

2. A doctor has a high calling to heal the sick. As a result he or she cares for those who are
ill and seeks to make them well whoever and whenever that ̂ y may be. While they
rightly takes breaks, vacations, etc - they regularly work long hours and are interrupted
more than other professions.

3. A farmer has a high calling of providing food for people. As a result he or she spends
many hours tilling, planting, cultivating and harvesting to provide food for thousands.
They work longer and harder than many jobs.

And today we remember our own moms who accept the high calling of being a mom - taking 9
months to care for us while we were inside her and many years raising us. It wasn't something
our moms could do as a hobby or leisurely past-time. Most of our moms made a commitment to
raise us as best as they could because they took seriously their high calling of being a mom.
And we celebrate them today because of that. We didn't always give them thanks and
encouragement along the way for the extra work we caused them. One mom on the radio this
week got teary eyed in joy because her grown daughter sent her a thank you note two weeks
befor^really appreciating all her mom sacrificed & did for her when she was growing up. The
mom laughed and said, "where was this when she was 4 and I was overwhelmed." She said
this in a humorous way as an encouragement to other moms because when you are called to
something high, you usually don't get many thanks when the going gets tough. But that is what
is true of all significant callings - you do them for a higher purpose and with a vision of the
good they bring for the future.

Today we are looking at 11 Thessalonians 1:5-7 & 11-12.1 put these together because of a
theme that is repeated in them - this idea of living life in a way that is worthy of our calling. In
verse 5 we see the phrase "as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God"
and in verse 11 we read "that our God may make you worthy of his calling." Let's start with
what makes "our calling" from God so special.

PROPOSITION: Because of the greatness and privilege of God's call in our lives, we want to
live a life worthy of that calling!

1. Our calling (vocation)
Another word for ̂ 'calling" is vocation. Once we become a Christian - once we commit our
lives to Jesus as Savior and Lord - our highest vocation, or calling, becomes living out the
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Christian life as God desires us to. Our job may be plumber, electrician, stay-at-home mom,
president of the company or floor mopper, but our vocation changes to Christian. God has
called us to be Christian in all the aspects of our lives. This calling must be very special if
we are to live a life worthy of it. I found 5 reflections of God's calling in our verses today.

A. Called to be in God's kingdom II Thes 1:5
READ V 5. We are called to be in God's kingdom - to be under His rule and reign.
How special is that! If we are in God's Kingdom then we get to share in all the^ood
thinga of that territory. Just being an American gives me privileges and opportunities

-iike^ood roads, clean water, relative safety and freedom that are not always true in
some other countries. In the same way being part of God's Kingdom gives us
privileges and opportunities others don't have like being accepted into God's family,
being recipients of His rich love, and looking forward to a great inheritance.

B. Called to be under God's protection II Thes 1:6
READ V 6. Our high calling includes being under God's protection. How great is that!
Everyone who gives you trouble you don't deserve will need to answer directly to
God for that. That's amazing. Now God doesn't put us in a bubble right now so we are
exempt from suffering in a broken world. The Thessalonians faced very real and on
going persecutions & trials. But God is just - ajjjryij^ce will be punished. We are
privileged to be under God's mighty protection. God provides that to us even if we
don't ask for it - that is the privilege of our call.

C. Called to be transformed (holy) II Thes 1:10-1 la
READ V 11a. God has called us to a higher life. He is working IN us to transform us
into the high calling He has called us to. What is that higher life? V 11 begins with
"With this in mind" which means we need to look back to v 10 to find out what

Jesusl^s called us to. READ v 10a. We are called the Lord's " holy people". Are^^e
^^--'''TirHb^^et? Po^tionally, GoJse©s-us as holy because Jesus' righteousness has been

creSf&to our account. But we aren't there yet God has called us to be transformed
- to become holy. Imagine, there is coming a time where we will never be selfish,
never say mean words, never be tempted to sin against God. Worry, fear, insecurity
and bitterness will no longer steal our joy and happiness. That process of
transformation is called sanctification - which simply means "to become holy". It
starts when we are given a new nature when we first turn to Jesus as our Savior &
Lord. It will be completed when we see Jesus face to face - either after our death or at
the rapture. We are called to be transformed.

D. Called to join God in His work II Thes 1:11b
Back to V 11. READ. Now that we are Christians we do want to please Jesus. We
desire to do good and we do things for Jesus. Paul prays that our good intentions and
faithful actions will be fruitful BY the power of God. We are not observers but
participants in God's great work. God wants to work through our thoughts, intentions
and actions. We have the great privilege of being an active part of what God is doing
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in the world - just like everyone actively involved in a championship sports team is
privileged. We are called to join God in His work in this world and privileged because
even though that work is fiill of pain and opposition now, Jesus will be victorious. Our
lives will be full of the eternal jote^nd celebration of the most significant victory.

E. Called to glorify Jesus II Thes 1:12
The final aspect of God's call, is that we are called to glorify Jesus. READ v 12. To
glorify Jesus is to reflect the greatness of Jesus in our lives. We want to glorify Jesus
in all we say and do. Now notice the privilege in this - we will also be glorified in
Jesus! Wow. We are going to be seen as special for all eternity because Jesus*s words
and actions will glorify^^ This is like a famous person doing a positive shout out for
you personally on national TV.

J!

All of these aspects of God's call in our life are most special indeed. They are worth
all the sacrifice, frustrations, dedication, faith and love we put in to the Christian life.
Because of these obstacles, God shows us some things that helps so keep going. I
don't want you to think ̂ ^as tJung§ you must do - like a long 'honey-do' list when
you are already overvi^fielmeamlfead I want you picture ways God is and will

II. Helps in living worthy of God's calling

A. Don't misinterpret persecution & trials II Thes 1:5
The first help is to avoid mis-interpreting persecutions & trials. V 5 starts "All this" -
all of what? Look back to the end of verse 4, "all the persecutions and trials you
are enduring." So their enduring the persecutions and trials are actually evidence
they are doing exactly what God wants them to do READ v 5. God is regularly
reminding us many of the trials we face and opposition for our faith are not because
we've dgffhrsomething wrong or God doesn't care. These aren't punishments, nor are
they failures on their part.

Endurance in trials does not make one worthy of heaven; one does not earn heaven by
suffering. But endurance in trials demonstrates one's worthiness. It is a sign God is
working powerfully in our life. A Christian is made worthy by God's grace, which we
receive as a free gift by faith in Jesus Christ. The grace of God makes it possible for a
Christian to withstand the fires of human experience.

If we're serving Jesus regularly & being His witness and were not totally obnoxious,
then persecution and trials are actually a badge of honor. Don't over analyze
problems. Every true Christian will be persecuted at some time in their life. If we try
to insulate our lives from problems or outward opposition, we are going to miss our
calling in this life. Instead, embrace these as God's approval in a sin filled world.
They are evidence we are being counted worthy of our great calling by Jesus.
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B. Grow in confidence of God's justice II Thes 1:6
It helps us not misinterpret persecutions and trials when we grow in the confidence of
God's justice. READ v 6. The 2"'' help the Holy Spirit is doing which helps us live a
life worthy of God's calling is to grow in our confidence of God's justice. God is just.
Real justice has two parts - first, that the guilty are punished and second, that those
who do good are rewarded. God is just. We will see clearly after we die that God
richly rewards the faithful and He punishes the wicked. Every wrong that is done will
be brought before the judgment seat of God. No one in the world is going to get away
with any wrong. God sees everything. Here we are reminded that God especially sees
those who trouble you. God is going to answer them strongly sometime in the future.

So how does the Holy Spirit help us grow in this confidence of God's justice? By
opening our eyes to God's actions ofjustice in history and other areas of the world.
The stories out of Belarus have been invaluable to me in growing my own confidence
in God's justice. I think it was my 3^^^ visit to Belarus, some of the older believers in
the Marina Gorka church pulled my translator aside to tell us a story. Back when the
communists marched in to take over their town, they made their antagonism towards
God, the Bible, and faith very evident. They went to the local church. I assume it was
a Russian Orthodox church. To show their contempt for God, they sent some soldiers
to climb up to rip down the cross and others to take the Bible from the front of the
church and rip it up in front of the townspeople who are helpless to do anything about
it. The soldier who first went to take down the cross, died. And the soldier who first
started to rip the pages out of the Bible, died. While God was going to permit this
atheistic regime to desecrate the building dedicated to Jesus & hinder believers for a
time, the Lord wanted to give confidence to all the faithful that this was not the end.
God is a God of justice - they will pay for the pain they caused believerf'And the
oppressed believers in Marina Gorka Belarus let this encourage them - in fact 75
years later they want me to understand God is faithful 'and Ux^k-down llmlTitfeistic
government \vhcn militarily and politically that soomod impossibl-e.

C. Keep a long range vision II Thes 1:7
The 3'^'' help in living a life worthy of God's calling is that the Holy Spirit gives us
times of relief from outward pressure and keeps encouraging us to keep a long range
vision. READ v 6b-7. God is going to give relief to His people. But notice when all of
the trouble is going to end? When Jesus Christ returns - at the 2"'' coming of Jesus
Christ. Jesus came the first time to provide the eternal payment for our sins for a just
God by dying on the cross in our place. Jesus is going a second time in the future to
stop all sin, judge everyone and establish paradise on earth for believers and those
who come through the Great Tribulation. Jesus won't come back until the maximum
number of people become Christians. This is the long term vision Jesus wants us to
have and is constantly encouraging in people of faith.
Next week we will more nbHUl Gmf s judgcniciit.

D. Pray this for other believers II Thes 1:1 la
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The 4^^^ help the Holy Spirit does to help us live a life worthy of God's calling is to
encourage Christians to pray this for other Christians. READ v 11a. The apostle Paul
needs God's empowerment to live a life worthy of His calling just as much as we do.
Rather than just focus on himself, he prays for God's empowerment for other faithful
Christians. This is a great example for us — so much so that God made sure to inspire
it to be in the Bible. When I thought about my prayers over the past month, until I

^  read this verse, I can honestly say I have not been praying this specifically for others.
/(4O But I have~notice3 I am praying more, iitothgrvyays, for God's empowerment in

^ ̂  ̂ people's life - instead of quickly trying to solve the problem or organizing ministries
to deal with those problems. Praying God's empowerment into other peoples' lives so

^  they can live lives worth of God's calling is really a fun prayer. And it really helps to
see God's powerful working when the other person says something because they
didn't know I was praying in that area. I think some of you must have informally
praying that empowerment for me recently as a pastor, because it is clear to me the
Holy Spirit is encouraging something in me in my prayers and approach which is
NOT because of some intentional action or plan I am doing.

E. Rely on God's power (death of a vision) II Thes 1:11b
The 5^*^ help the Holy Spirit does to help us in living a life worthy of God's calling is
to rely on God's power. READ v 11. Notice that phrase "by His power". Our desires
to do what's good & our intentional faithful actions to help advance Jesus' work are
not something we do on our own to impress God. It takes God's power to make any of
our good desires or ministry actions be effective for eternity. Remember we have a
spiritual enemy who is far more powerful than we are naturally. That is why we
regularly talk about joining Jesus in his work rather than just thinking up things to do
for Jesus. It is so encouraging when we see Jesus really do something significant with
our desires and our actions for Him.

Because we talk about joining God in his work often, I want to touch on a situation
that's been called "the death of a vision". There are times when we get really excited
(those desires for goodness) about a way we can serve the Lord or witness. We try
some things (that is the deeds prompted by faith), but as time goes on, nothing
happens. In fact, the outward situation often looks worse. We see this in the life of
Moses. Even though he grew up in Pharaoh's court at some time, he began to identify
with his people - the Hebrew slaves. I'm sure he desired to help in a good way. Then^
when he saw an Egyptian slave master mistreat one of his people, he killed the slave
master. He was trying to right injustice. But nothing good came from that - in fact he
had to flee and sat for years in obscurity on the back side of the desert. Any desire to
join God in helping his people was gone - death of a vision*\ But 40 years later
God revived that vision in a way that everyone knew it was by God's power and not
Moses, whom God now called on to lead his people to freedom - far beyond anything
Moses dreamed before.
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It is not unusual for Christians to have desires and try things to help people, families,
communities and even the world - yet nothing valuable happens from our efforts, in
fact things seem to get worse. The vision dies. But then God work^years later to
empower the accomplishment of that vision in a way that overwhelms us. When I
came out to plant this church, my desire was to be used of God to start 4 churches in
10 years. It was such a struggle to get this church going, that vision died. But I kept
responding to openings for starting new churches. Then one day I was asked to
encourage a church 3 hours from here in church planting. Afterwards a person came
up and pointed out that God had helped me be part of 4 church plants in 10 years. I
hadn't even realized it because it wasn't the way I had thought it would happen - just
like Moses could have never forseen how God would free his people from injustice.
The whole 3 hour trip home, I just kept mumbling over and over again, God
you did it!" There was no doubt this was all by the plan and power of God. It was
incredibly faith building with absolutely no way for ego to sprout^oTdldT^ This is
the empowering of God that is transformational. So if your vision for God's
transformation in your school, your kids, your marriage, your community or your
family has died, just keep responding to the little openings in that area and trust God
to resurrect that vision - just know it won't look like you imaged it - but the results
will be far greater.

F. Receive God's grace in its fullness II Thes 1:12
The 6^^ help the Holy Spirit does to help us in living a life worthy of God's calling in
this passage is pour out God's grace in all of its fullness. READ v 12. We are to
glorify Jesus in all we do. And we are to put a lot of effort into that - but God actually
does the "heavy lifting". God is the one who turns our less than perfect efforts into
that which genuinely glorifies Jesus. Picture a team of volunteer guys who are not
carpenters building a house. They put a lot of effort into it, but some things just don't
fit - the skilled leader comes along and takes steps so the end results looks incredible.
That is like the grace of God. God is quietly adding incredible valuq^^ to our attempts
to live a life worthy of God's calling. Grace is unmerited favor. It is a blessings God
freely gives us. It is a positive action in our life for no other reason than God wants to
do it.

The more we want to live God honoring lives or represent Jesus at work, school, with
unsaved families or in our communities, the more we see our short-comings. The
more diligent & intentional a mom is in raising her kids, the more short-comings she
will see over time. Isn't this a tremendous encouragement that God is regularly
pouring out His grace to make our efforts be more effective for His honor and glory!
God is regularly pouring out His grace so our imperfect but good intentions and
faithful actions genuinely glorify Jesus! Jesus is not embarrassed to call us his
children even though we mess up at times. Receive that privilege. Receive that grace.
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We are so privileged to be called by God to be Christians - we are called to be in His Kingdom,
under His protection. We are called to be transformed to become holy, glorify Jesus and get to
join God in His most significant victories. While we are to put thought, desire and effort into
living a life worthy of this high calling, the Holy Spirit is constantly helping us be more
successful in many ways. Let some of these we've mentioned today encourage you this next
week as you serve our awesome Lord.
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