
The Bible is Unique
What we believe about the 66 books of the Bible

II Timothy 3:14-4:5

Let's take a quick scan of the news the last couple weeks that deal with the Bible. The Bible is
used for a lot of things today ...

• Last month, **Montgomeiy County Jail employees found crack, heroin, meth and
marijuana cigarettes rolled in pages from a pocket New Testament Bible".

• This month, a 'Psychic' claimed the Bible's secret 'hidden code' predicts Spain will be
DESTROYED by a killer mega-tsunami. This comes from the Bible Code (which is not
true - don't be deceived) - where a computer program rearranges words or letters in the
Bible to give a secret message they claim God put there long ago.

• CNN has a documentary series called "Finding Jesus: Faith, Fact, Forgery". The Israel
host is Robert Cargill, professor at the University of Iowa who grew up in a fundamental
ist church but now says there is no archaeological proof of Jesus' existence and "this
Bible isn't inerrant and infallible. " The Bible is used as a job.

• A claim came out of the Middle East saying a "lost" book of the Bible, the Gospel of
Barnabas, is being kept in Turkey. It claims Judas, the traitor, led the Romans to Jesus,
but Jesus ascended to Heaven before they got there, Judas' appearance then changed to
look like Jesus, so the authorities actually crucified Judas. When Judas body was stolen
from the grave, people incorrectly thought Jesus rose from the dead. Iran's Basij Press
claims this discovery could lead to the downfall of Christianity. They also noted that this
"Bible book" predicts the coming of the prophet Mohammad and verifies Islam.

• An article claimed that there is a diabolical plot going on with Trump's cabinet who are
attending a weekly prayer and Bible Study time. This supposed bible study is really a
concerted effort to replace the US constitution with the Bible and set up a theocracy.

• Finally, in the Tampa area, a man used a Bible study at McGregor Baptist Church to
scam people out of money for himself for a non-existent need.

The Bible has been & continues to be used for a wide variety of uses that bear little relationship
to why God gave us this unique book. Often the Bible is used to promote one's own beliefs or
turn people away from God's truth. Our question for today requested a sermon on the
truthfulness & authority of the Bible. So how does God want us to look at the Bible?

PROPOSITION: The Bible is the unique word of God which is inspired, authoritative,
infallible, inerrant, totally true and our special guide for life.

I. The uniqueness of the Bible is based in God's inspiration & confirmed by Jesus' resurrection
II Timothy 3:15-16

A. Plenary "the Holy Scriptures"; "All Scripture
Luke 24:44; I Tim 5:18 (Deuteronomy 25:4, Luke 10:7); II Peter 3:16; Hebrews 1:1-
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READ V 15-16. Twice here the word "scripture" is used - it comes from a root word
meaning "writings**, but it goes beyond that. If you look up the English word in the
dictionary you'll find a definition like this, "the sacred writings of Christianity
contained in the Bible**. The word "scripture" refers to the Bible but it adds that
sense of sacredness, inspiration, and uniquely being from God.

Notice the two words describing "scripture". In v 15 it is called "Holy Scriptures".
This means this book is different from other books - it is set apart as unique, sacred
and directly associated with God. In v 16, the word "All" precedes "scripture". All
of scripture, or all of the Bible, is God-breathed - not some of it, but all of it. This is
important because the Bible is actually a collection of 66 books, divided into two
testaments (the Old Testament and the New Testament) and it was written by around
40 authors over a period of 1600 years. The fancy word for referring to all of the Bible
as God's word to us is "plenary — plenary inspiration". It is completely God*s word
in every respect. How do we know that?

Jesus clearly treated the whole Old Testament as Holy Scripture from God - Jesus
even specifically referred to each of the three sections of the Hebrew Bible equally in
Luke 24:44 - the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms. Then how do we know the New
Testament is holy, plenary and inspired. That also starts with Jesus Christ. Hebrews
1:1-3 tells us that in Old Testament times, God spoke through the prophets, but God
speaks the clearest to humanity through Jesus Christ. Jesus confirmed His uniqueness
as God come down in human form to speak directly to us through the bodily resurrect
ion from the dead. Jesus promised the coming Holy Spirit would lead the disciples
into all truth. Indeed, that is what the disciples reflected in their teaching and writing.
In your outline, I've listed 2 New Testament verses that refer to both an Old
Testament & New Testament passage as Scripture in the same passage! In I Timothy
5:18 we read, "For Scripture says, "Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the
grain, ** and "The worker deserves his wages, ** The first part about the ox is a quote
from Deut. 25:4 in the Old Testament. The 2"'' part is a quote from Jesus reflected in
Luke 10:7. In 2"'' Peter 3:16, speaking about the apostle Paul's letters it says "which
ignorant and unstable people distort as they do the other Scriptures." Peter clearly
identifies the letters of Paul as scripture just as much as the Old Testament is.

B. Inspired "God breathed"
So, ALL of the Old Testament and New Testament are the special Word of God to us.
They are "scripture", which is the same as saying "they are inspired uniquely by
God**. The word "scripture" and "inspired or sacred Bible" are interchangeable
terms. The Bible makes a claim that most books do not. It claims to be from God. And

unlike the few others that make that claim, the Bible's evidence that it is really from
God is strong including fulfilled prophecy, God's authenticating miracles, a cohesive
message over 1600 years and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This concept, that the
Bible is from God, is often called "inspiration".
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But the Bible itself doesn't use that word. You say "iva/V a minute, my translation of
II Timothy 3:16 says 'all scripture is given by inspiration of God'". This week, I
read a sermon by the famous English preacher, Charles Spurgeon. Back in 1888, he
was lamenting that all Bible translations at that time used the word "inspiration" here
because he said that reflects the later Latin translation, rather than the original Greek.
Spurgeon goes on to point out that the original Greek word is a compound word
literally meaning "God breathed" and that is how we need to think. What's the
difference? "Inspired" has the idea of "breathing into something" - you suddenly
feel inspired to clean your house, call a friend, or paint a picture - you got this sense
in you. The emphasis is on the "act of inspiration" and "the person being inspired". I
get inspired when I work on this sermon teaching, but that doesn't make it scripture,
holy, or God's word. I think it is wrong when pastors say they are "speaking the
word of God." No, I am teaching you about the Word of God.

Unlike our English word "inspire", which emphasizes the "act of inspiration" & "the
person being inspired", the original word here in v 16 puts the emphasis on God and
what God produced^ "All Scripture (remember that is a word that already speaks of
inspiration & sacredness') is God-breathed." God breathed out something - God
produced something. God put in motion a process which produced this scripture
which is His word to us. God and the result of His action is what this word is focused

on. God didn't dictate the Bible, but God moved the Bible writers, using their own
vocabulary and style, to communicate to us using the language, customs, and setting
of their day. The Holy Spirit guided the writers of the Scripture to give us an end
result that is the exact message God desired. So when you see that strange term "God-
breathed" in the New International and ESV translations, you now know what they
are trying to communicate. Pastors have been explaining it for centuries.

C. Authoritative

READ V 14-17. Since the Bible is from God, it is all inspired, it is all holy, it is all
"God-breathed", It makes us wise for salvation, equips us for good wo^^^d guides
us in God's ways. Clearly, the whole Bible is THE word of God. God wants us to see
this Bible as "authoritative" in our life. It is the basis of truth. It is the guide for life.
It is the final word. Back when we used business cards more - my old one said in
bold, larger capital letters "committed to the authority of the Bible as God's
word." This book is God speaking to us clearly. It is as authoritative as if God spoke
directly to us from heaven - in fact, more so, since we can be deceived as to whether

we really heard God or heard Him accurately - but this Bible has been verified time
and time again by people through many millennium, thousands of languages, myriads
of cultures, every inhabited continent and now, from every country.

1. Truthful

Being "God-breathed" scripture in its entirety, our Bible is totally truthful.
People and culture will constantly be changing what they say is true, but we
have truth here that transcends any culture and is universally true.
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2. Infallible/inerrant (without error)
Being **God-breathed** scripture in its entirety, our Bible is without error ~ the
fancy word we use for this TODAY is "inerrant". The term they used more in
history was "infallible" (so if you do any research do it on both words). The
change seems to have happened to avoid confusion with the official
proclamation in the late 1800's that the Pope's words are "infallible". Do
remember that it is the original writings that are inerrant not every translation -
but we are blessed that this book has far more objective evidence of what the
original writings said than any other ancient document, so that is rarely a
question and never in any important Biblical truth.

D. We read & interpret it in a straightforward way-Historical/Grammatical interpretation
Now if we are going to rightly understand the Bible, we must interpret it correctly.
False teachers do not do that. Cult groups do not do that. Christians off by themselves
don't do that. People wanting approval by society don't do that. We believe that you
are to read the Bible in a very straight-forward w^y. We seek to understand the plain
meaning of the words in the historical context they were written in. The technical term
for this is "grammatical, historical interpretation." We aren't looking for hidden
meanings, we are not spiritualizing, we are not reading in things that are not clear.
When it says Jesus feed 5,000 men until they were full from just 5 loaves and 2 fish -
we understand that is claiming Jesus did a miracle because grammatically that is what
it says. Historically, we understand the 'loaves' weren't our modem big, puffed up
loaves, but the pita-like, individual, flat bread of the day. This straight-forward
reading of the Bible has been called ^literal interpretationbut that term has been so
misunderstood and misused by Christians & non-Christians alike, I encourage you to
just say you interpret the Bible in a straight-forward way.

II. What does God want us to do with this Bible? II Timothy 3:14-17
Now let's go back and be challenged by what God wants us to do with the authoritative,
inerrant, totally truthful, plenary inspired, God-breathed Scriptures.

A. Learn from gifted teachers "what you have leamed"
God wants us to learn from people who teach the Bible. Look back at verse 14.
READ. "Continue in what you have learned", then later "those from whom you
learn it". God intends for His word to be taught (in fact it is a priority) & His people
to learn from others. The Holy Spirit gifts some people as "teachers" of the Bible and
He enables all Christians to give witness to the Bible's clear tmths. If a person just
thinks they can understand it all on their own, you can be sure they will inject a lot of
"self and claim it is God's will. Every week I leam from other teachers who have
taught through the ages. Teachers need teachers - none are an end-all.

Now when we say God has said teachers are important in the study of the Scriptures,
we are not saying that teachers are the only ones that can rightly understand how to
interpret and apply the Bible to life. Even the simplest believer, however you want to
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define that word "simplest", is able to understand some of the Bible on their own very
accura^ly. That is why we encourage you to read the Bible your self during the week.

B. Confirm teachers by their life and content "know those who ..
While we are called to learn more about God in the Bible from gifted teachers,
Christians are given the responsibility to confirm whether that teacher is RIGHTLY
teaching the Word of God. Every NT writer warns against false teachers - and "false
teacher" in the New Testament always refer to someone who considers themselves a
Christian! Notice the end of verse 14, "because you know those from whom you
learned." Paul asked Timothy to look at different criteria than American Christians
look at today. What makes a good teacher? In God's eyes it is NOT someone who is
popular, humorous, entertaining, has great graphics or educational degrees. The initial
teachers of the Bible to Timothy were his mother and grandmother since his father
was not a believer and it is referring to his time since infancy.

Throughout the Bible there are two things we want to look for in a God gifted teacher
- the first is their character. Are they authentically living out what they are
proclaiming? Be careful in our day, because while we can do that in the local
churches, we can NOT do that with media. Editing can make anyone seem humble,
faithful and godly when they are actually selfish, arrogant, materialistic or angry jerks.
The second necessarv check is whether their teaching is consistent with the whole of
Scripture & not just their own thoughts no matter how popular they may be.

C. Grow in confidence of "have become convinced of

The 3'^'' thing God wants us to do is GROW in our confidence that the Bible is fully
God's inerrant, totally truthful, authoritative word to us. Let's read verse 14 again.
READ. Notice that phrase "have become convinced of. To be "convinced" of
something, means we have been opened to, seen and then accepted some proofs of the
verbal, plenary inspiration of the Bible that God is constantlv providing. Don't worry
if you have questions - instead honestly be open to God's confirmation. Our high
view of the Bible will increase. The churches I went to as a young child here in New
England had pastors who did not believe in the total truthfulness of the Bible ~ that is
something I learned and then became convinced of in an Evangelical Free Church in
the Chicagoland area as a teen. Today it is popular for TV shows & news articles'to^
claim the Bible is not inerrant or factually true because of differences in the accounts
of the resurrection in the gospels. I have a four page, simple harmony of those
accounts on the lobby table to help you grow in confidence.

D. Keep salvation as foundational "wise for salvation"
The 4**^ thing God wants us to do is keep Jesus's work on the cross & resurrection
central to what the Bible is saying to us. READ v 15. Notice, the "holy Scriptures"
'^make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus'*. This great transaction is
central to all in the Bible: we are forgiven for our sins by Jesus' death on the cross for
us which is received by faith in Jesus rather than working our way to heaven.

Page 5 of?



E. Let it challenge our thought, ̂itudes and actions "useful for teaching, rebuking ..
The 5^*^ thing that God wants/is for us to use the Bible to challenge our thoughts,
feelings, attitudes and actions, so we can live different! READ v 16.
• The Bible is "useful for teaching" - teaching shows us the right way to live a

wise life.

• The Bible is "useful for rebuking" - rebuking strongly challenges us when
we're headed a destructive or foolish way in life.

^  • The Bible is "useful for correcting" - correcting refers to those times when
I  ~ ^we're basically going the right way but some changes will make us more

0^- effective or keep us from heading toward actions that need rebuking.
'  • The Bible is "useful for training in righteousness" — training in righteousness

brings us^ deeper into how to live a God honoring life.

F. Prepares us to live a meaningful life "thoroughly equipped ..."
The 6'^ thing that God wants is that we allow the Bible to prepare us to live a truly
meaningful life. READ v 17. While salvation is by grace alone, in Christ alone
through faith alone, true faith alwavs responds by actions (often called "good works"
in the Bible) — like loving our spouse, sacrificing for others, telling others about Jesus,
regularly being a part of a local church & serving Jesus, helping neighbors,
contributing to the common good through our work, working to provide our needs,
showing integrity, opposing injustice, and encouraging others. The Bible helps the
Christian be equipped to do those things - and do them in a way that is eternally
valuable & meaningful.

III. What future attacks will be used to discredit the Bible? II Timothy 4:1-5
Our question this week also asked what the next attack to disprove the Bible may be. The
short answer is that I think it will be similar to what has happened in the past. As you can see
on your outline, I started to develop a fuller answer based on the beginning of chapter 4, but
knew I was out of time yesterday. So I'll just mention three areas of attack to discredit the
Bible and a quick illustration for each.

A. Ignore it II Timothy 4:1-2, 5
The first effective attack against the Bible is actually a silent one -just try to get
people to ignore it. Convince them the Bible is irrelevant or they can't understand it or
they don't have enough time or insist on translations that are difficult for people to
comprehend today. The result? People don't regularly read or listen to the Bible.
Pretty effective today - using a 2014 study, 88% of American households own a
Bible, we average 4.7 Bibles per household, yet only 20% of Americans read the
Bible regularly.

B. Make it reflect our own thinking, beliefs, and desires II Timothy 4:3
The second effective attack against the Bible is to make the Bible reflect our own
thinking, beliefs and desires. You only want to read or listen to the Bible teaching if it
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makes you feel good and doesn't require any sacrifice or changes in your life. You
don't want the Bible to challenge any things you are currently doing like addictions to
entertainment, greed, explosive anger, self-pity (Fm good at that one), living with
someone of the opposite sex when we aren't married, or having sex outside of
marriage. It is like one woman wrote, "Christians need to stop following the Bible
because it is "corrupt" and "out of touch " with the times. Instead, we should focus
on the teachings of Jesus Christ and learn to love everybody," And, who is going to
say what Jesus taught and what real love is if we don't follow the Bible? She is AND
everyone else who makes this claim wanting God's ways to just reflect what they
already want or are doing.

C. Twist it II Timothy 4:4
The third effective attack against the Bible is to twist the clear meaning found there. It
takes a real twisting of the plain words of the Bible to say gay marriage is fine with
God, there is no hell and basically everyone is going to heaven because of God's
unconditional love. A writer in the Huffington Post said that we shouldn't believe in
inerrancy (or total truthfulness) in the Bible because the Bible never uses that term and
it never claims to be factually accurate in terms of history. Talk about twisting the
Bible - every time Jesus used an actual event in the Old Testament, He does it in a
way that presupposes its accuracy. Luke specifically says he carefully investigated
everything he wrote - how do you say historical accuracj'any clearer. And no biblical
author even remotely implies they are just telling a story/A lot of twisting comes from
an anti-supernatural bias - that is, the people really don't believe God does genuine
miracles now or in history. By the way the Huffington Post has one of the largest
accumulations of articles that twist scripture on the Internet today.

Get people to ignore the Bible, twist the plain truth of the Bible, or try to make the
Bible just reflect a person's current beliefs & practices - those are three effective
challenges to deceive people so they don't see the Bible as it is - the holy, inerrant,
totally truthful, plenary inspired, powerful, transformation effective, Scriptures.

On March 11, 1888 (a 129 years ago), Charles Spurgeon preached a sermon on "THE
INFALLIBILITY OF SCRIPTURE". Let me conclude today by quoting a part of that sermon.

"However this sacred Book may be treated nowadays, it was not treated contemptuously, nor
negligently, nor questioningly by the Lord Jesus Christ, our Master and Lord he
reverenced the written Word. ... Our Lord^s apostles treated the ancient Scriptures as
supreme in authority, and supported their statements with passages from Holy Writ, ,,, No
disciple of Jesus question(ed) the authority of the books of Moses, or of the prophets. ... You
and I belong to a school which will continue to do the same, let others adopt what behaviour
they please. As for us and for our house, this priceless Book shall remain the standard of our
faith and the ground of our hope so long as we live." To that I add a hearty AMEN!
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