
The "REAL" Fab Four

Daniel 1-6

A. The Preparation Time (setting the pace) Daniel 1:8-20
The Situation: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael & Azariah have been taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, king

of Babylon in 605 B.C. They were chosen as the "cream of the crop" to be trained for 3 years in order to enter the
kings service. Their names were changed to Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego respectively. The king
found none equal to the "Fab Four", in fact they were lOx better than all the other advisors to the king.

The Principles:

*They were resolved not to defile themselves. (1:8)
*They received their knowledge and understanding from God. (1:17)

B. The First Challenge Daniel 2
The Situation: Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and asked his wise men not only to give him the interpretation but

to tell him the dream itself. Daniel (as one of the wise men) prays to the Lord for the dream and its interpretation
for this "too difficult" (2:11) task. God reveals this to him and Nebuchadnezzar promoted the "Fab Four" as
administrators over Babylon.

The Princivle:

* When confronted with the "too difficult" the four prayed to God & gave Him the credit. (2:17,18 27,28)
C. The Second Challenge Daniel 3

The Situation: Nebuchadnezzar sets up an image for worship giving an opportunity to jealous astrologers (3:12)
to bring to the kings attention the refusal of Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego to bow down before this image
despite the consequence of the blazing furnace. God miraculously saves them from the flames.

The Principles:

*They knew who they served. (3:12,18)
* God was with them through their resolve. (3:17,25)
*God will prosper us, as He sees fit, in order to use us for His glory. (3:30)

The Third Challenge Daniel 4
The Situation: Nebuchadnezzar dreams again and Daniel interprets the dream as a condemnation of

Nebuchadnezzar if he does not renounce his sins. Nebuchadnezzar, in his pride, does not and goes insane until he
received his sanity back and praised the Most High King of Heaven.

The Principles:

♦Daniel spoke the Truth no matter what the circumstances or consequences (4:19,27)
♦Pride can blind even in the face of blatant Truth. (4:27)

E. The Fourth Challenge Daniel 5
The Situation: King Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar's son, gave a great banquet where he defiled the goblets (in

idolatrous praise) that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem. Suddenly the fingers of a hand
wrote four words on the wall. The king's wise men could not read them so Darnel was once again called upon to
translate and give meaning. He reviewed the pride of Nebuchadne2:zar and condemned Belshazzar with the same
sin of pride (5:22) and told him his kingdom would be given to the Medes & Persians. He died that night.

The Principles:
♦Daniel resisted temptation of personal gain and taking Gods glory (i.e. pride). (5:16,17)
♦Pride can keep us from learning lessons from the past. (5:18-23)

F. The Fifth Challenge Daniel 6
The Situation: Darius was planning to set Daniel up over the whole kingdom because of his overall character.

Other administrators were jealous and sought to trap him in the only way possible.. .creating a situation where
Daniel would be challenged to disobey his God.(6:5) Darnel is true to God and gets thrown into a den of Lions
and experiences the power of God saving him.

The Principles:
♦Daniel was a man of integrity. (6:3,4)
♦Daniel let God fight the fight when we could do nothing but trust Him (6:10,11,20-22)
♦Daniels "resolve" was for a lifetime (6:16,20)

What is the "resolve" of your life?
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