
When God's Actions Don't Fit Our Expectations
Topics You Always Wanted a Sermon On - Part 4

Luke 3:41-52; Proverbs 18:17 (NIV84)

Question: Please explain Luke two - it always seems to me like Jesus is not being a conscientious son when
he goes to the temple while his parents travel home without him. Shouldn't he have told them where he
was going? He sounds rude the way he speaks to his parents when they find him. This account never fits
with my idea of who Jesus is.

PROPOSITION: When Jesus (God) doesn't fit our expectations, it is a wonderful opportunity to see God and
His truth much deeper if we are willing to really wrestle with the question, dig deeper into the Bible text, let go
of our pre-suppositions and pay attention to the context.

I. Asking questions & noticing details to dig deeper Luke 2:41-52
(NT claims Jesus was sinless - John 8:46; Hebrews 4:15, 7:26; I Peter 2:22; I John 3:5; II Cor 5:21)

A. What was Mary's response to Jesus's actions? Luke 2:48, 50, 51

B. Why would Mary & Joseph leave without verifying Jesus was with them? Luke 2:43-44

C. So what was Jesus doing? Luke 2:46-47

D. Is Jesus' answer to His parents rude? Luke 2:49

E. What about the rest of Jesus' childhood? Luke 2:51 -52; 3:23

11. When God's Actions Don't Fit Our Expectations Proverbs 18:17

A. Start by fully expressing your thoughts, questions, expectations, etc.

B. Humbly submit your feelings, thoughts and presuppositions to the Lord

C. Have confidence in the inerrant Word of God (the Bible) and Jesus/God

D. Let your thoughts be challenged by opposing claims in the Bible (in context!)

E. Take time to investigate the wisdom of past believers

F. Watch for God's confirmation in the days, months and years ahead
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