
Christmas Service 2016

Jesus is Our Greatest Gift

Start with TWO very joyflil carols - Bill & Deb Leading at start time
- Come and Praise #168

- Joy to the World #170

WELCOME (no announcements)
Joy to the World - today we celebrate Jesus. I want to welcome all of you here today as
we celebrate TOGETHER the coming of God to this earth in the person of Jesus. Sing
out, smile, and cheer loudly. Christmas is our culture's biggest celebration We prepare
for almost a month. What we celebrate today is the CHRIST of Christmas. SEND
AROUND GUEST LIST (no announcements - this time also gives Deb the chance to get
the video ready)

Video on Jesus' birth

Christmas is the day we celebrate Jesus' birth. The fancy word for the details of
someone's birth is "Nativity*'. That word isn't just about Jesus' birth. Bet, you didn't get
that right on your last test. According to Webster's Dictionary, "Nativity" refers to "the
process or circumstances of being born." So the word "nativity" can refer to the
circumstances of any of our births - like the fact when I was ready to be bom, my dad
wanted to finish the TV show "The Honeymooners" first before bringing my mom to the
hospital. I heard that nativity all my life. But the most famous circumstances of a
person's birth involve Jesus - so let's see a video on Jesus' nativity - the events
happening when He was born!^

Scripture Reading - Luke 2:6-7
If you have your Bible, turn to Luke 2:6-7 - page 1026 in the black books in the chairs
in front of you. Let's read what the Bible says about the circumstances of Jesus' birth.
READ. That is pretty simple isn't it - clearly what is most important is not all the things
we think may have happened -feut what is most ji

Introduce our "Christmas cheer"

So Who is Christmas about? JESUS (repeat twice joyfully - then repeat throughout
the service as a responsive cheer). Christmas is all about Jesus — so what is so special
about Jesus?

Jesus is special — He sacrificed for us
John 1 (especially verses 1-4, 14 & 18)
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h' \o(ff ̂
Let's go back to the beginning - before time! Turn to John chapter 1 - John is the next book
after Luke. .

Pc [mkXtCAiitn
To help me out I asked the "Decadent Delight" bakery in town to make the most fancy,
incredible desert they could - for my price range! Isn't this incredible - it has a little of
everything. I also found a single Fez at my home - a tiny little candy. Now we are just talking
about deserts here -- this isn't your meal. This is not meant to be eaten at one time. And we are
working on the 80/20 balance at holidays that health experts encourage where 80% of what you
eat during the holiday is healthy nutritious and you can indulge in the 20%. But there is a huge
difference between these two choices aren't there? Which one would you rather have?
• How many would rather have this incredible dessert rather than this tiny Fez?
•  If you were given this magnificent desert, how many of you would give it up without

eating any of it for another person? Who might you give it up for?
•  If someone gave this up for you, how would you think of them?

READ V l-4a highlighting the eternal nature of God and His creativeness.

READ V 14. So the Word, the eternal Son of God became a human in the person of Jesus and
lived among us. One of the reasons Jesus did this is so that we could see God's glory - so we
could personally know God. READ v 18.

So what did God have to do to take on a human body? He had to leave the glories of heaven
and make Himself nothing. Jesus had to give up really great things, like this dessert, for this tiny

than any person you will ever know. Now you may not crave desserts, so you can picture a
different sacrifice Jesus did, when He willingly left the glories of heaven to become a human.

• Think of the largest mansion your mind can imagine - Jesus gave that up for a tiny tent
in the winter

• Think of the happiest a family could ever be - Jesus gave up that wonderful fellowship as
part of the Trinity for an occasional text message

• Think of the greatest sense of peace you can imagine - Jesus gave that up for pain,
discomfort and frustration - all out of His love for you and 1.

We rightly often talk about the sacrifice Jesus did on the cross, but at Christmas we celebrate
the sacrifices Jesus did just to come to this earth and be bom as a ba^! Those sacrifices remind
us how incredible Jesus is Sid how greaTHIsTove is foTpeopled

WW'ChHisttti^ aci&biit?f;JESUS (Ssc/ - Let's sing of the wonder ofJesus' sacrifice
at His birth in the next two songs.

THEN SING TWO RESPONSE CAROLS
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Thou didst Leave they throne #169 (v 1, 2, 4, 5)
Away in a Manger #187

Jesus is special — He came to be with us

Matthew 1:22-23

is Christmas abou|SeJ£$U^ - Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 1:22-23.
Why else is Jesus special?

As we saw earlier, the Bible says very little about Jesus' nativity - the events that happened at
His birth. But the Bible says a lot about the miracle of the virgin birth - having angels declare
and explain it to both Joseph and Mary independently as well as predict it hundreds of years
before. Jesus is unique - there are no other humans who are bom of a virgin. A virgin birth
makes sense if Jesus is really God incamate - God come down in human form. But many
people in Jesus' time and many people today don't believe in the virgin birth. It just sounds
outlandish to them.

Let me tell you a story about one of them. This fellow wasn't a terrible person ... (tell the story
of the Man and the birds - Paul Harvey shared it every Christmas Eve hut didn't know who
wrote it when he first shared it. As best as I can tell it was written December 1959 by Louis
Cassels, religion editor of United Press International. His "Religion in America" column was
widely read from 1955-1974.

No illustration about God is complete — this man would need to go on to give his life to rescue
the birds and then be the shelter of the birds Himself. But for us to truly understand God's love
and follow the single way to heaven, Jesus needed to become like us in His birth. Isn't that
incredible! Immanuel - God is with us.

'hristmas about? JESUS (3xJ Let's sing of the wonder of Jesus becoming a
human so He could be with us - showing us the way to go in life. What Child is this? Jesus is so
much more than we could imagine!

SING RESPONSE

- What Child is this? #180 (v 1, 2)
- The First Noel #188 (v 1,2, 6)

Jesus is special - He came to be our Savior, Messiah and Lord rn^
Luke 2:10-12 -

- Turn in your Bibles to Luke 2:10-12.
Why else is Jesus special? We have three presents up here which may help us answer this. We
give presents because Jesus gives us presents and we want to graciously give gifts to others. Do
I have three people who want to help me by opening a present?

Page 3 of 5



First present (Savior) — a fire truck - what do firetrucks do? They rush to a fire to try to
rescue people and rescue their home & possessions by putting out a fire. In a similar way, Jesus
came to rescue us from our have all thought wrong
thoughts and done wrong things. There is an eternal penalty for that. Jesus came and took on a
human body so He could rescue us. Jesus rescues us from sin by dying on the cross taking our
penalty for sin on Himself. Then Jesus rose bodily from the dead to prove He is God incarnate
and able to pay the penalty of our sin. Like our firefighters, Jesus freely offers this rescue to all
who will follow Him in repentance and faith. We can start with as simple a prayer as "Jesus,
please forgive me. I know I have done wrong. I do believe you are God come down in
human form and died on the cross for me. I want to follow you with all my heart." There
are no magic words, God sees the attitude of our heart and if we truly repent and believe.

Second present (Messiah) — a crown - this looks vaguely like something Pastor Mark knows
about. Looks like a crown. Who wears a crown? One who establishes^ Kingdom. This reminds
us that Jesus is the coming Messiah. The Messiah or Christ is the One the Old Testament
promised would come and restore God's reign and rule over the world. The Messiah will restore
all things^lnggKiimig^. Two thousand years ago, Jesus came as a baby to make it possible
for men and women to leave the Kingdom of satan and come into the Kingdom of God as His
adopted children. Jesus, as Messiah, is now restoring God's rule in the life of every true
^believer - young and_old. We look forward to the day in the future when Jesus will return a
second time to restore outward peace and justice in the whole world.

Third present (Lord) - a dog. A dog? I don't think this means Jesus comes as OUR puppy dog
- do you? Just the opposite - Jesus comes as our Lord and Master. We are the puppy dog. Jesus
wants us to live in the freedom of obedience. He alone knows what the Juture brings - we gain
so much by following His leadership. Jesus made the world - we gain so much by following
His design. Jesus is the only one who lived a perfect life - we gain so much by following His
ways.

Let's read the words of the angels to the shepherds in Luke 2:10-12. Good news that brings
great joy - a baby is bom who will be SAVIOR - MESSIAH & LORD! Let's sing that in our
next two carols about the angels and their message.

RESPOND WITH

- Hark the Herald Angels #181 (v 1-3)
- Angels We Have Heard on High #179

■ho is Christmas about? JESUS (3xL Clearly Jesus is special — special enough
that our culture's biggest holiday is named after one of those gifts Jesus is to us - Messiah,
which in the Greek is "Christ". Jesus is the "Christ" of Christmas! So how should we
respond to this!
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Definitely in joy and celebration ahnnt? tf^t rs; (9^ i
think we've done a good job of thaUod^^ve^ti^ we are thankfui for the things
Jesus has brought into our lives, we honor Jesus and rightly appreciate the gift!
We also rightly respond with surrender. As our Savior, Messiah and Lord, we want to
regularly commit to obeying all God tells us in the Bible and not just what is popular in
the culture around us or what is easy or what is the most fun for us. How powerful it is to
wake every day and say, "Lord I want to do what You want rather than what I w^".
Finally, we rightly respond to Jesus by sharing this good news with others. What
good news? That Jesus is God incarnate who came to earth so we could understand God
more clearly. That Jesus offers usfescue from our sinrbv dying on the cross in our place
and rising again to prove it. That Jesus opens heaven for us. That our faith is not some
blind leap in the dark but based on the physical, bodily resurrection of Jesus from the
dead. That Jesus is coming again to restore all things around us and bring real truth and
justice. Come quickly Lord Jesus!

about? JESUS-igt's sing our final two carols about opening ourCHEER Who is

hearts to our Lord and proclaiming His name from the mountain tops!

The sing to conclude
- Lift Up Your Heads #174 (1, 3, 5)
- Go Tell It On the Mountains #176

Bow - "Lord thank you for this time of celebration today. Receive the fullness of our praise.
We do want to accept your gift to be our Savior, our Messiah and Our Lord. Now I pray for
your glorious blessing to be on all this week. In the powerful name of Jesus. Amen.
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The Man and the Birds

adapted by Pastor Neal from Paul Harvey's original
broadcast

This fellow wasn't a Scrooge or militant atheist. He was a
kind and decent man. He was generous to his family and
honest in his dealings with others. But he just couldn't
believe all that incarnation stuff that churches proclaim at
Christmas Time. It just didn't make sense to Him. How
could God come to earth as a man - and why would He
have to. He didn't see either how or God could

come down as Jesus.

As he told his wife - "I'm don't want to upset you honey,
but I'm not going to church with you or the kids this
Christmas Eve." He said he'd feel like a hypocrite.
Actually, he would just rather stay home. But to soothe
his own thoughts of abandoning his family, he said he
would stay up for them - they were going to the midnight
service.

Before the family drove away, snow had already begun
to fall. After they were gone long enough to get to the
church, it was coming down very heavy. He stood at the
window watching it - memorized in the quietness. There
was something so special about it. Relaxed he headed to
his chair in front of the warm fire and picked up the
newspaper. About 15 minutes later, he was startled by a
thudding sound...Then another, and then another. Sort of
a thump or a thud.. .At first he thought someone must be
throwing snowballs against his living room window. But
when he went to the front door to investigate he didn't
find anyone there. What he did notice was a flock of



birds huddled miserably in the snow. They definitely
weren't chickadees or other birds he was use to in the

winter. By now the wind had picked up, the temperature
had drop and it was blizzard conditions. These birds were
probably headed south later than usual and had been
caught in this sudden storm. They were not prepared for
this cold and desperately searching for shelter. So they
had repeatedly tried to fly though his front bay window.

Well, he coul^^t let the^poor creatures lie there and
freeze, so he^m^^^d^he bam where his kids stabled
their pony. That would provide a warm shelter - all he
had to do is direct the birds there.

So he quickly put on his boat, hat, gloves and boots, then
tramped through the deepening snow to the bam. He
opened the doors wide and turned on a light, but the birds
did not come in. They were attracted to the light in the
house, but they wouldn't come to this light that would
help them. So he came up with a new plan - maybe food
would entice them in. So he hurried back to the house,
got some bread and broke off pieces and sprinkled them
on the snow. He made a clear yummy trail to the open
doors of the stable. But to his dismay, the birds ignored
the bread cmmbs, and continued to flap around helplessly
in the snow and occasionally trying to fly through the
glass window. Frustrated he tried catching them - they
may have looked like they were helplessly stmggling in
the snow, but as soon as he came near - they took off and
went about 15 ft away. That gave him the idea to shoo
them towards the bam - he walked behind them with his

arms flapping, hoping to direct them to the lighted bam.



Instead, they scattered in every direction, except into the
warm, lighted bam.

By now he was exhausted. He had worked at this for
more than an hour and had not helped a single bird. He
realized that they were afraid of him. To them, he was a
big, powerful, strange terrifying creature. He thought, "If
only I could think of some way to let them know that
they can trust me...That I am not trying to hurt them,
but to help them." But how? Because any move he
made just frighten them or confuse them. They just
would not follow. They would not go the way that could
rescue them. They would not be led nor could he even
se^them to what they so desperately needed.
"If only I could be a bird," he thought to himself, "and
mingle with them and speak their language. Then I
could tell them not to be afraid. Then I could show
them the way to [jAfL^nrrmi^Q-the safe warm barn.
But I would have to be one of them so they could see,
and hear and understand."

Just then the church bells began to ring. He could hear
them and stopped to listen. It was the tune to "O Come
All Ye Faithful" calling people everywhere to come and
see the King of Kings and Lord of Lords as a baby - God
come down in human form.

And he fell down to his knees in the snow, because now
he understand why God needed to come as a human and
how much He must love us to do so.


