
God Has Given Us All We Need to Finish Well

II Peter 1:3

You are doing such a great job with these verses so let's say II Peter 1:1-2 together again.
RECITE. I hope you were encouraged this week as you reviewed these verses because there
are some great reminders in here:

• "Peter" reminding us that God is developing something special in us that we can't do
ourselves;

•  "a servant and apostle" the countercultural Christian value that frees us where service is
before prestige or popularity;

•  "our God and Savior Jesus Christ", a clear statement of the deity of Jesus;
• God has given us a gift of faith from His righteousness;
•  "Grace and peace", powerful things we want for our family and friends - God's favor

and inner well-being;
•  coming through the knowledge of - knowledge here is not just information but also

includes what we know through relationship

Now we are on to v 3. It is easier to memorize a verse if we understand its significance.

You may have read recently that a United States congressman who has been a leader in pro-life
legislation on the national level repeatedly asked his mistress to have an abortion when he
thought she was pregnant. He even told her he didn't believe his own pro-life press releases but
they were done by his staff. Adultery, abortion and hypocrisy. He says he will step down
from his prestigious position later this month. He did NOTfinish well I didn't personally
know him, nor had I followed any previous news about him, but I do know that any good he
tried to do for others and any positive things he had done will now be forgotten or besmirched.
His character is tarnished and his legacy negative. All because he did notfinish well - he did
not complete the life he desired to live or at least said he desired to live.

I want everyone here to finish life well. And God wants that even more. What do we need to
finish life well? We tend to focus on what we don't have when answering that question.

PROPOSITION: God has given us all we need to finish this life well!

L Do YOU feel you need something MORE in life?

A. Friendships, marriage or having kids Relationships
I'd be a better Christian if others around me acted different - if I could be married or

have a spouse that loves me. In other words, if I had more or better relationships then
I'd be a better Christian.

B. More money or certain possessions Stuff
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Others say, I'd be a better Christian if I didn't have to struggle with money and bills
so much. Can I get a few "amens" there? In other words, if I just had more money or
stuff, then I would be a happier and less stressed Christian.

C. A better job, time for hobbies, things to do What we do
Others look at their life and think, my life would go so much better if I could find a
more meaningful job, had time to do the hobbies I love or had more things to do in
life. In other words, a change in what we do would make us live life better.

D. New insight, knowledge or findings New discoveries
Still others are seeking some new insight, some hidden knowledge or finding what
will make their health, attitude or future better. People have always believed if they
could just find some secret knowledge or otherwise unknown practices to control the
future then their lives would be so much better.

In all of these we are focusing on what we do NOT have or can NOT do, thinking if
those things would just change, then so would I. God wants us to have a different
perspective. He wants us to start with what we ̂  have. And that all comes from Him!
God has given us all we need to finish this life well!

II. God has given us EVERYTHING we need ... II Peter 1:3a

A. Everything
READ V 3. The number one thing I want you to remember in this verse is that God
has given us everything we need - how much? EVERYTHING. That is so amazing
and so reassuring. God has given us everything we need for a godly life.
• But what about faith - other people seem to have more faith than I have. God

has given us everything we need. You are not missing anything from God.
• But what about my spiritual upbringing. I didn't grow up in a Christian home or

go to church. I feel like everyone else has so much more knowledge about the
Bible. God has given us everything we need. As long as you are willing to
leam now, your current lack of Bible knowledge is not going to stop you from
growing spiritually in the future.

• But what about my family upbringing. My Dad never showed love or was just
stem or abused me. How can I trust "God the Father"? God has given us
everything we need. Absolutely you will need to releam some things, but you
have what is needed to overcome in the power of Jesus.

• But what about my past. I have done some truly awful things and hurt many
people. How can I ever amount to anything? God has given us everything we
need. He is going to help you redeem your past!

I don't care if you are an introvert or extravert - a white collar or blue collar worker ~
an intellectual or emotional person. I don't care if you grew up in a Christian home or
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a secular one, if you^ rebellious or a pleaser, if you like rap or country music. God
has given m everything we need, READ 3a. Isn't that incredible? Don't believe the
lies that ""you can't" or "you need something different". God has given us everything
we need.

Picture when you were first formed in your mother's womb. You were just a small
clump of cells, YET you had all the instructions to develop into a physically mature
human. And those instructions are in every cell of your body. No new instructions
would have to be discovered or added later. You probably don't know how your body
encourages one set of cells to become a heart and another set to become a kidney - but
from your conception you were given all the instructions you need to physically
become a grown human. Your actions, and your parent's actions, can help or hinder
that process by what is done or not done - but all the instructions we've had since the
beginning and they are constantly at work whether we are helping or hindering the
process. That is similar to what God is saying here. God has given us everything we
need for a godly life - everything we need to finish well.

B. ... intentionally by His power
A major difference between the instructions in our DNA and what God is doing so we
can grow spiritually is that God is actively giving us everything we need through His
power while DNA is more static and set. READ v 3a. Jesus^s divine power is what is
giving us everything we need to live a godly life. Divine power^s another way to say
God's power. Divine power points to something that is activelv-tK)ina on now! This is
not something we can do ourselves nor is its static & set like our DNA. We have a
role in our spiritual growth as we will see in future verses which is like the effect
exercise, good nutrition, and adequate sleep have on our physically bodies growing
up. But our efforts are secondary to the marvelous design in us that builds, grows and
natures muscles, eyes, brains, lungs and toe-nails. As Christians, Jesus isA^F!Y
aotfy#4n=our lives all we need for a godly life. V. ^ i
• Because these resources come from the God's active power, we don't have to

worry about changing situations or surprises. Changes around us cannot stop
God's provision for any of us.

• Because these resources come from God's active power - there is nothing that
can stop it. God's power is greater than anything - greater than any enemy, any
demonic force, any sickness or any government.

• Because these resources come from God's active power — it doesn't come from
our natural abilities. Because of our sinful nature and human failings, we don't
have the resources to live a perfect godly life as He requires. That's not a
problem when God is the one providing what we need to live a godly life. What
God calls us to do, He enables us to do.

C. ... for life and godliness (a hendiadys) ex. Romans 1:5
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READ V 3. If you read most other translations it says "life and godliness" but the
NIV says "godly life". Rightly understood, these are the same thing. That is because
"life and godliness" is a hendiadys (hen die a dis) — that is that strange word you see
in your outline under 2 C. Hendiadys (hen die a dis) is a grammatical form where two
different words separated by an "and" actually refer to the same thing. So Romans 1:5
says, "we received grace and apostleship" - that is not referring to two different
things - "grace" on one hand and "apostleship" on the other. As a hendiadys (hen die
a dis) it is just referring to one thing - the gracious gift of apostleship. In fact, in a
hendiadys (hen die a dis), you can understand it best by taking one of the words &
making it modify the other.

I think they chose to do that modifying for us because of misunderstandings that come
from wrongly separating these words in the past. Most Americans no longer even
know the word hendiadys (hen die a dis) or the thought behind it. This is not talking
about 2 separate things: eternal life vs godly living now or physical life and spiritual
life. It is profoundly stating that God's power^oktg^im'gh^mjw-in-um^ivus,
especially through the work of the Holy Spirit, us all we need to grow as
Christians - life and godliness, or a godly life, is living a life that pleases God and one
that will finish well. This is a major theme of the rest of the book! Just as a normal
baby is bom with all the "instructions" he or she needs to mature physically, so
genuine Christians have all we need right now to live as God wants us to. By the way,
that growth will take time, iust as it takes time to go from little baby to young adult. In
other words, a godly lifestyle is quite possible for every believer,

Because of our sins and failures as Christians, it is easy to think that we are missing
something in our spiritual growth process - that would be like looking at the lack of
coordination many experience in their Jr High growth spurt and assuming something
is defective in them. It is going to work out and your body will mature.

D. ... by means of our knowing God
In light of God's divine power giving us all we need, the question then becomes
"How does one experience (or me) what God is giving us so that we genuinely live a
life which is glorifying to Jesus?" READ v 3. We unleash or activate this
empowerment for godly living through growing in our knowledge of the Lord. Last
week we saw the word for knowledge here and in v 2 is not just information but also
relational. It refers to what we are learning about Jesus Christ through the Bible AND
through a genuine relationship with Him. In other words, if we are growing in our
personal relationship with God, each year we will understand more about who He is,
what His plans are and what is truth. In the process of growing in our understanding,
God's power actively assists us in growing spiritually.

Over 40 years ago, a theologian named J. 1. Packer wrote the classic book titled
Knowing God. He sets about doing exactly what Peter is saying here in v 2 & 3. Don't
shy away from doctrine, tmth or theology for when it is done in the context of a
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genuine relationship with the One and Only God of this Universe, we discover the
wonder, the glory and the joy of knowing God. Just consider these 3 Bible verses
which are NOT listed in your outline (later addition):

(IT
y  1. John 17:3: ̂ ^Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true Gody

and Jesus Christ, whom you have sentJ^ This knowledge of God is key in
eternal life.

2. Jeremiah 9:23 "This is what the Lord says: "Let not the wise boast of their
wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches,
but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding
to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and
righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the Lord, " This
knowledge of God can bring more joy, wisdom, contentment and delight than
anything else.

3. Hosea 6:6 "I desire ... the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings."

Is knowing God a priority in your life? It certainly is a priority in v 2-3 since it is
instrumental in experiencing grace (God's unmerited favor), peace (inner well being)
and having all we need to live a godly life. This is not what we know ABOUT God,
but are we in a growing relationship with Him? Are we being conformed more &
more into the likeness of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit? Or have I turned my
own way and strayed from this relationship? If so, the way back starts with
repenting and starting to give more of our life to the gracious rule of Jesus.

"Jesus, through his own power, has given us everything we need to live as Christians
really should. This is possible because we have come to know God relationally. "

III. God called us (election) II Peter 1:3b
(1 Peter 1:1-2,15; 2:9, 21; 3:9; 5:10)
One last thought we want to just briefly touch on now as we will talk more about it in v 10.
God calls each of us - this is sometimes called "election". READ v 3. Our knowledge of
Jesus did n^ start with our own personal investigation although we may have investigated
for years before we came to faith. God called us first. The words "called" and "chosen" are
important words in Peter's first letter and I put some of those references under point 3 of
your outline.

God's calling is His initiative. It awakens us individually to start seeking spiritually so that
we might find Him. So God not only gives us everything we need for a godly life once we
come to faith in Jesus, but is^lgji the one who initiated our relationship with Him. This
initiation started way before ̂  were bom as God provided a way after Adam & Eve's sin^
for sinful, stubborn & rebellious humans to repent and be reconciled to the Holy God. The
eternal Son of God took the initiative in coming down and taking on a human body. Jesus
then taught and lived God's truth, willingly died on the cross to pay the penalty of our sins,
and rose from the dead to prove His words are true. God's initiative goes beyond making the
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plan of reconciliation, but He then goes on to individually call us. Jesus calls us to salvation
and to live for God.

The final phrase "who called us by His own glory and goodness" reminds us of one of the
ways that God attracts people to Jesus in the first place. Jesus' glory refers to the greatness
of who He is - His splendor, magnificence, grandeur and majesty. Jesus' goodness refers to
His moral excellence or virtuous life - His perfect human life. As people who have & will
fail, we are drawn by both the glory and goodness of Jesus Christ. These are things that
belong to God, so when we see them in Jesus we are witnessing His deity.

A. by His glory
B. by His goodness
C. by His righteousness II Peter 1:1

READ y 3. Back to the beginning: the most important truth we want to remember is that God
has given us everything we need for a godly life and key to that is growing in our knowledge or
relationship with Jesus. So how does that work out in life?

So let's say that congressman I mentioned in the beginning claims to be a Christian and even
went regularly to church. Clearly, he is not living a godly life with his cheating on his wife,
disobeying God and being so blatantly hypocritical. He has walked away from Jesus to do what
he wants, when he wants. Now let's say he is broken by what happened. He will repent, beg for
God's forgiveness and humbly ask for God's grace. However, things won't suddenly all t

T ̂^ecome good - most likely the consequences will get much worse in the days to come. As those
days turn to months he may start to feel things are unfair - "haven VI said I was sorry?" Hq
may even get a bit mad at God for not making things better - or at least passive aggressive. ^
NOW if at that time the congressman will repent deeper, letting go of the sinful pride that is still

^\j ther^ he will find a deeper knowledge and closeness to Jesus - not by what he does, but by
'Tesi^' grace and goodness. Out of that knowledge and growing relationship which is on the

basis of grace instead of performance, he will find greater power over sin. While he won't ever
want to go through that pain again, he will testify how much good God brought out of it. His
coming to know God better will lead Him to experience more of from God's
power so he will then be able to live a more Christ honoring life.'X similar thing can happen
when we go through problems, grief, relational difficulties or sickness that overwhelms us.

It doesn't matter whether we choose to learn the hard way like the congressman or by regularly
submittingnnore of our life to Jesus & practicing the spiritual disciplines, Through His power,
God us all we need to lead a godly life. Sometimes that has to break us - other
times ̂ 0 brings to life a faith and hope where we see none - but it is always there and always
sufficient. So as you start to memorize v 3 this week, allow yourself to be encouraged that
Jesus' divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life. Keep overcoming, in the
power of Jesus,
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