
What we are to do to live a godly life!
II Peter 1:5 /

Many years ago someone wrote, 'the Christian life must not be an initial spasm followed by
a chronic inertia'. In other words, the Christian life is not just a moment of enthusiasm when
the wonder of Jesus Christ is realized and then we just go back to living life as we always did.

What is the difference between the person who enthusiastically says Jesus is their Savior in a
meeting, conference, camp, or VBS program yet is not living for Jesus years later compared to
the one who is? What is different between the person who breaks down in tears, confessing
their sins and asking for God's forgiveness but then goes back to rationalizing their sin
compared to the one who is transformed through the same experience? What is the difference
between the child who grows up really participating in church, but then leaves the faith as a
young adult and the one who gets stronger in their faith as a young adult?

For the next couple weeks we are going to see a part of that answer. But it is even more
important for each of us here to understand what is really important for us to^dp to live a
meaningful life that cooperates with what Jesus is doing. There are a lot of'gbod things in life
we can fill our lives with which actually crowd out the more important things.

/  7>o[j
Let's watch this short video • ■ • (

I don't know about you but I really resonate with those kids - we actually had a man in our
neighborhood who use to give out full sized Hersey's candy bars - that is like 5 or 6 times the
size of those little bites normally given out. I always made sure the girls went there because if I
could become a kid again, that is where I would want to go! I never was as clever as those kids
in the video who gave up going to other houses and thought they were tricking the man by just
changing costumes and coming back again & again. Or were they tricking him? In the end we
find out he was the one actually tricking others - for the temporary enjoyment of more candy
comes the long term possibility of more cavities and trips to that dentist! Sometimes it is easy to
fill our lives with many good things that crowd out the more important things.

PROPOSITION: Some key ways we cooperate with God's awesome work & resources in our
life.

I. God's provision (because of what God has done for us) "For this very reason"
READ V 5. "For this very reason". What reason? We have to look back to v 3-4 to get the
answer. The reason we should do what is said in II Peter 1 ;5-7 is because of what God has

done and is doing for us. There are at least 5 major provisions God has given us mentioned
in V 3-4 which we have memorized.

A. Given us everything we need for a godly life II Peter 1:3a
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First - God has given us everything we need to live a godly life. Look back at v 3.
READ V 3a. If we are falling short in any area, and we all will, it is not because God
isn't helping us enough. There is some thinking we need to change, some actions we
need to take, some expectations we need to change, some discipline we need to start,
some sins we need to repent of or some priorities we need to change, BECAUSE God
has given us all we need to live a godly life. I hope you take that as the encouragement
it is - Billy Graham didn't get more & you weren't left out because you are a nobody.

B. Initiated a personal relationship with us II Peter 1:3b
Second - That started happening after Jesus initiated a personal relationship with us.
READ V 3b. "Our knowledge" is more than intellectual knowledge, but also
includes relational knowledge. While we may have struggled to take that initial step of
repenting and making Jesus our Savior and Lord - Jesus actually took the initiative
before that to call us by His own glory and goodness.

C. God's very great & precious promises II Peter 1:4a
Third - Through Jesus' own glory and goodness. He has also given us His verv great
and precious promises. READ v 4a. These are invaluable - not only to encourage us
when we are discouraged, strengthen us when we are weak and give us hope when it
is slipping away but even more amazingly they open up the door so we can experience
something even more amazing.

, p. Share in some aspect of God's nature II Peter 1:4b
We get to share is some aspect of God's nature in a deeper way than any human effort
can do on its own. READ v 4b. This is not saying we become gods or get absorbed
into God or participate in all aspects of God, but through God faithfully carrying out
His promises which we hold to despite the problems around us, we will experience
some aspect of God's nature (love, peace, joy, etc) in a way that is greater than we
could get by any human action or relationship.

E. Broken slavery of worldly corruption II Peter 1:4c
The final phrase in v 4 reminds us comes BEFORE participating in the divine
nature. READ v 4. As II Peter 2:20 states clearly, at our conversion God breaks our
slavery to worldly corruption. We don't become sinless or totally godly in practice,
but we are no longer in forced bondage.

This is what God has done and is doing in the life of every Christian - not just the
religious superstars, pastors, missionaries, or mature Christians. These are available to
us all even though we are all at different places in our spiritual growth. Now we see
that there are actions, efforts and perspective we need to do to cooperate with the work
of Jesus. And the order is important.

If we are going to grow in faith, godliness and overcome the challenges around us, we
want to first focus on these God given and sufficient resources at our disposal. You
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have to admit it's a pretty impressive list that comes 100% from God. We want to
focus on what we have rather than complain about what we don't think we have. It
reminds me of a TV show I have just started watching — MacGyver. Every time that
MacGyver's group gets into a problem, he is busy looking around at what he does
have around him so he can improvise to overcome what the team doesn't have. It is
amazing what one can do with old radios, paper clips and wires or ordinary house
cleaning supplies. Now the difference between a Christian and MacGyver is that
MacGyver works with ordinary things that are not meant for the task, while we
Christians have God's resources which are made directly for the task! Also in
MacGyver, the main power is in his brilliant mind. But in our Christian life, the main
power and powerful resources are all God's! That means agy faithful Christian can be
successful - not just those with super memories and high IQ's.

I had us read the whole section today because I want us to quickly be reminded of our
end goal and process.
• V 8 reminds us that the key in life is not how much of the 8 virtues mentioned in

V 5-7 we have, but that they are increasing year by year in our own life. That
means every one of us can be successful no matter how little we know or how
far from these we are right now. Don't compare yourself to others and get
discouraged — instead challenge yourself to be gaining in one of these areas and
feel the pleasure of God with progress.

• V 9 reminds us that we are wasting our lives if we don't make growing in these
8 virtues ajriori^ in our lives - nearsighted and blind as'well as totally
ungrateful & forgetful of what Jesus has done for us.

• V 10 reminds us of the importance of growing in these areas to have assurance
in our life ("confirmyour calling") and not shipwreck our lives ("never
stumble").

• V 11 reminds us of the rich welcome in heaven we will have when we put our
energies in these area to grow in a godly character.

So what efforts are we to make?

II. Our effort "make every effort..."

READ V 5-7. We are to put our human effort into these 8 aspects of a godly life. People who
are dissatisfied with Biblical Christianity and want to go back to their old ways often haven't
put their own major effort into these areas. Other things that looked good to them have
crowded any effort in these more important areas out. No wonder their faith in Jesus seems
ineffective. Since God has given power for godliness, strive to become godly! We labor for
goodness because God has already labored for us and is now working in us. Don't reverse
the order. It is not "I'll work hard in these areas so that God might work in me" but "I am
putting my effort into these areas because God is already working in my life and
providing what I need to improve in these most important areas." There is a huge
difference between the married person who doubts their spouse's love and is trying to earn it
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and the married person who knows their spouse's love and wants to live worthy of it. Our
effort is not seeking God's acceptance but responding to God's grace & love.

A. "effort"

READ V 5a. "Make every effort" means just what it seems to mean - these are
things we need to put time, energy and focus into. "Effort" refers to pur human effort.
We'll need to prioritize some time, save some energy, and sacrifice some other things
to do these. This call to godliness is not mere moralism or legalism. It is grounded in
what God has and is doing in our lives. God's grace does not cancel our effort ~ it
actually calls us to more strenuous effort in living a God-honoring life. Spiritual
growth does not come without effort - we need to give our due diligence.

B. "every"
Not only are we to put forth effort but it says to "make every effort". A godly
character does not come from being passive or ̂ Hetgo and let God," "Let go and let
God" has to do with expectations and worries about the future! "Every" reminds us
to put the a lot of effort into growing these virtues in our lives. Growing in these
moral areas is of utmost importance and deserves utmost effort.

C. "to add"

READ V 5. The word "to add" is a very rich one and it means to contribute
extravagantly to our own moral growth. It comes from the word that referred to a
chorus' sponsor in the ancient world. This person paid for the training, equipment and
practices the choir did to prepare for the play. It became kind ofa status to try to be
the most generous in providing your chorus all they needed to be great compared to
what other chorus sponsors did. So the word came to mean generous and costly co
operation. We are to add our own generous (to us) and costly co-operation (to us) to
the wonderful things God is doing so we can grow to be more like Jesus in our
character, thoughts and perspectives.

D. Not "either/or" but "both/and"

Throughout history, Christians have argued about grace verses works - what God has
& is doing and what we have or are doing. I hope you can see here in verses 3-5 that it
is not an either/or situation but a both/and situation. Faith does not exempt us from
works; but calls us to work. Spiritual growth is not automatic - it takes effort on our
part. But neither can spiritual growth come by our efforts alone. God gives us all we
need and then we are to put all our effort into it. Life is at its noblest & best when our
effort co-operates with God's grace to produce a truly godly life.

III. Christian efforts that help us grow II Peter 1:5
READ V 5-8. To illustrate the way in which our Christian faith impacts our lives God gives
us a list of virtues that should be growing in our life if we are growing as Christians. Notice
that each of those 8 items has a value in itself, but it is also connected in some way with the
other values. This is clearly seen in that each of the words, except the first and last one, are
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repeated - they are hooked together "add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge and to knowledge, self-control". The words are stated twice so we'll clearly
see each has an identity of its own and each one is connected to others. So let's dig into the
first three virtues we are to put a lot of effort into in our life, but which God has already
given us all we need to grow in these areas!

A. Everything starts with faith in Jesus "faith"; II Pet 1:1
Everything starts with faith. READ v 5. All the godly virtues in the Christian life find
their source in faith - that is, in trusting God for everything. Interestingly they all end
in love which is the last item in v 7.

Because everything in the Christian life starts with faith that is why we talk so much
about coming to the place in life where we repent of our sins, believe Jesus died on the
cross for our sins and bodily rose from the dead to prove it and then we surrender to
make Jesus our Savior and Lord. This initial commitment to faith in Jesus Christ is the

start of Biblical faith. It is when God forgives us of our past wrongs, reconciles us to
the holiness of God, gives us a new nature puts His Spirit in us, adopts us as His
child, and opens up heaven to us. While we may have taken weeks, months or years of
struggle to initially let go of self and humbly commit to the Lordship of Jesus, it is
clear that God~3roes far more than we can thin^or imagine. In fact in v 1, we learned
that even this faith is a gift of God. Plus God gives us as precious a faith as He did the
early apostles!

To an unchurched new person coming into our church all of this can seem so
mysterious. What does it mean to "Have faith in Jesus"? And how does a secularlv
minded person even begin to believe in God. Faith starts as that growing conviction
that what Jesus says in the Bible is true and that we can cqmmU ourselves to His
promises & His way of living life. Our faith will then grow all our lives as we see God
confirm His promises and we see God do what only God can do.

B. Add moral excellence "goodness"; II Pet 1:3
On this foundation of faith, we are told to put a lot of effort into goodness. READ v 5.
This is the same word '^goodness" we memorized back in v 3 - Jesus "called us by
His own glory and goodness." It means moral excellence. This calls us to put effort
into no longer lying or deceiving but telling the truth - it's to put energy into carrying
out our promises & being people who do what we say we will do - it's where we stop
rationalizing about cheating on our taxes, stealing from our employer or taking
advantage of our jfriends. It means doing the right thing in God's sight regardless of
the outcome, God has given us what we need to do this, but we need to put actual
human effort into the process. And when people don't.or slack off, they are not going
to see God do what only God can do.

C. Add knowledge different from II Pet 1:2,3
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Believers are not only to pursue moral excellence or goodness but also "knowledge".
READ V 5. While our English translations use the same word "knowledge" here and
in V 2 & 3, the Greek words are actually different. Here in v 5, it is gnosis while in v 2
& 3 it is epigndsis. As my Greek grammar tells me comparing epignosis with
gnosis, the epi must be regarded as an intensive use of a preposition that gives the
compound word a greater strength than the simple word alone possesses." In simple
terms, gnosis here in v 5 refers knowledge we understand in our mind and heart, while
epignosis in v 2 & 3 amps that way up so it is more thorough, personal and relational
knowledge.

Our educational culture often thinks that if a person knows the right thing to do that
they will do it. History & the Bible say that knowledge does not always lead to doing
the right thing. That's why God gives us this in the order it is. We add knowledge to
our efforts to do good. We do the good things based on our faith.

So let's visualize how these work together. When a person first becomes a Christian
and turns their life over to Jesus, God puts a motivation in them to start living
different. If they take one step towards stopping just one area of sin and they take one
positive step in just one area to live a more godly life, they find their character starts to
grow in a positive way. Then, as they learn more about Jesus and His ways in the
Bible (grow in knowledge), it helps strengthen them in living a godly life that they
have already started putting effort into.

Now, if they don't put any effort into leaving some aspect of sin and doing something
positive morally, then any initial encouragement from God will wear off. In time, they
will fade away as their faith seems to fade away. Or it could be that they started their
Christian life excited and growing in Jesus, but then get tempted into an area of clear
sin - the most common one I see today involves living together outside of marriage or
seriously considering marrying a non-Christian. When they start putting their efforts
into ungodliness, they think it won't matter spiritually. But in time it is actually a
killer spiritually because not only does a deadness come to their faith, but their desire
to live a godly life is replaced with rationalizations, excuses, and.unbibUcal behavior.

These same positive or negative interactions happen as we grow in faith the rest of our
life. We go through some hard times holding on to the promises of God. Then we see
God do what only God can do. Our faith in Jesus grows and we have a renewed desire
to obey Him. As we put actual effort into stepping away from some temptation and
practicing some positive virtue, we find ourselves growing spiritually & having our
faith strengthen. The knowledge of the Bible starts coming more alive to us and Bible
truth we have heard many times takes on deeper meaning which also reinforces our
faith and dedication to godly actions.

On the negative side, we can get into a rut and start slacking off in terms of acting on
our faith or putting any effort into overcoming temptation. We start to look for the
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least effort we can put in spiritually or how close we can go towards sin & temptation
without God being upset. The "knowledge" we seek is rationalizations & excuses so
we can do what we want, how we want and when we want. This saps our desire to put
effort into living a godly, Christ-pleasing life and faith loses its dynamic character that
calls us to risks and obedience. Our spiritual life starts to shrivel up.

So let's leam v 5 this week, but make sure to always quote it with v 3-4 so our efforts
don't become just humanistic morality or legalism. Everything starts with what God
does, but then we are called to use our efforts to do God's plan.

Because God has done all this for us, you must try as hard as you can to add the
following things to yourfaith in Jesus: first ofall you must add goodness; then to your
goodness add knowledge about God. ()

(^7
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