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God's Promises are Powerful

'2y^ II Peter 1:4

God's promises are powerful!

Many decades ago, Ephesians 3:20-21 became one of my favorite verses - so much so that
someone in the church at that time made a calligraphy of verse 20, matted it, mounted it in a
frame and gave it to me as a present. This is what Ephesians 3:20-21 says,

'Wow to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen" (Ephesians 3:20-21, NIV)

On one hand I believed this promise that God is able to do immeasurably more than I could ask
or imagine, yet on the other hand I know I imagine a lot - no doubt God can do way more
than I ask, but could He do more than I could imagine? For example, in college I imagined
setting up a ministry where Christians age 18-22 would take a year off to serve in local
churches in other parts of the country - a host family would provide the room and food, while
the hosting church would provide a small monthly stipend to take care of incidentals and
spending money. The Christian 18-22 yr old would serve 40 hours a week helping the local
church in outreach, compassion, visiting, encouraging, physical tasks and other ministries. In
the process he or she would help the local church immensely, see outreach increased, find their
own passion in ministry, grow in their faith, and get tons of wisdom & lifelong friends of
different ages from another part of the country. Because the actual money needed was low,
every church and every Christian 18-22 year old could benefit greatly. I wanted at least a half
million a year unleashed every year. That is the size dream 1 can imagine.

As you can tell God never opened the doors for that ministry. But 1 can tell you clearly that God
has opened my eyes to what He is doing that is far superior t^an^hing 1 could imagine - and 1
wasn't the center of any of them like in my imagination. H^^^r God graciously allowed us to
help out in some small way. In the 1980's we prayed even more fervently for communism's
atheistic hold on the former Soviet Union to be released so the gospel and Bibles could more
freely be shared there - that change happened in only a couple of months. Bibles & tracts could
freely be distributed for the first time and Christians could freely witness about Jesus. We then
had the chance to partner with a tiny church of a dozen people in Belarus & help them with their
witness. Over million Bibles were given out in that area over the next 15 years which we
provided the car for and we had our miraculous "clothing of the 40,000" through donated socks,
clothes and new boots & shoes.

In the 1970's we didn't know if any churches or Christians survived the Great Cultural
Revolution by Mao Tse Tung - only one or two institutions of any religion was publically
allowed for the whole country and for Christians that was in the capital only. Yet by the 1990's,
the gospel of Jesus Christ was being proclaimed widely among the poor and several million
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conversions were happening every year. With the Tiananmen Square crack-down the good news
about Jesus then started flowing clearly through college students and the intelligencia of China.
We secretly helped either 7 or 9 underground seminaries training Chinese pastors and Christian
leaders. So secret did we have to keep it that I couldn't tell you and I was only knew general
aspects of it, nothing about names or locations.

Until the 1990's it seemed that as many missionaries to the Muslims died as Muslims were
converted. Evangelism was super slow and the pressures against making Jesus their Lord and
Savior included the fact they would probably be killed for it. Yet now lO's of thousands of
Muslims are coming to faith in Jesus every year despite ostracization from the family and death
threats. God has opened up the opportunity for us to involved through Pastor Joseph over in the
Middle East. We are getting ready to send over more than $6,000 for the ministry to the Syrian
and Iraqi refugees - all of that money came in without us even asking or taking an offering!
How many times does that happen?

God has done more than I could think or imagine and even allowed us, as a church, to be a
small but sacrificial part of that. 1 stand far more convinced of this promise of God in Ephesians
3:20 than words can describe - yet they have rarely been how 1 dreamed them to happen! God's
promises have called me to greater sacrifice, more generosity, and led to more fulfillment
inside, love for others different than me & peace.

Do you understand God's promises in the Bible this way? That is what v 4 is all about!
If we want to grow in godliness, have our sinfiil-self weakened and grow in our relationship
with the Lord, then we need to open our eyes to the promises of God and see them happen
around us in a bigger way than we usually do. God's promises are more powerful than we can
imagine!

PROPOSITION: God's promises are more powerful than we can imagine when not corrupted
by sinful desires.

1. What are promises?
So what is so valuable about the promises of God? READ v 4. The original word for
promise here is only used in this verse at the beginning of this letter and 2 Peter 3:13 near
the end of this letter. This word implies "an emphatic public announcement". God's
promises are clearly stated and publicly available.

A. The declaration that one will do (or refrain from doing) something.
Clearly God's promises are powerful. READ v 4. So what is a promise? A promise is
a declaration that one will do something or refrain from doing something. "/promise
I will get the kids to soccer." Or "/promise I won V be late this time." God's
promises are His declarations that He will do or refrain from doing something.

B. Something we can expect will happen as stated
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Because a promise is a declaration of what someone will do or refrain from doing, it is
something we can expect will happen as stated. If fact, you can tell by your reaction
those times when you treat someone's statement as a promise but they only considered
it a wishful desire. For example, if someone says "77/ meet you at 1 pm at the
restaurant'^ and you expect that they will actually plan ahead & make every effort to
get to that restaurant by 1 pm - then you are treating their statement as a promise.
However, if the person doesn't write it down so they don't forget, doesn't set limits to
the activities before it so they don't get distracted and doesn't leave earlier so they can
overcome unexpected problems on the way, then the person is actually treating their
own statement as just a wishful desire - as long as it is convenient, everything else
works out well, there aren't any distractions and no problems come up, then I will be
at the restaurant at 1 pm. That is not helpful to anyone because you can not depend on
it. God's promises are something we can expect will happen and we can base our life
and future on. That's powerful!

C. Dependent on character, ability and carry through of the promiser
Which leads us to the third point about any promise - a promise is only as solid as the
promiser - specifically the promiser's character, ability and self-control. Things like
emotions, pleading, romantic gestures, deep felt feelings, and oaths are all pretty
worthless in promises, because those can all change with time. Promises deal with
actual actions. We've all had someone say to us "7promise I will never do that
againj" which they have broken by the next day. Manipulators are really good at
making promises that they never intend on keeping all so they can get what they want
now. God's promises depend on His character, His ability and His carry through -
those things are unparalleled in our Universe. So let's go back and look at v 4 in more
detail - God's promises are precious and they are powerful!

II. God's promises are precious II Peter 1:3b-4a

A. From His own glory "glory"
B. From His own goodness "goodness"
READ V 4a - "Through these" refers to "His own glory and goodness" at the end
of V 3. Last week we saw that glory refers to the greatness of Jesus - His splendor,
magnificence, grandeur and majesty. And goodness refers to Jesus' moral excellence
- His virtues. So God's promises come out of the power of Jesus' glory and the
benefit of His goodness. Which not only means Jesus can and will keep His promises
but they will also be good, in fact great for His spiritual children - which is what all
true believers in Jesus are.

C. They are very great "very great"
READ V 4a. These promises are great because they come from a great God and they
lead to a great life. The word here is not just GREAT (Tony the Tiger sound) but
"very great" - or "exceedingly great" in NKJV or "magnificent" in the NASB.
This is a superlative - the highest degree of something - mega-promises\.
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D. They are very precious "precious"
READ V 4a. Finally these promises are also called "precious". We would call
something precious '^valuable^" or "invaluable** or "priceless**. In fact, even the word
"has given" points to this preciousness of God's promises. It is not the usual word for
"give" but carries with it the idea of the worth or value of the gift. It is the same verb
used in verse 3.

True knowledge of God (v 3) is always accompanied by a strong belief in God's
promises (v 4). Yet in our day, some people want to claim a relationship with God
while at the same time abandoning the words of the Bible. That is just imagining God
in our own image! Those who finish well in faith do so by holding on strongly to
God's promises. God's promises are precious - priceless even! Why?

When we think of why God's very great and precious promise^^hich are from His
own glory and goodnes^re so special, we often think about the encouragement
they give us when we're discouraged, or the hope they give us when we are losing
hope or the confidence they give us when we are afraid. But none of those reasons are
mentioned here. Let's read the whole verse again.

III. God's promises are powerful II Peter 1:4b

A. Participate in the divine nature
READ V 4. God has given us His promises so that through them we "may participate
in the divine nature". Now that is both fascinating and intriguing. We don't have to
know exactly what "participate in the divine nature** means to realize this is way
bigger and far more significant than just getting encouragement when discouraged,
hope when it is fading or confidence when we are afraid.

So what does it mean to "participate in the divine nature." Divine nature is just
another way of saying the nature of God. To participate is to share in (ifyou have
ever heard the Greek word "Koinonia " where we get our word 'fellowship ~ this
wordfor "participate " shares the same root word with Koinonia). So it is saying that
believing, recognizing, experiencing and holding on to the promises of God allow us
to share in some way in the very nature of God. NOW, that could lead to some very
strange interpretations - in fact it has - but rightly done it should lead to something far
more profound than we normally think about.

A little history may help us. This phrase was a popular one at this time. In the Greek
culture, from Plato on, "divine nature" either referred to something innate, a kind of
divine spark within the human being that simply needed to be recognized (what the
New Age movement was pushing 25 years ago) OR it meant attaining some godly
characteristic by human effort (what religious humanism pushes today). Neither is
what is meant here. At this same time, Jewish writers like Philo, Josephus & the writer
of 4 Maccabees used this phrase to speak about having some characteristic of God

Page 4 of 7



(like wisdom, knowledge of the future or immortality). That is much closer to what this
is talking about. In other words, it is not referring to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
or us being "in Christ", but rather we experience, or share in, some characteristic of
God which is more like heaven than like our current world. There is no sense of

absorption into God like the pantheists teach, nor is it becoming a god like the
Mormons teach, nor is it "deification" or theosis that some branches of the Eastern

Orthodox Church teach. These are characteristics of God — like peace, grace,
forgiveness, or selfless love which are experienced to a level that is NOT
attainable by human effort alone. Peter is not saying that human beings will actually
become divine or that they will share in everv aspect of the divine nature. Believers
will share in the divine nature in that they will share in some aspect of the moral
excellence that belongs to God. It is sharing in God's own nature. It is to share in
God's heart. This is something God does through His promises. God's promises are
indeed powerful!

Picture for a moment a very evil & painful thing done to a Christian's child. That
Christian will be filled with all kinds of emotions and feelings from wanting that evil
doer to pay for the hurt they have caused the child to being broken for the pain their
child is experiencing. These are justice and compassion oriented responses. But now
let's say the trial is going on and the Christian looks over at that evil doer and
something changes inside. They begin to want that evil doer to repent and come to
Christ - not so they get closure or foolishly thinking the evil doer shouldn't go
through their rightful penalty. But their heart changes because they see the evil doer as
a sinner doomed to hell. The hate and the bitterness drains away and a genuine
wanting to help their enemy rises inside. That Christian just shared in the divine
nature. They shared in the heart of God. And most likely, you will find that it is some
promise of God, that the Holy Spirit used to do the impossible.

Or picture yourself going through a painful, frustrating time. All kinds of human
emotions arise - then as the days & months go on, no simple solution arises.
Discouragement, hopelessness and fear begin to consume you. Now picture you
reading a Bible promise on God's care for you. A calmness starts to grow in your
heart and an assurance of Jesus' care for your future arises. Nothing has changed
outwardly, but through God's promise you participated, that is shared in the divine
nature - you experienced a characteristic of God that you could not produce in
yourself. How cool is that? One of the ways that happens is through the promises of
God given to us in the Bible.

B. Escape corruption in the world
Now we come to our final phrase in the verse. READ v 4. This translation captures it
well - the Greek form of escape (an aorist participle) clearly indicates that escaping
from corruption comes before participating in the divine nature. Escape here does not
mean "run away from" or "flee" but the main focus is on being freed or delivered
from something. In this case, it is being freed or delivered from the corruption that is
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in the world. We aren V running away from the culture around us and only interacting
within a Christian ghetto, but we have been freed from the false thinking, false values
and false rationalizations around us. We are freed from the slavery of needing to
conform to worldly, selfish or ungodly pressure.

The root of corruption lies in desires for what is evil. In other words, Peter did not see
the material world itself as evil; rather what corrupts is the selfish desires that
dominate human beings. Thus, there is no call to asceticism or going off in solitudism
here. Those who have come to know Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord have had

their desires transformed. ^ —

In the Greek mind, physical things are the problem - so to be freed, we must be freed
from physical things like our bodies, our possessions and this planet, then our lower,
or more earthly desires, will just disappear and we will only have good feelings,
thoughts & intentions. In other words, they thought you wouldn't lust for something if
it is no longer around you. But God makes it clear that corruption is not caused by
physical things, but by the 'evil desires' behind them. The problem often isn't the
desire but having no boundaries on that desire. The desire for sex actually strengthens
marriages and produces kids - that's good. But it is the lack of boundaries on it -
wanting sex whenever, with whomever or however we want - that takes that desire
and turns it to wrong, harmful and selfish things. The desire for food and drink drives
us to plant gardens, hunt for meat and work diligently at jobs so we can have what we
need to eat and drink. But the lack of boundaries on these desires leads to gluttony,
drunkenness, waste and selfishness.

Look over at II Peter 2:20. READ. This "escape" starts at our conversion - that
point in our life when we repent of our sin, believe Jesus died on the cross to pay the
penalty of our sins and rose bodily from the dead to prove it. By surrendering control
of our life to Jesus, God converts us giving us a new nature and the Holy Spirit inside
us. This is solely a work of God. The hold of our sinful nature and the world's ways
around us ̂ e br^^ - although both will battle to try to regain control in our life.
While startSJ at our conversion - it is not completed until heaven.

Back to V 4, READ. Notice it doesn't say what the relationship between God's
promises and escaping the corruption in the world caused by evil desires is. Just that
this being freed from bondage to the different lusts comes BEFORE the wonder of
fully experiencing God do what only God can do through His great and precious
promises. That is because our sinful desires can corrupt even God's very great and
precious promises. " ^

So some Christians wrongly take God's promise "by His wounds we are healed" and
claim that means God will always physically heal Christians now or those Christians
didn't have enough faith. Behind this is the wrong desire that we deserve heaven on
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earth now as God's children. But God said the perfection & complete healing of
heaven is going to happen in heaven.

Some Christians wrongly take Job 36:11 "If they obey and serve God, they will
spend the rest of their days in prosperity" and say ̂ 'Lord I am looking to spend my
earthly days in prosperity and my years now in pleasures because you promised it to
me," Again, the focus on having all our physical desires for ourselves filled now
corrupts God's promises and make them just about us first and foremost and not about
Jesus and His work to bring the gospel to all in the world.

So as we tackle verse 4 this week, reviewing v 1, 2 & 3 while we do it - let's be
encouraged by 4 things God has given us so we can finish life well.

1. His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life
2. He initiated a personal relationship with us
3. He has given us very great and precious promises so we may share in some

aspect of His nature
4. At conversion, God broke the enslaving grip of sin in our lives and now the

Holy Spirit continually calls us to deny ourselves, take up the cross daily and
follow Jesus so we don't go back into slavery to evil desires.

That is what God has done - next week we will begin to see what we can do to
cooperate with the miraculous that God is doing in each of our lives! Keep
overcoming, in the power of Jesus!
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