
How Jesus Deals With Opposition ^
Final message in the "Jesus is Amazing" mini-series

Mark 3:20-35

Jesus is amazing! Since late November, we've been looking into how amazing Jesus is by
studying the beginning of the gospel of Mark. Last week, we saw how amazing Jesus is just
concerning the incarnation (which is the fancy word for why we celebrate Christmas). Out of
love, God the Son sacrificed incredibly to come down to earth and take on a human form in the
person of Jesus. Who is Christmas about? (Jesus - 3x).
•  John 1 reminds us that Jesus is actually the eternal Word, fiilly God who took on a human

body to show us God's way more clearly. To illustrate the incredible level of sacrifice
that took, we contrasted the most glorious dessert you can imagine with a tiny pez candy.

• Matthew 1 reminds us of the incredible miracle of the virgin birth. And we told the story
of a man's inability to help a suffering flock of birds because he couldn't communicate
with them effectively since he wasn't a bird.

• And in Luke 2, we focused on three gifts the angels said would bring great joy. When the
first gift was opened, we found a fire truck representing Jesus coming to rescue us and be
our Savior. The second gift was a crown, representing Jesus coming to expand the rule
and reign of God as Messiah or Christ. And the third gift was a dog which represented
US! - Dogs long for a master. Jesus is Lord and we are most free when we learn to obey
His perfect commands and direction in life.

Jesus is more amazing than we could ever think or imagine. He is doing far more than we can
see in our own lives, the lives of our families, in our communities, and in the entire world. But
all this good that Jesus does also triggers opposition. And that is what we want to look at today.
• Why is opposition so frustrating if we are confident in the direction we are going?
• How do we deal with outward opposition?
• And do we deal with inner opposition, like that from family any differently?

We aren't trying to get all the agsv^s which would take a major teaching series, but as we start
this new year we want some encouragement because if we are doing anything valuable,
especially for Jesus, we willface opposition at some point. In the end of Mark 3, we see how
Jesus faced opposition as it thi*eatened to stop all of the good that He had come to earth for.

PROPOSITION: Jesus faced opposition to His participation in the expansion of God's work in
this world in different ways dependent on the source and potential future

1. The frustrations of opposition
Opposition leads to frustration when it begins to hinder progress towards a goal or hinders
relationships.

A. Things have been going well (Jesus' year of popularity) Mark 1:27-28; 2:1-2
In Jesus's case, things have been going really well, ministry wise. After His baptism
and temptation, the gospel of Mark picks up closer to Jesus' second year of ministry
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which we call His year of popularity! Mark specifically tells us he picks up after John
the Baptist was put in jail. People are amazed at Jesus' teaching, His control over
demonic spirits, His ability to physically heal people, the hope that He is bringing and
new spiritual life. Such large numbers are coming that Jesus has little time to eat or
relax - in fact when he is teaching by the lake, He needs a boat so the crowds don't
inundate Him. —

B. Accomplishing many things Mark 3:8-12
And as we saw in Mark 3:8-12, Jesus is accomplishing many things He set out to do -
primarily preaching the gospel, showing people clearly who God is & what He
expects. Jesus's message is penetrating many areas as people from Judea, Jerusalem,
Idumea, the Transjordan, Tyre and Sidon have come to hear Him.

C. Opposition starts as an irritant Mark 2:23-3:5
In the midst of all these good things, opposition has started. First it came as
questioning which wasn't seeking an answer, but trying to challenge and belittle. Most
of this opposition came from the religious leaders of the day as we saw in Mark 2:23-
3:5. This opposition is more of an irritant, as they weren't trying to arrest Jesus, keep
Him from teaching, threatening His followers or spreading rumors to undermine him.

D. Opposition grows to threatening to stop all progress Mark 3:6; 3:21
But now the opposition has grown to actually hindering Jesus from accomplishing the
things He came to accomplish. In Mark 3:6, we saw that both the Herodians. who
would be more politically-oriented and the Pharisees who were strict religious leaders,
are now working together to find a way to stop Jesus by killing him. That's not Jesus's
only opposition. In one of our verses for today, Mark 3:21 (outline wrongly says
4:21), you will see that Jesus' family also wants to stop him - by declaring Him
'crazy' and physically removing Him from His ministry. READ v 21.

This was the situation Jesus faced and we will face to a lesser degree in our lives as
we join God in His work. Opposition from multiple places is trying to keep Jesus from
carrying out important goals ,..
• goals that God the Father has sent Him to do

• goals that He had already sacrificed greatly to work on
• goals that came out of His heart of love for us and for God the Father

goals that would give us a chance at things we couldn't experience otherwise
that Jesusxanftlef tl®i

II. Dealing with outward opposition

A. Influential voices will eonfront and undermine Mark 3:22

Let's pick up in Mark 3:22, READ. While Jesus has faced opposition from "teachers
of the law" before this, notice that these have come down from Jerusalem - that is
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they have come from headquarters. These are more influential religious leaders. They
can't deny Jesus' miracles, especially casting out demons which they probably are
personally very ineffective at. So they try to undermine these evidences of God by
claiming that Jesus Himself is possessed by demons - it is just that the demon
possessing Jesus is more powerful than the other demons. That demon is "the prince
of demons." Beelzebul is another name for the devil or satan. These leaders are
saying that Jesus hasn't come from God, but from satan! Jesus' power is not from the
Lord but from the devil.

B. Doesn't withdraw but engages personally Mark 3:23a
So how does Jesus respond to this outward opposition? READ v 23a. Notice that
Jesus does NOT withdraw. He personally engages with them. He calls them over and
begins to speak in parables to them.

C. Challenges weaknesses in their argument Mark 3:23b-26
READ V 23b-26. Notice here that Jesus is challenging the weakness of their
argument. Their argument may sound good to some, but it doesn't make sense. If
satan is casting out his fellow fallen angels, then he has already lost. Notice Jesus
doesn't exalt Himself — He doesn't personally attack them — Jesus finds one, clear
weakness in their argument and then pushes it. As Proverbs 18:17 says, "The first to
present his case seems right, til another comes forward and questions him."
When opposition arises against our faith or a truth in the Bible, it will feel unsettling
at first. We may wonder, "Is the Bible wrong?" "Is God unfair?" "Is this really
unloving?" While the natural reaction by many is to want to go hide, I believe God
encourages us to look for a single challenge to their argument. There will always be a
weakness in unbiblical claims because satan is constantly trying to make good look
bad and bad look good. With the internet, we have quicker access to the ways that the
Holy Spirit is leading some of the brightest and most perceptive Christian minds to
challenge those arguments.

D. Shows value of God's way Mark 3:27
When we aren't trying to win the argument, expecting the hard-hearted to instantly
change or have everyone agree with us, then the Holy Spirit can open us up to see
positive arguments for our biblical beliefs from their arguments against us. READ v
27. They had claimed Jesus could cast out demons because He had the power of a
stronger demon in Him. Jesus turned that around as a complement! "You are actually
saying I am stronger than the demonic who has control of that person's life."
Thank you! Does Jesus expect these religious leaders to suddenly change their beliefs?
NO! While Jesus is giving them a chance to see the error of their ways. His real goal
is to blunt the false accusations and slander they are trying to spread. His real goal is
to help those in the crowd who may be seeking. Don't try to convince the hard
hearted, instead challenge their arguments to give seekers a better chance to believe.

E. Puts their opposition in a bigger perspective (it's not "neutral") Mark 3:28-29
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Finally, Jesus puts their opposition in a bigger perspective. READ 3:28-29. Jesus is
challenging these religious leaders personally here. If they keep going the way they
are going, they will be totally separated from God even though they think they are in
the center of God's will. Opposing God's work - no matter how fine sounding the
reasons - is never neutral. On the lighter side, you have probably heard Christians
say, "I'm just being the devil's advocate here", when they want to ask a tough
question. I know people don't mean anything bad from it, but it is not neutral, so I
think it is time to get that phrase out of the Christian church — the devil doesn't need
an advocate and you definitely don't want to be his. It is OK to ask tough questions
and you can just say something like "There are some tough questions I've been
wondering about".

F. What is blasphemy of the Holy Spirit Mark 3:28-30; Matt 12:22-32
(Acts 7:51, John 3:36)

So what is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit? Blasphemy is "acting or speaking
sacrilegiously about God." It includes such things as cursing God, being irreverent,
degrading things relating to God, attributing evil to God or denying good He has done.
All blasphemy is bad. Here, Jesus speaks of a very specific blasphemy - "blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit." And in v 30, we are specifically told what the Pharisees
were doing that is considered blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. READ v 30.
Because Jesus rendered many of His "God^^J^ers ineffective to take on a human
form, all ofJesus' miraculous works were done by the power of the Holy Spirit. So
when they claim Jesus is possessed by the demonic, they are actually claiming that the
Holy Spirit's works are the works of the devil. Since the Holy Spirit is the one who
draws us to search for God and convicts us of sin, what is behind this is not ignorance
but willful refusal to listen to God's inner prompting.

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is where we continually resist the conviction of
the Holy Spirit and then attribute God's way to evil, satan or any other negative thing.
It is not a specific action but a perpetual hardening of the heart against the true God.
As Stephen said to the Pharisees in Acts 7:51, "You stiff-necked people! Your
hearts and ears are still uncircumcised! You are just like your ancestors: You
always resist the Holy Spirit!" The religious person isn't actually converted and
their persistent attitude of unbelief can harden them, so they will never turn in_tnje
repentance and humbleness to Jesus. Now, Jesus doesn't proclaim that these religious
leaders have reached the point of no-retum yet, but He is warning them they are
headed that direction. cfty^cL ^

Tender hearted believers, especially those who struggle with a particular sin,
sometimes ask, "What ifI have committed the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit Does
that mean I can never be forgiven?" That misinterprets what Jesus is saying here.
Jesus doesn't give us a standard by which we can judge others, or ourselves. Only
God makes the final judgement. This is a stem warning out of love. "If you keep
hardening your heart against God's ways and works, you won't go to heaven,
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you won't be forgiven, you won't have a personal relationship with the true God,
no matter how religiously zealous you claim to be." In practical terms, if you are
concerned may have blasphemed the Holy Spirit in the past, then you simply are
NOT at this point. However, as you see people who have been in the church now turn
militant against God's truths in the Bible, you can have no confidence they will go to
heaven because they raised their hand in VBS. The unpardonable sin is the state of
continued unbelief

III. Dealing with opposition by those closest to us

A. "Those with him" refers to family here Mark 3:2la, 31
Now we come back to a very different source of opposition in doing the work of God
- those closest to us. We were introduced to them back in the beginning of v 21.
READ V 21a. Now in v 31 they have arrived. READ"^31. While most translations
mention "family" in v 21, the KJV translated it "friends". That missed both the
nature of this colloquialism and the context. The original words literally are "those
with Him" - but because this is an idiom, it is not referring to the crowd, the disciples
or anyone physically next to Jesus. Instead, this idiom refers to those with a close
relationship like family, relatives or closest friends. Mark's common use of
sandwiching stories - starting with one situation, interrupting that to share another
situation which has a common element, then coming back to the first situation -
Mark's common use of sandwiching stories assures us that v 21 is speaking about
Jesus' earthly family. Jesus' mother Mary was a person of great faith, definitely more
than me. But Mary also had times of doubt and misunderstanding God's ways, just as
all pastors and all true Christians will have at times. None of us is perfect in this
lifetime.

B. Jesus' family didn't value or understand His ministry Mark 3:20-21
There came a time when Jesus' family didn't value or understand His ministry. Look
back at v 21. REA^Jesus'^^mily is actively trying to stop Jesus from the spiritual
work He is doing.
• They have c^me^^'to take charge of Him" - that is a very strong word for

"arrest". They had come down to Capernaum, probably from Nazareth, to
forcibly take Jesus back home. They are doing an intervention.

• They thought Jesus had lost his mind, "for they said, 'He is out of his mind'".
Mary and Jesus' brothers genuinely thought Jesus was delusional and mentally
unstable - probably manic and about to crash if they didn't stop Him.

How did those closest to Jesus get to this point? First, because they were family and
loved Him. They didn't feel they could just ignore it like they could a stranger.
Second, they thought his religious fervor was going to ruin his health. The endless
demands were crazy - Jesus wasn't even getting the chance to eat! Eating didn't just
refer to the consumption of food, but also the chance to rest and take a break. Third,
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his religious zeal was simply too radical to them. It was okay to be devout, but they
felt the extremes to which Jesus went were not those of a balanced man. This just
didn't fit their idea of how a person should live life.
• Why did He have to leave His home in Nazareth where he had carpenter jobs

that provided financially and instead go to Capernaum where He had no regular
income?

• Why was He setting himself up against the religious powers of that day?
• Why was He gathering such a motley crew around Him instead of seeking out

more prominent people if He wanted to lead a movement?
They didn't understand why Jesus was doing what He was doing and they were
genuinely afraid that his crazy life would kill Him.

This passage is an especially important one for those who want to serve Jesus, but
theirfamily opposes that in some way. Because the Bible says Jesus lived a perfect
life, we know that He is not dishonoring His earthly parents here by refusing to stop
His ministry. Your parents, your brothers and sisters may not want you to read the
Bible, go to a Bible-believing Church, become a missionary, tell others about
salvation, give generously to God's work, serve the poor, or help refugees. They may
oppose or try to stop the very actions God has called you to. In God^s sight, it is NOT
dishonoring to yourfamily to keep obeying and serving Jesus,

C. Jesus does not stop ministry to engage but puts it in perspective Mark 3:33-35
What Jesus does might surprise you. READ v ̂ 35. Jesus didn't go outside to meet
His mom and brothers when they called for Hiii?/Jesus didn't stop His teaching when

j^^they came and asked for a private meeting. In fact, unlike the religious leaders who
"v \e/ were trying to undermine Jesus, Jesus does NOT engage His family when they are\ ^ trying to stop Him from doing minis^. They seem to have this idea that because they

"fami'lv tVlPA/ pan tpll Tpciio ixTiof /^r\ n/"»t ic o nn»tt_are family they can tell Jesus ̂ ®t to do ... or not do. There is not a '^specialpriv
ilege" family members can claim over God's call in the lives of dedicated believers.

Now I am not saying dedicated Christians shouldn't.take breaks to go be with their
unbelieving family when they aren't supportive of ̂^?Especially the gospel of John
makes it clear Jesus went home to His family a number of times, even though His
brothers didn't believe in what He was doing and made fun of Him. But Jesus literally
doesn't go out and meet them when they came to stop Him - He kept doing what God
called Him to do.

Jesus then explains to the crowd that there is a new family God is creating which is
comprised of equally passionatej^elievers who want to do the will of God. True
disciples are wit]TJesus"and~3o the will of God. They are Jesus' true family. False
disciples try to stop or remake Jesus' truth & mission. Jesus did not allow opposition
to stop Him from doing what God the Father called Him to do.
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