“hallowed be Your Name”
Week 2 – Moving from Needs-based Prayer to Praised-based Prayer

BEFC Fall 2009’s “Reviving Our Prayers by Someone who is Not that Great at Prayer” series

I.  The prayer study group pledge

“I will not give in to ‘prayer guilt’ but I will let the Word, Spirit and teaching, positively challenge me to a more vibrant, meaningful Christian prayer life.  

II. Sharing results from last week’s assignment
TURN TO LUKE 11

Last week we looked at Luke 11:1-13. We saw Jesus was good at prayer, prayer is learned and most importantly PRAYER IS BASED ON RELATIONSHIP. The key word is “Father”. When you pray say “Father”. No Jewish person started their prayers “Father”. We are coming to the almighty God of the Universe in a very unique and intimate way. We are praying as a young child to the Father. A young child believes the Father is very powerful. A young child trusts that the Father will not do anything to harm them. And a young child is not afraid to ask virtually anything – particularly the seemingly impossible to the parent. KEY IS OUR RESPONSE. If God’s answer is different than we expect and we truly accept that as wise and good, then we are probably praying properly. If we get upset or discouraged or back away from our faith, then our real picture of God is as a bellhop or genie. 
A question came in at the end – “Does prayer change things or … “ (Have question re-asked). BOTH

- Prayer genuinely is meant to change us – that is the relationship part; purpose is our maturity & growth


- Prayer genuinely changes things – v 9-13 the Father genuinely answered and gave something that would not ordinarily be gotten. 

EXAMPLE: Someone might say: I prayed fervently for my parents’ salvation and they died without giving me any assurance. The key is how we respond. Do I respond in terms of belief, witnessing, boldness in prayer, closeness to God, etc. Or do I change what the Bible clearly states, think God didn’t hear me and get upset and withdraw spiritually. Child-like or a childish response. I BELIEVE GOD ACTUALLY MOVED ALL HEAVEN AND EARTH FROM THAT REQUEST. When we pray for someone’s salvation God will never force another to become a Christian – it is against His will and He will never do anything against His will no matter how much we whine, beg or cry. But God will answer our heart’s desire which is to give our otherwise spiritually stubborn parents another chance to surrender. God will spiritually awaken them so they can search. HS will supernaturally convict them and soften them up. Jesus will encourage them to come. God will move outward circumstances to change and come together so it gives them the best chance to surrender. God will move a Christian to come and witness to them in a way they can understand. And God will hinder satan as He does this process. There is a huge amount that God is doing – we have no idea the depth of what we are asking – just like a child doesn’t know the full extent of what they are asking. Yet God will do all this even though those parents have already denied Jesus’ invitation a dozen times. ALL because we prayed. BE AMAZED AT PRAYER ALWAYS. Not as one trying to get the secret to get the goods from God – but as a child is amazed at the greatness of his or her DAD    

REPORT BACK: What one action did you try in your prayers this week to remind you that prayer is relationally- based and how ‘successful’ was that for you personally?  Let’s listen to each other for more ideas and let’s cheer on all those who TRIED THIS with a loud “Yes” as we pull our fist down. No “yes” if they didn’t try for 5 times. 
III. Scriptural challenge: Matthew 6:9 – “Hallowed be Your Name”  
TURN TO Matt 6. Normally we come to pray with needs as our major purpose – everything else is getting God ready for our requests – give them a better chance of being heard. That is a “needs-based” prayer. There is nothing wrong with praying for needs. But if that is our primary approach, relationship won’t grow through prayer. What if our prayer time’s major goal was praise and that praise was based on scripture – the very Word of God. Then the needs would be secondary and tied directly  
“The only enduring motive for prayer is that God is worthy of being sought.”
READ v 9. The next part of Jesus prayer is praise

* We recognize God’s greatness being in heaven beyond us – stronger, better, beyond, magnificent


* To “hallow” just means to “revere” God’s name.  “To glorify” or to “praise” God’s name, which means who He is and then what He does. His person and His works. His attributes, names, character and actions that represent those things. So Jesus’ prayer is praise based. How might this look in actual practice. 
IV. Group practice: 
- List a need you think is important to pray for (personal, church-wise or for our world)

- Someone pick out a Psalm. Read first 12-15 verses. Psalm chosen ______________ 
-  List three things you could give praise/thanks to God for based on this Psalm

1) 


2) 


3) 

- How might you pray the need you listed differently, in light of the praises you listed from this Psalm  

V. Assignment/practice for the week
THREE times this week, pick a Psalm (different Psalm each time – feel free to skip precatory or discouraging Psalms). Read it, then start your prayer time by giving praise to God based on the things said in that Psalm for at least 5 minutes. Don’t try to “butter God up”; only say that which you really believe. Then simply follow that time up with a short praying for some of your requests IN LIGHT OF THE PRAISE YOU ALREADY SHARED.  
Next Sunday: Applying praise-based prayer to group (corporate) prayer – do a Pray-zing
