Praying Together Like They Do Overseas
Week 6 – Praying together 
BEFC Fall 2009’s “Reviving Our Prayers by Someone who is Not that Great at Prayer” series

I.  The prayer study group pledge

“I will not give in to ‘prayer guilt’ but I will let the Word, Spirit and teaching, positively challenge me to a more vibrant, meaningful Christian prayer life.” 

II. Review


“Our Father” – the basis of prayer is relationship – we have a great privilege coming to God as Father 


“Who are in heaven, hallowed be Your name” – moving from a ‘needs-based” to a “praised-based”


    prayer – needs are prayed in light of the praise which is based on a passage in scripture. 


** applying the scripture to group prayer and using a common response


“Your Kingdom come, Your Will be done …” – our response of dedication, surrender & yieldedness


** prayer of faith – our prayers really do make a difference in the world
III. Sharing results from last week’s assignment
- challenge to take a time of response to God’s greatness: a prayer of dedication to the building of God’s Kingdom and surrender to do God’s will instead of our own. “God in Marketplace” Pg 67
- Look for any article or report about prayer meetings oversees – summarize a key point for the class. 

(Sorry a lot harder to find article than I thought, most were on persecution)
IV. Group discussion: Which is more important – personal or public prayer?  AND WHY?
V. Scriptural challenge: Matthew 6:5-13 and the “prayer closet”  
- Silently read whole section

- Read in KJV if possible (v 5-6)
- This is where we get the idea of a “prayer closet” – what do you think of from this term?

- Whenever dealing with KJV language must know what it means at the time. Professor went to Palace of Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh. A part of the royal residence was labeled ‘Queen’s Closet’ and ‘King’s Closet’. Expected to see lots of clothes, hangers, shoes, etc. Was surprised it was a large room. In the day the palace was built a ‘closet’ was a special meeting room – it was a privilege to be invited to the King’s Closet. That is where he met and spent time with his special guests. 
- It is ‘room” or ‘inner room’ in modern translations

- This ASSUMES group prayer – it doesn’t encourage private prayer

- the pronouns in the Lord’s prayer are all plural 

- God is simply asking us not to do these prayer times in public places but in a private room. The early church had 125 people in their “prayer closet” to start the church. 

- When YOU (plural) pray – Jesus expected them to pray and to pray together. 

- Jesus evaluates three groups: DON’T be like Pharisees as they are hypocrites because they pray with the wrong motive – to appear to be religious. Prayer is God-centered not man-centered. DON’T pray like the Pagans who were fervent but repeated themselves. They had a misguided method/pattern. DO pray together with pure motives and effective methods.  
VI. Group prayer time: as done overseas
One of the most common ways of praying overseas in big groups involves everyone standing and praying together. Every type of church does it whether charismatic, non-charismatic or anti-charismatic. Our people who have done it have really appreciated it. Mark McEathron tried to get people to do it once when he led worship but people hadn’t been prepared. Once you start, you will find the self-consciousness leaves because no one is paying attention to you, they are all talking to God themselves. It is not something you can explain, you simply try it. It is an excellent way for shy people to pray outloud – they are NEVER the spotlight. We’ll try it for a couple minutes and then talk about what happened.  

We are going to sing two songs of praise together. These are really upbeat. As soon as they are done, I want us all to pray whatever God lays on your heart. We are going to all pray at the same time and we are going to pray out-loud. Please try it as others will not be listening. Just talk to God like you talk to a friend. You can thank Him, you can pour out your heart, you can pray for others needs, you can bring up the whole world. Pray until you finish and then just en the next person immediately share what they are thankful for 

       Responses:

VII. Assignment/practice for the week
At least twice this week, pray out-loud (either by yourself or with family, small group, etc.) 
Next Sunday: Praying our needs (finally we get here!) . 
