Prayer of Faith
Week 5 – the prayer of faith accomplishes much – what is the prayer of faith?
BEFC Fall 2009’s “Reviving Our Prayers by Someone who is Not that Great at Prayer” series

I.  The prayer study group pledge

“I will not give in to ‘prayer guilt’ but I will let the Word, Spirit and teaching, positively challenge me to a more vibrant, meaningful Christian prayer life.” 

II. Review


“Our Father” – the basis of prayer is relationship – we have a great privilege coming to God as Father 


“Who are in heaven, hallowed be Your name” – moving from a ‘needs-based” to a “praised-based”


    prayer – needs are prayed in light of the praise which is based on a passage in scripture. 


** applying the scripture to group prayer and using a common response


“Your Kingdom come, Your Will be done …” – our response of dedication, surrender & yieldedness
III. Input from last week’s assigment. 
AT LEAST TWICE THIS WEEK - After a time of praise, but before actual ‘needs requests’ take time to re-commit, surrender, consecrate, dedicate to God’s work & God’s will. Report on what happened. 

After a time of praise & thanksgiving, we want to respond by affirming our desire to join God in His work – we want to join Him in His work of building the Kingdom of God – we want to obey, follow, & dedicate ourselves to doing God’s will. We want to yield and surrender to the power of HS working through us. How did this come out in your prayer? Let’s encourage each other because this is not a key part of most prayers but it is life-changing when we do it after a scriptural challenge. Are there any examples you think of in Bible or church history? (Billy Graham and stump?) 


* I want the K of G to come and I want to be a part of that action (today)

* I want to be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading today


* I want to glorify You, Jesus, today by what I do 

READ GOD IN MARKET PLACE Pg 67 first paragraph
IV. This week: We have probably all heard someone talk about the prayer of faith and “if we only had more faith then God would have …” What is the prayer of faith?
What do you think of when you hear the phrase “prayer of faith” 

* Always answered

* Gives a sense of assurance prayer will be answered


* Always changes things


* Do I have ‘enough’ faith? belief

* Prayer by its nature implies we trust God hears us and will respond to us

* 
Some scriptures (“believe’ and ‘faith’ are from the exact same Greek word) 

* Matt 21:22


* Mark 11:24


* John 14:14


* James 5:15-16 (only place “prayer of faith” is in the NT)
Could “faith in prayer” really refer to whether we believe OUR prayers will make any difference? 

“When we fail to pray it is not a time management problem but it reflects our real belief that we don’t have much faith our prayers will make any difference in our life or the world around us.” 
V. Group brain storming about what could help us have greater faith that our prayers are heard and answered? (If time share some major prayers we’ve personally seen answered 
VI. Questions to this point
:

VII. Assignment/practice for the week
Look for any article or report about prayer meetings oversees – summarize a key point for the class. 
Next Sunday: Praying together like they do oversees. What is a ‘prayer closet’ and what does that have to say about the importance of group prayer.  
