Submit to God’s Will
Week 4 – submission to God as key purpose of our prayer

BEFC Fall 2009’s “Reviving Our Prayers by Someone who is Not that Great at Prayer” series

I.  The prayer study group pledge

“I will not give in to ‘prayer guilt’ but I will let the Word, Spirit and teaching, positively challenge me to a more vibrant, meaningful Christian prayer life.  

II. Review


“Our Father” – the basis of prayer is relationship – we have a great privilege coming to God as Father 


“Who are in heaven, hallowed be Your name” – moving from a ‘needs-based” to a “praised-based”


    prayer – needs are prayed in light of the praise which is based on a passage in scripture. 


** applying the scripture to group prayer and using a common response

III. A question at the end of last week: I think of prayer as requests not praise. 

- Any prayer victories (‘yes’) 

- Quick survey of “Amen’s” outside of the gospels (Rom 1:25; 9:5; 11:36; 15:33; 16:27)

- Look at Paul’s prayers (lots of thanksgiving)  - Ex. Phil 1:3-11 – Col 1:3f

- Only enduring motive for prayer is that God is worthy to be sought (this will be central in heaven)


  * if we limit ourselves to seeking God’s hand we can miss His face; 


  * But when we seek His face (personal), He delights in opening His hand (answers)


  * - illustration: Seek God’s face not his hand  
IV. Scriptural challenge:
- Matt 6:10 – What does this mean? What is it calling us to do? 

* This is OUR RESPONSE to God’s character in prayer – We’ve appreciated Him now …

* Willfully and joyfully is how God’s will is done in heaven


* Kingdom is God’s sovereign rule – Jesus given rightful place in people’s lives - The Talmud says



 that if a prayer does not name the kingdom of God, it is not a prayer 


* God’s will is not always done on earth – more is done when we pray (what about sovereignty)


* Sovereignty is not determinism – Not God’s will for someone to die – He defeats death


* Amy Carmichael wrote, “﻿And shall I pray to change Thy will, my Father, until it accord to mine? 



But no, Lord, no; that shall never be. Rather I pray Thee blend my human will with Thine.﻿” 


* Righteous rebellion: To be dedicated to God’s will is, by definition, to be opposed to Satan’s: 



sin is not inevitable – no truce with wrong

* Now we YIELD to the control of the HS and recommit to Kingdom purposes


* Words like surrender, consecrate, yield, re-commit, dedicate


* If we do not approach God with a willingness to to do whatever God says, there is no point in praying

* Most helpful here is the Word of God – a passage we may read. The word of God IS the will of God
- What do we learn about Jesus and “doing the will of God” in Matt 26:36-46

    ** Knew it was right, good, the best – fully committed to it

    ** Struggled with the cost; asked for another way (yet no sin)

    ** Much stronger after the inner struggle – never turned back or doubted

 
    **  what does this tell us about ‘submission to God’ and how God looks at that
V. Group brain storming about ‘submission to God’ as a part of our prayers 
- Besides saying these ‘exact words’, what would this look like in our prayers today?
- How does this fit in with the praise basis from scripture that we started with?
- How might this impact our actual “needs” requests  

- What examples of this kind of praying have you seen in scripture, church history or your experience today
VI. Questions to this point
:

VII. Assignment/practice for the week
AT LEAST TWICE THIS WEEK - After a time of praise, but before actual ‘needs requests’ take time to re-commit, surrender, consecrate, dedicate to God’s work & God’s will. Report on what happened. 
Next Sunday: “The prayer of faith accomplishes much” – What is a prayer of faith?  
