READINESS FOR THE BATTLE
Week 10 – Reminds us of the Spiritual battle outside us and spiritual resources inside us
BEFC Fall 2009’s “Reviving Our Prayers by Someone who is Not that Great at Prayer” series

I. Review - General areas to prompt prayer about on a “once a week” basis for the revival of the church, transformation of people and the advancement of the Kingdom of God – pick 2 a day
Governmental leaders



Military families

Pastors/other churches



for Christian teachers/against false teachers

Christian media (CMI, etc)


10/40 Window (least evangelized countries

Schools (public, Christian, home)


Wayward & backslidden (prodigals)

 
Religious freedom




Compassion areas

Neighborhood/home town


Faithful believers

Overseas missions




Compassion missions
Evangelistic ministries



Orphans & widows

Unsaved





Friends

Workers/work




Spiritual warfare

Broken relationships



Sick/dying

Influential people




Morality/values in America
Enemies & those who oppose Christians

Our God-given ministry
Peace of Jerusalem



Life goals

BEFC (visionary, staff, ministries, outreach)
Missionaries

Area ministries




Elderly
Youth





Disabled

Marriages





Unwanted/Marginalized

Spiritual growth in others



Faith/hope/love

II. Getting ready for our daily battle



Matthew 6:13
A. Why would we pray for God to NOT lead us into temptation, if He never tempts us   James 1:13-14
NASB (most literal translation) ‘And do not lead us into temptation,” – God does NOT LEAD people into temptation (but does lead to trials). James 1:13-14 says no one can complain to God when they succumb to temptation because God doesn’t tempt anyone. 
- Professor Carson suggests that Jesus is using a figure of speech called a litotes, which expresses something positive by negating the opposite. For example, if I say “This is no small matter,” I mean it is a big matter (saying something positive by negating the opposite). When we pray “Lead us not into temptation,” then we are really crying out, “Protect us from temptations; Keep us away from temptations – Don’t let satan ambush us. Don’t let the foe of our souls catch us in his trap.”
- Definition of the word: “Trial” is normal use – it is neither positive nor negative Peirasmos (temptation) is basically a neutral word in the Greek, having no necessary connotation either of good or evil, as does our English temptation, which refers to inducement to evil. The root meaning has to do with a testing or proving, and from that meaning are derived the related meanings of trial and temptation. Here it seems to parallel the term evil, indicating that it has in view enticement to sin.

[God would tempt James 1:13-14] Yet James had just said, “﻿Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials (peirasmos), knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance﻿” (vv. ﻿2–3﻿). There is an interpretive problem, therefore, as to whether peirasmos in ﻿Matthew 6:13﻿ is translated temptation or trial.
- Jesus’ statement in Matt 26:41

- Having prayed that the guilt of sin may be removed, we pray, as it is fit, that we may never return again to folly, that we may not be tempted to it. It is not as if God tempted any to sin; but, "Lord, do not let Satan loose upon us; chain up that roaring lion, for he is subtle and spiteful; Lord, do not leave us to ourselves (Ps. 19:13), for we are very weak; Lord, do not lay stumbling-blocks and snares before us, nor put us into circumstances that may be an occasion of falling.’’
- I affirm with Chrysostom, the early church Father, that the solution to this issue is that Jesus is here not speaking of logic or theology but of a heart desire and inclination that cause a believer to want to avoid the danger and trouble sin creates. It is the expression of the redeemed soul that so despises and fears sin that it wants to escape all prospects of falling into it, choosing to avoid rather than having to defeat temptation. Here is another paradox of Scripture. We know that trials are a means for our growing spiritually, morally, and emotionally. Yet we have no desire to be in a place where even the possibility of sin is increased.
- Carson comments that the word for ‘temptation’ (peirasmos) almost always outside the NT means ‘testing’ rather than ‘temptation’.5 He goes on to suggest that in the light of James 1:13-14, which says that God cannot ‘tempt’ anyone or be ‘tempted’ himself (assuming that the word here means ‘tempt’ and not ‘test’), it is hard to see that peirasmos means ‘temptation’ in Matthew 6:13, for then it would be asking God not to do something that is impossible for him to do anyway. On the other hand, Carson continues, if the word means ‘testing’ there is another problem, because the Bible promises that we will face testings of various kinds and we should consider them pure joy (James 1:2). Carson suggests that we read it more expansively, ‘trial or temptation that results in fall’, and that we simply run with the tension between asking God to spare us testing but rejoicing when such testing comes anyway.

WEIRSBY: “Lead us not into temptation” does not mean that God tempts His children (James 1:13–17). In this petition we are asking God to guide us so that we will not get out of His will and get involved in a situation of temptation (1 John 5:18), or even in a situation of tempting God so that He must miraculously rescue us (Matt. 4:5–7). 
 

Jamison, Faucett, Brown: He who honestly seeks and has the assurance of, forgiveness for past sin, will strive to avoid committing it for the future. But conscious that “when we would do good evil is present with us,” we are taught to offer this sixth petition, which comes naturally close upon the preceding, and flows, indeed, instinctively from it in the hearts of all earnest Christians. There is some difficulty in the form of the petition, as it is certain that God does bring His people—as He did Abraham, and Christ Himself—into circumstances both fitted and designed to try them, or test the strength of their faith. Some meet this by regarding the petition as simply an humble expression of self-distrust and instinctive shrinking from danger; but this seems too weak. Others take it as a prayer against yielding to temptation, and so equivalent to a prayer for support and deliverance when we are tempted; but this seems to go beyond the precise thing intended. We incline to take it as a prayer against being drawn or sucked, of our own will, into temptation, to which the word here used seems to lend some countenance—“Introduce us not.” This view, while it does not put into our mouths a prayer against being tempted—which is more than the divine procedure would seem to warrant—does not, on the other hand, change the sense of the petition into one for support under temptation, which the words will hardly bear; but it gives us a subject for prayer, in regard to temptation, most definite, and of all others most needful. It was precisely this which Peter needed to ask, but did not ask, when—of his own accord, and in spite of difficulties—he pressed for entrance into the palace hall of the high priest, and where, once sucked into the scene and atmosphere of temptation, he fell so foully. And if so, does it not seem pretty clear that this was exactly what our Lord meant His disciples to pray against when He said in the garden—“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation”? (Mt 26:41).
 

RICHARDS: The final request not to be led into testing is another recognition of intrinsic helplessness. But this is balanced by the joyful recognition that our Father is able to deliver us when testing does come, for He is greater than the evil one (Satan).
 

MATTHEW HENRY: 6. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. This petition is expressed,

(1.) Negatively: Lead us not into temptation. Having prayed that the guilt of sin may be removed, we pray, as it is fit, that we may never return again to folly, that we may not be tempted to it. It is not as if God tempted any to sin; but, "Lord, do not let Satan loose upon us; chain up that roaring lion, for he is subtle and spiteful; Lord, do not leave us to ourselves (Ps. 19:13), for we are very weak; Lord, do not lay stumbling-blocks and snares before us, nor put us into circumstances that may be an occasion of falling.’’ Temptations are to be prayed against, both because of the discomfort and trouble of them, and because of the danger we are in of being overcome by them, and the guilt and grief that then follow.

(2.) Positively: But deliver us from evil; apo tou poneµrou—from the evil one, the devil, the tempter; "keep us, that either we may not be assaulted by him, or we may not be overcome by those assaults:’’ Or from the evil thing, sin, the worst of evils; an evil, an only evil; that evil thing which God hates, and which Satan tempts men to and destroys them by. "Lord, deliver us from the evil of the world, the corruption that is in the world through lust; from the evil of every condition in the world; from the evil of death; from the sting of death, which is sin: deliver us from ourselves, from our own evil hearts: deliver us from evil men, that they may not be a snare to us, nor we a prey to them.’’
 

MACARTHUR: God’s Protection

And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (﻿6:13a﻿)

Peirasmos (temptation) is basically a neutral word in the Greek, having no necessary connotation either of good or evil, as does our English temptation, which refers to inducement to evil. The root meaning has to do with a testing or proving, and from that meaning are derived the related meanings of trial and temptation. Here it seems to parallel the term evil, indicating that it has in view enticement to sin.

God’s holiness and goodness will not allow His leading anyone, certainly not one of His children, into a place or experience in which they would purposely be induced to commit sin. “﻿Let no one say when he is tempted,﻿” says James, “﻿ ‘﻿I am being tempted by God﻿’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone﻿” (﻿James 1:13﻿).

Yet James had just said, “﻿Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials (peirasmos), knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance﻿” (vv. ﻿2–3﻿). There is an interpretive problem, therefore, as to whether peirasmos in ﻿Matthew 6:13﻿ is translated temptation or trial. As James tells us, God does not tempt. So why ask Him not to do what He would never do anyway? Yet James also tells us we should rejoice when trials come and not seek to avoid them. So why should we pray, do not lead us into temptation?

I affirm with Chrysostom, the early church Father, that the solution to this issue is that Jesus is here not speaking of logic or theology but of a heart desire and inclination that cause a believer to want to avoid the danger and trouble sin creates. It is the expression of the redeemed soul that so despises and fears sin that it wants to escape all prospects of falling into it, choosing to avoid rather than having to defeat temptation.

Here is another paradox of Scripture. We know that trials are a means for our growing spiritually, morally, and emotionally. Yet we have no desire to be in a place where even the possibility of sin is increased. Even Jesus, when He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, first asked, “﻿My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me,﻿” before He said, “﻿yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt﻿” (﻿Matt. 26:39﻿). He was horrified at the prospect of taking sin upon Himself, yet He was willing to endure it in order to fulfill the will of His Father to make possible the redemption of man.

Our proper reaction to times of temptation is similar to Christ’s, but for us it is primarily a matter of self-distrust. When we honestly look at the power of sin and at our own weakness and sinful propensities, we shudder at the danger of temptation or even trial. This petition is another plea for God to provide what we in ourselves do not have. It is an appeal to God to place a watch over our eyes, our ears, our mouth, our feet, and our hands-that in whatever we see, hear, or say, and in any place we go and in anything we do, He will protect us from sin.

Like Joseph we know that what men and Satan mean for evil God will turn to the good of His children (see ﻿Gen. 50:20﻿); but we are not certain that, like Joseph, we will be completely submissive to and dependent on God in our trials. The implication of this part of the prayer seems to be: “﻿Lord, don’t ever lead us into a trial that will present such a temptation that we will not be able to resist it.﻿” It is laying claim to the promise that “﻿God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it﻿” (﻿1 Cor. 10:13﻿).

This petition is a safeguard against presumption and a false sense of security and self-sufficiency. We know that we will never have arrived spiritually, and that we will never be free of the danger of sin, until we are with the Lord. With Martin Luther we say, “﻿We cannot help being exposed to the assaults, but we pray that we may not fall and perish under them.﻿” As our dear Lord prayed for us in His great intercessory prayer, we want, at all costs, to be kept from the evil one (﻿John 17:15﻿).

When we sincerely pray, do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil, we also declare that we submit to His Word, which is our protection from sin. “﻿submit therefore to God,﻿”James says. “﻿Resist the devil and he will flee from you﻿” (﻿James 4:7﻿). Submitting to God is submitting to His Word. “﻿Thy word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against Thee﻿” (﻿Ps. 119:11﻿). So the believer prays to be kept from overwhelming solicitation to sin, and if he falls into it, to be rescued from it. Deliver is actually in the form of a command.

In a cursed world where we are battered by evil all around us, we confess our inadequacy to deal with evil. We confess the weakness of our flesh and the absolute impotency of human resources to combat sin and rescue us from its clutches. Above all we confess our need for the protection and deliverance of our loving heavenly Father.  
 

KENT HUGHES: What does “Lead us not into temptation” mean? Certainly it cannot mean (as some have wrongly thought) that God is the prime mover behind all temptations. James 1:13 makes this clear: “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ … nor does he tempt anyone.” On the other hand, others have imagined that if Christians truly pray this prayer, they can be delivered from all temptation. But the Bible is clear that temptation is an inavoidable part of human existence. All the apostles and all the great saints have lived in continual temptation. The key to what “Lead us not into temptation” means is found in the fact that the word translated “temptation” has two meanings. It can denote an enticement that has the goal of causing one to sin, or it can refer to a test or trial of the validity of one’s faith. The word occurs twenty-one times in the New Testament, and twenty of those appearances have the latter idea of testing or trial.﻿﻿ Thus the meaning of “Lead us not into temptation” is simply, “Do not allow us to come under the sway of temptation that will overpower us and cause us to sin.” This meaning is supported by an ancient Jewish evening prayer that Jesus may well have known:

Lead me not into the power of transgression,
And bring me not into the power of sin,
And not into the power of iniquity,
And not into the power of temptation,
And not into the power of anything shameful.﻿﻿

The idea is: “Lord, preserve me from temptation that will bring me under its sway and will cause me to fall.” We cannot help being exposed to temptation, and we are not to pray that we will be spared being tempted at all. Rather, we are to pray that we will be spared those temptations from Satan that we cannot withstand.

The abiding reality is that temptation is good for us. Temptation molded the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. His ministry began with his epic temptations in the wilderness. Satan came at him with the most elaborate and insidious psycho-spiritual attacks ever made. Jesus withstood it all and with the temptation conquered went on to live his peerless life. Some three and a half years later in Gethsemane he triumphed again over temptation as he conquered the impulse to flee from the cross. The writer of Hebrews bears testimony to the molding effect of those and other sufferings in the earthly life of our Lord:

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. (2:10)
If temptations helped shape the life and ministry of the perfect Christ, much more do they do so for us! Temptation is necessary for the development of our moral character. “Temptation is not so much the penalty of manhood as it is the glory of manhood. It is that by which a man is made an athlete of God.”﻿﻿ That was the way it was for Martin Luther. No one can doubt that Luther became stronger as he fought off the massive temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Conquered temptation knits the fibers of our souls into muscular cords. The old belief that the strength of a slain enemy passes into the slayer is true in regard to a Christian’s overcoming temptations. That is why the Scriptures urge the long view. “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance” (James 1:2, 3). That is why today we count among the great Christians of our time people like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Corrie ten Boom, and Alexander Solzhenitsyn. Their great trials made them into spiritual giants.

So the proper prayer regarding temptation is not that we be delivered from all temptation, for facing and overcoming it is necessary for the health of our souls. But proper prayer does ask God to deliver us from overpowering temptations, recognizing that we are weak and liable to fold under severe testing. It was Peter’s fleshly presumption that led to his terrible failure. Hours prior to his fall he said in effect, “I don’t know about the rest of these others, but, God, when you look at me you are looking at a real man. All the rest of them might forsake you, but I’ll never forsake you.” But hours later he denied Christ in sweaty, sordid, foul language that had not come from his lips in years. Our presumption can take many forms. We need to see the weakness of our flesh.

History records the fate of two men who were condemned to die under Queen Mary. One of them boasted very loudly to his companions that he would be a man at the stake. He was so grounded in the gospel that he knew he would never deny Christ. He even said he longed for the fatal morning like a bride for her wedding. His prison companion was a poor trembling soul who, though determined not to deny his Master, was much afraid of the fire. He said he had always been very sensitive to suffering, and he was in great dread that when he began to burn, the pain might cause him to deny the truth. He urged his friend to pray for him and spent his time weeping over his weakness and crying out to God for strength. The other man continually rebuked him and chided him for being so unbelieving and weak. When they both came to the stake, he who had been so bold recanted at the sight of the fire and went back ignominiously to an apostate’s life, while the poor trembling man whose prayer had been “Lead me not into temptation” stood firm as a rock, praising and magnifying God as he died a cruel death.﻿﻿ The proper prayer for protection is soaked with the awareness that we are profoundly weak and liable to fall. There is a danger in pious bravado that assumes we are too strong to stumble or fail.
 

GEORGE WHITEFIELD (full sermon available): These words are part of the prayer which Christ taught his disciples; and I shall, therefore, make no doubt, but that you all believe them to be true, since they are spoken by one who cannot lie. I shall, 

I. Show you who it is that tempts you. 

II. Shall show, my brethren, why he tempts you. 

III. Mention some of the ways and means he makes use of, to draw you over to his temptations. 

IV. Let you see how earnest you ought to be to the Lord, that he may preserve you from being led into temptation. 

V. I shall make some application by way of entreaty unto you, to come unto Christ, that he, my brethren, may deliver you from being tempted. 
 

DA CARSON: {From Radio Bible Class} Professor Carson suggests that Jesus is using a figure of speech called a litotes, which expresses something positive by negating the opposite. For example, if I say “This is no small matter,” I mean it is a big matter (saying something positive by negating the opposite). When we pray “Lead us not into temptation,” then we are really crying out, “Keep me away from temptations – Don’t let satan ambush us. Don’t let the foe of our souls catch us in his trap.” We are recognizing that God has the power to lead us past all the lures to sin that threaten us and we are asking, “If the opportunity to sin presents itself, grant that I will not have the desire. If the desire springs up within me, grant that I will not have the opportunity.” [Neal}If I have the opportunity, please strengthen me to say ‘no’ and to see the way of escape that you provide (I Cor 10:13). Let’s face it we seldom want to be delivered from temptation  - it promises too much fun!
What is ‘temptation’ anyway? Carson comments that the word for ‘temptation’ (peirasmos) almost always outside the NT means ‘testing’ rather than ‘temptation’.5 He goes on to suggest that in the light of James 1:13-14, which says that God cannot ‘tempt’ anyone or be ‘tempted’ himself (assuming that the word here means ‘tempt’ and not ‘test’), it is hard to see that peirasmos means ‘temptation’ in Matthew 6:13, for then it would be asking God not to do something that is impossible for him to do anyway. On the other hand, Carson continues, if the word means ‘testing’ there is another problem, because the Bible promises that we will face testings of various kinds and we should consider them pure joy (James 1:2). Carson suggests that we read it more expansively, ‘trial or temptation that results in fall’, and that we simply run with the tension between asking God to spare us testing but rejoicing when such testing comes anyway.

RADIO BIBLE: (wouldn’t let me copy) Pages 23-25 I think
Lionel Windsor, Sydney, Australia (after pages of explanation on the word): And so when you pray, ‘Lead us not into temptation’, you’re asking God to keep you trusting him, to stop you from doubting his loving care for you, to form you more and more as his child, just like Jesus.

Hence the prayer of Matthew 6:13 is a prayer of confident trust, asking God to keep us trusting his loving care for us. It is a prayer that God our Father will keep our focus firmly on his ultimate act of care and provision for us: the deliverance from sin provided by Jesus’ death on the cross. It is a prayer that, in the midst of the common trials of this life, God will help us remember that he is not distant from us, he is not standing back and testing us to see if we will obey, he is not inflicting these things on us as a test; but that he is lovingly refining us and making us more like his Son Jesus Christ. It is a prayer asking God to ‘give us our daily bread’, not to test us to see if we will obey him (as he did when he gave bread to the people in the wilderness), but simply to provide us with what we need as a loving heavenly Father. It is a prayer to deliver us out of the clutches of Satan, who lies to us, who tells us that God does not have our best interests at heart in the midst of these trials, who wants us to become suspicious of our Father and forget how much he loves us. The evil one wants us to think that we know best, and that God doesn’t love us as much as we love ourselves. We may not know exactly why we are suffering; like Job, we may never find out the precise reason for until the Lord returns - all we may know is that God is compassionate and merciful in our suffering (James 5:11). But that is enough.

B. We are recognizing our weakness & praying for deliverance from temptation

- reminded of the spiritual battle before us
- we admit we don’t have personal power to overcome all temptations on our own – we are weak

- we entrust our success on delivering force of God

- We use the spiritual weapons (Eph 6; word of God; review memory verses, filling of Spirit)
- reassures us of the spiritual resources within us 

C. We are getting ready for our daily battle
- We are now moving from our time WITH God, to our challenges in the world around us
- Transition to get ready for the daily battles 
VI. Assignment/practice for the week
   Continue on with trying out two different request emphasizes a day
Next Sunday: Pulling it all together  
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